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WHAT’S NEW ON RAPA NUI 

Climate change threatens Rapa Nui

(Source: http://whc.unesco.org/en/activities/883/)
, 

a new report by UNESCO and UNEP, illustrates how 

urbanization, pollution, natural resource extraction, 
and tourism. The section about Rapa Nui describes the 
stresses due to tourism in the summer months (with 

primary potential impacts of climate change would be 
water shortages due to reduced summer rainfall, sea-
level rise, and coastal inundation and erosion. The 
majority of the  and  are located directly on 

are already being recorded at several important 
archaeological sites. As a result of climate change, 
greater wave heights and increased wave energy 
making contact with  could exacerbate damage 
to  and increase the possibility of toppling. 
Four important sites – Tongariki, Hanga Roa, Tahai, 

threatened by potential wave damage. Quilliam et al. 
2014 (  28:1) is cited as a primary 
source of information.

A language plan for Rapa Nui 50 years 
after incorporation into Chile

(Source: www.biobiochile.com)

incorporation of the Rapanui into Chile, Mayor 
Gabriel Aldoney of Valparaíso (the administrative 
region in which Rapa Nui is included) announced the 
approval of measures to translate all public documents 
generated in the regional government that are related 
to the island into the Rapanui language, stressing the 
importance of the preservation of Rapanui culture. 
The mayor also said he will work with the Ministry 
of Education on a program that incorporates teaching 
the Rapanui language in island schools. Kimiora Hey 
Araki, an islander who studies on the continent, said 
this initiative highlights the fact that on the island, 
sadly only a small percentage of the population speak 
Rapanui.

Rapa Nui seeks greater rugby presence in 
Chile

(Sources: www.americasrugbynews.com 
and www.rugbiers.cl)
Leading rugby players from Rapa Nui competed in a 

gained popularity on Rapa Nui in 2002 and slowly has 
become an important sport. Rapa Nui’s rugby team is 
called Matamu‘a RC, and local schools now include 
rugby in their curriculum. Featured players may apply 
for grants or exchanges with Chilean educational 

a journalist and former national rugby coach, has 
plans for a future Rapa Nui league and hopes to have 
organized tours to mainland Chile and to Polynesia in 

at rugby and only lack the opportunity for competition 
against more traditional teams. In June the Rapa Nui 
team will play in an international Rugby Sevens 
competition in Tahiti and will return to mainland Chile 
to play in September.

Islanders trained in conservation and 
sustainable use of marine resources

(Source: login.cl)
A training course on Fisheries Management and 
Conservation of Easter Island Marine Resources 
was held as part of a work program with members 
of the Mesa del Mar “Te Mau o te Vaikava o Rapa 

(Codeipa), the Undersecretary of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture (Subpesca), the National Fisheries Service 
(Sernapesca), and the Chilean Navy. There were 3 days 

organizations, and the community at large. Issues 
discussed included conservation of aquatic resources 
and marine ecosystems, monitoring and control of 

production development. The Director of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture of Regions V, VI and VII, Manuel Ibarra, 
explained that the aim of the meeting was to present the 
principal lines of work in sustainability and resource 
conservation today developed by public agencies. 
He noted the recent project of the Research Fund for 
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studies and evaluation of the importance of coastal 

of Subpesca and others to characterize and legally 
recognize the ancestral arts of rigging and traditional 

Sustainable ingenuity of Michael Reynolds 
leaves its mark on Rapa Nui

(Source: elmostrador.cl)

glass bottles, 10,000 plastic bottles and 10 tons of 
cardboard were used in the construction of the Toki 

Rapa Nui. Toki was founded by Rapanui islander and 
concert pianist Mahani Teave, with the aim of preserving 
the culture of the island and becoming a center where 
children can develop their musical abilities along with 
other artistic disciplines. The sustainably-constructed, 

Mexico architect Michael Reynolds with the help of 
numerous volunteers. The ceiling of the Toki Music 
School is based on an elastomeric membrane, donated 
by American entrepreneur Glenn McShand, through 
his company Master Tec. The biodegradable material 

technology that has been used in aerospace programs 
and aims to reduce the environmental impacts of 
mining processes and power generation plants. Toki 
Rapa Nui is also equipped with photovoltaic panels for 
sustainable electricity generation. Reynolds has been 
in charge of several similar Latin American projects 
as part of the organization Earthship Biotecture, 
dedicated to globally promoting buildings constructed 

regulate indoor temperatures.

CONAF opens tourism center on Rapa Nui

(Source: elmostrador.com)

anniversary of Corporación Nacional Foerstal 

square meter building features a multipurpose room 
used to hold classes for environmental and heritage 
education, provide information about the rules of Rapa 
Nui National Park, and hold meetings and training 

The space will also be available to the community 
to use for meetings and events that aim to promote 
education on conservation, archaeology, nature, 

Cuadros, provincial head of CONAF on Rapa Nui.

The project was funded through the Fondo 
Nacional de Desarollo (National Fund for Regional 
Development), and the governor of Easter Island has 

according to Cuadros.
The building is located on the way to Rano Kau and 

Orongo, sites with high tourist visitation, and is situated 

Rapa Nui National Park nurseries are located. The 
building has a  (terrace) for climatic and cultural 
reasons. Cuadros emphasized that on the island, life 
happens between the inside and the outside, so having 
the  is ideal for Rapa Nui style meetings to be 
held in a natural space between the interior and exterior 
of the center.

President Bachelet signs a residence bill 
for Rapa Nui

(Source: www.latercera.com)

signed a bill of residence, stay, and movement of 
persons in the territory of Easter Island. The president 

was greeted by Mayor Petero Edmunds and Governor 
Carolina Hotu. During her speech, she said that while 
the island is the heritage of the Rapanui people, at the 
same time it is national and world heritage, therefore it 
is the responsibility of everyone, no matter where they 
come from.

The bill addresses the requirements for entry to 
Easter Island, the amount of time spent in the territory; 
the establishment of demographic load capacity; 

out; declaration of states of latency and saturation, if 
the limit of carrying capacity reaches a certain level; 
and special measures that include regulations for 

related to noncompliance with regulations are also 
addressed, and a board of management on the subject 
of capacity has been created.

Bachelet noted that she instructed the ministers 
of interior and agriculture within CONAF to start 
an agreement of association for the State of Chile to 
transfer the management of the Rapa Nui National 
Park to the Rapanui people within the next few months.

Mayor Edmunds said that this was the most active 
consultation in the history of the island, which indicates 
that the entire community wants the regulation of 
migration and residence of visitors to the island, and 
noted they are very pleased with the signing of the bill.
Details include: 
• a set maximum period of stay for Chilean and 

foreign visitors of 30 days (the period of 30 days 

News
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will not apply to those who are on the island 
for exercise of any public function or economic 
activity, family relationships, or employment 
relationships;

• visitors must present documents such as identity 

forth, and a document proving accommodation or 
a letter of invitation from a resident;

• air and maritime transport must submit a list of 
passengers and crew;

• the bill provides for a management study of 
demographic burden to be held every 8 years 

population limit load will be established from 
the results of this study and the interior ministry 
may decree a state of dormancy or saturation and 
implement measures restricting migration;

• a demographic burden management board will 
collaborate with responsible bodies to insure that 
compliance with the law in place;

• penalties are proposed for a breach, ranging from 
reprimand to expulsion and prohibition of entry.

WHAT’S NEW IN OCEANIA

Rapanui delegation at 12th Festival of 
Pacific Arts in Guam

(Sources: www.postguam.com and 
www.saipantribune.com) 
According to the Guam Daily Post, Rapanui dancers 

the smallest of the 27 delegations in attendance, the 
group of 30 Rapanui islanders was one of the most 
admired and photographed delegations. More than 
2000 delegates participated in the event, whose theme 
was “What We Own, What We Have, What We Share, 

Three Pacific island nations ratify Paris 
climate change agreement

(Source: Thomson Reuters Foundation, 
http://news.trust.org)
The Marshall Islands became the third country to 
ratify the Paris climate change agreement, following 

nations also highly vulnerable to the impacts of the 
changing climate. At U.N. climate talks in December, 

to ratify the Paris Agreement, we have shown our 

Traditional dance performance at the Festival of Pacific Arts. Image courtesy of Tricia Allen, www.PacificImagery.com.
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the impacts of climate change, including rising seas 
and extreme weather, causing them to push for more 

warming emissions. The Marshall Islands were 

to king tides. Meanwhile, the government has declared 
a state of disaster amid worsening drought conditions 
that could leave the capital, Majuro, without fresh 
water in less than three months’ time. The Marshallese 
parliament has recently approved the appointment of 
former foreign minister Tony de Brum as the country’s 

key elements of the Paris agreement, including the 
goal of keeping the temperature from rising more than 

developed and developing countries including the 
European Union, the United States and Brazil, and 
crossed the rich-poor divide to help ensure that the 
Paris climate conference ended in success.

WHAT’S NEW ELSEWHERE

Repair work continues on sunken moai 
replicas at Deerfield Beach scuba site

(Source: www.sunsentinel.com)
Repair work is underway at the ill-fated Easter Island-

 replicas that sunk into the sea 

dashed when the barge carrying the cement  tipped 
over and fell atop the sculptures. The dive team, led by 
Arilton Pavan of Dixie Divers, was able to remove two 

 from underneath the barge wreckage and expects 
to save a few more. Philanthropist Margaret Blume of 

the barge, several tons of cement, and hire a sculptor to 
create the dive attraction that was to be located about a 

Pier. Pavan noted that the underwater site, which 
was previously a featureless stretch of sand, is now 

goliath grouper, who don’t seem to mind that the  
replicas are upside down.

Put Hoa Hakananai‘a on the next boat 
home

(Source: www.bloomberg.com)
An opinion piece by Bloomberg View columnist 

of Hoa Hakananai‘a in the British Museum, being 
photographed by visitors, with the caption “This guy 

and unique basalt , was “kidnapped from that 
distant outpost of Chile 148 years ago by British 

in the British Museum. He cites several examples of 
other cultural treasures that have been long removed 
from their places of creation and states that while there 
is merit in the argument that these objects belong to 
the world, it is complicated to decide which parts of 
the globe are trustworthy of being custodians, as well 
as who should be the makers of these decisions. On 
his visit to see Hoa Hakananai‘a in the “Living and 

zero resonance with the Eskimo display to his left, his 
indignity was compounded as a phalanx of passing 

to a moai-based character the movie “Night at the 

been able to visit Rapa Nui and see the  on their 
 and in Rano Raraku, and notes that there is literally 

nothing in the British Museum display that captures 
had (and still have) for 

the Rapanui people; there is no information about how 
they were carved or transported and no other context. 
He states that “Hoa Hakananai‘a just looks profoundly 

kilometers) from the only place where his existence 

newly appointed director, Hartwig Fischer, to consider, 
with all the current technology for making 3D models, 
to create a life-sized replica, and let Hoa Hakananai‘a 

Ana Varu voyage to Rapa Nui ends 
prematurely in Palau 

(Source: www.usatoday.com)

from Guam, and Burghard Pieske, a German sailor, 
attempted to make the more than 1,000-mile trip from 
Taiwan to Guam on the , a boat made in the 
style of a traditional Chamorro proa. The  
was built of modern materials, using “ancient islander 

on March 19. The Taiwanese government and people 
were very supportive and held a festival for them, 

to sail to Rapa Nui, using traditional techniques, with 

rough seas, however, and the journey ended early in 
Palau. Camacho spoke of the “bad winds, high waves 
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overwhelming. It was fascinating. It was horrible. It 

and found it nearly impossible to sleep due to the rough 
conditions. Camacho said the boat’s structure enable 
it to survive the beating from the sea, but due to the 
damage it sustained, it will need to be repaired before 
it is seaworthy again. Upon arrival in Palau, the men 
were warmly welcomed. Although they weren’t able to 
complete their journey to Guam, Camacho said the trip 
was still a success. “It was the perfection of our people 

Camacho said he was humbled by the fact that even 
with modern technology, he and Peiske struggled to 
make their way to Guam; he could only imagine how 
his Chamorro ancestors survived such trips without any 
navigational technology. While Camacho spoke of the 
tragedy of the loss of seafaring culture, he is hopeful 
that this trip will inspire others to learn more about the 
revival of ancient seafaring traditions.

Hokule‘a on the east coast of the US

(Sources: www.hokulea.com and www.npr.org)

Voyage in 2013, is now making her way north along 

the journey, the double-hulled canoe departed Cape 
Town and sailed to Namibia, then left the African 

the way at St. Helena, and later the World Heritage 
Site of Fernando de Noronha and then continued to the 
British Virgin Islands, Cuba, and Florida. In Florida, 
they were welcomed by the Miccosukee Simanolee 
Nation Aboriginal Peoples, the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, and the Everglades National Park Service. 
The canoe and her crew visited Cape Kennedy/
Canaveral via the Okachobee Waterway where they 
honored the late astronaut Lacy Veach, who was 
born in Hawai‘i and was instrumental in promoting 

Ellison Onizuka, another Hawai‘i-born astronaut 
was also honored. Other stops included Charleston 
Maritime Center and Yorktown, VA, Tangier Island, 
and Old Town Alexandria.

and her crew are given a warm welcome and are 
sharing their experiences with and learning about the 
cultures of the people they encounter as they travel. 

Crew member Na‘alehu Anthony likened the canoe to 

should have for the islands we all live in — whether 
that’s Hawaii, the U.S. mainland or Tangier Island. 
It’s been really interesting to see how people see 

image of the canoe with the Statue of Liberty in the 
background is truly inspiring.

The canoe made its way up the Potomac River 
towards Washington DC, where, with the Hawai‘i 

the Hawai‘i Congressional Delegation, and Hawai‘i 
and Washington community leaders held a lei draping 
ceremony on the statues of King Kamehameha I and 
Father Damien in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda. For 

crew delivered pledges to the United Nations that 
were collected during their voyage from nations 
committed to conserve the world’s oceans. The 
collection of pledges was inspired by UN Secretary 

crew with a bottle and his own pledge in Samoa in 
2014. After spending time in NYC, the canoe will 
head up to Nova Scotia, the furthest north it has ever 
travelled. They plan to visit the Great Lakes via the 
St. Lawrence River, and then sail back down the east 

Honua Voyage before she returns to Hawai‘i will be 
Rapa Nui.

EASTER ISLAND FOUNDATION NEWS

With the help of our members and donors, and 
especially due to the generosity of the Fraternal Order 
of Moai (FOM), the Easter Island Foundation was able 
to award ten scholarships to Rapanui college students 

Award winners who are continuing students 

Pakomio (Physical Education – FOM Roger Danger 
Carlson Scholarship); Pechquinco Paola Passalaqua 
Hucke (Education – Rosita and Nicolas Haoa Haoa 
Scholarship); Ghislaine Rebecca Tepano Tepano 
(Commercial Engineering and Finance – FOM Ohana 
Scholarship); Ma‘ara Teave Atam (Architecture 
– FOM Scholarship); Americo Loyola Edmunds 
(Agriculture – FOM Scholarship); and Francisca 
Martinez Pakarati (Environmental Engineering – 
The Mana Scholarship for Environmental Studies). 
Biographies of these continuing students can be found 
on our website, islandheritage.org, and in 

 29(1).
Three new students were awarded scholarships for 
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Marari Riroroco Cabezas 
(Fraternal Order of Moai 
Scholarship) is studying 
agronomy at the Universidad 
de Viña del Mar. Her choice 
of agriculture as a career 
was strengthened as a result 
of studying of professional 
agricultural technology at 
the Aldea Educativa on 
Rapa Nui. The importance 

of agricultural work caught her attention at an early 
age because on Rapa Nui, the bulk of both vegetable 
consumption and livestock comes from abroad (mainly 
Chile); she feels that it is extremely important to acquire 
the necessary knowledge so that the Rapanui people 
can become their own food producers and decrease the 
amount of food imported to the island.
Teresita Mihi Tiare Manu-
tomatoma Hotus (Fraternal 
Order of Moai Tangata Manu 
Scholarship) is studying 
Engineering in Business 
Administration and Finance at 
Universidad Tecnológica de 
Chile INACAP in Santiago. 
Teresita’s goal is “to help 

to my island and always 
protect, preserve, and respect our ancestors in our 

immigration without changing the natural, social and 
cultural environment of the island.

Francisca Pakomio Maeva 
Tipanie Villanueva (Haka ‘ara
Scholarship) is studying 
archaeology at the Univers-
idad SEK in Santiago. 
Francisca has great respect 
and admiration for her 
culture and the legacy of 
her ancestors. “From my 
childhood I learned how 
important it is to keep the 

old traditions of the Rapanui people, and I carry this 
knowledge wherever I go. During my life I spent time 
shared with people who have taught me how important 
it is to keep a deep understanding of our traditions, but 
since modern times, with increasing transculturation, 
the Rapanui culture is in danger of getting lost. After 

pursue archaeology because it is a career path that will 
preserve the knowledge of ancient cultures. It is also 

We are eternally grateful to everyone who donated 
to our successful EIF Scholarship Program; since the 

in scholarships to college students of Rapanui ancestry. 
We want to extend a special  to the Fraternal 
Order of Moai, whose , 
Sea, and events raised funds for 

winners represent the future of Rapa Nui; the Easter 
Island Foundation is pleased to be able to help them 
move forward towards their future career goals.

EIF and Island Scholarship Committee members with some of the 2016 award winners, (L to R): Americo Loyola Edmunds 
(Fraternal Order of Moai Award); Viki Haoa (Island Scholarship Committee); Marla Wold (EIF Scholarship Committee Chair); 
Marari Riroroco Cabezas (Fraternal Order of Moai Award); Teresita Manutomatoma (Fraternal Order of Moai Tangata Manu 
Award); Natalia Tuki (Island Scholarship Committee); Kiva Teave Atam (sister of Ma‘ara Teave Atam); (Fraternal Order of Moai 
Award); and Oscar Jara Pakomio (Fraternal Order of Moai Roger Danger Carlson Award).


