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WHAT'S EW IN POLYNESIA

Tahiti
According to the Pacific News Bulletin Vol. 10 (10) for

October 1995. Tahiti i sitting on a time bomb. Citing an
unemployment rate of 80% for Tahitian youth, the note that
there i anger 0 er the French education system that has little
relevance to their culture, lifestyle. or alues. The riots that
occurred as a result of the resumption of nuclear testing by
President Chirac are a result of frustration and anger over
French rule. Three da s after the riots in Papeete, French
police launched an a sault on the Trade union and
independence mo ements.

Le Alonde reported that a 1980 French military report
detailed exten i e cracks in the structure of Moruroa and
expressed concern of a possible 'major ecological
cata trophe'. The French defen e ministry called tile media
report trivial and whim ical.

Kanaka Maoli group working for Hawaiian sovereignty
have joined forces with trade unions, church groups and
other to prote t the French test. The city council of Manila,
Philippine. oted to ban French officials and products from
the city. A call for a boycott of French products was made in
newspaper advertisements in Suva, Fiji. And Greenpeace has
tarted legal action. trying to recover its vessels seized by the

French. They al 0 "ill eek I million dollars in damages.

cw Zealand
The Queen of England signed the Waikato Raupatu Claims

ettlement Bill and apologized to the Tainui people for the
action of Briti h colonist 132 years ago. The British press
expressed various opinions including one that commented
upon the ab urdit} of apologizing for such historic events.
Another paper noted that Ireland' leader of the Opposition
ha now demanded that Britain apologize for the potato
famine of 150 year ago and Briton of Anglo-Saxon stock
hould apologize to the Welsh. Other comments described the

Queen's action as 'bizarre'. produced by a mood of self
hating guilt that is gnawing away at Australasia. The Daily
Telegraph uggested that the apology would tempt fate: "The
ge ture will almost certainly tempt the wronged to demand
more.... ·· But The Times preferred to see the gesture as an
effort to right the mi takes of la t century and an example of
.Anglo-Saxon virtue '. New Zealand Herald, 6 November
1995.

WHAT'S EW I HA GA ROA

• Everything i up-to-date in Hanga Roa. A store on Policarpo
Toro Street. I-:ai Nene. carrie dog food, real coffee (from
Haiti), herb tea, cereals, U.S. toothpaste, and Tecate beer!

ext to Lan-Chile office on the ame street is Cafeteria Alac
Pllkll lIaka 1-:0 'i: one of their pecialities is iced coffee' ith
ice cream. And photo processing i now available on the
i land at Cka Riva. 0 longer mu t one wait until returning
home to ee if your hot came out OK.
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• The moai at Vinapu tIlat was vandalized last spring and
then repaired in August by a professional conservator (see
RNJ 9:3), has been vandalized again. This time, the vandal
reworked one of the depressions in an eye and scratched a
'tear-drop shape below it.

Alcalde Petero Edmunds' recent pronouncement again t
U E CO triggered this cartoon. The caption reads: '{furt
and surprised by the attitude demonstrated by government

authorities who Signed an agreement to declare Easter
Island a cultural patrimony ofhumanity, the mayor stated

that the nomination is an attack again t development ofthe
island. ' Cartoon by Edo, El Mercurio, 17 ovember 1995

• World Monuments Fund Sponsors French Mission
to Help in the Preservation of Orongo

During the week of November 12th. MM. Vouve and
Clement. Professors at the Universite de Bordeaux 1. were on
a technical mission at Orongo.

The mission originated due to the concern voiced by Dr.
Lee on her return from the Conservation Assessment Project
1995 carried out this past July (RNJ 9(3):91-92). At the
request of the Mayor, Don Petero Edmunds Paoa, the Consejo
de Nacionale and CONAF, World Monuments Fund
sponsored the week-long visit of these French expert. to
study the stability problems ofthis site.

Prof. Vouve, a hydrogeologist who has been active in the
study of the preservation of the Lascaux caves in his native
France, has been se eral times on the island as advisor to the
Centro Nacional de Conservacion y Restauracion in the year
long project on the stability of the Ana Kai TaJlgata cave. He
participated in the International Meeting on 'Lavas and
Volcanic Tuffs" having obtained second prize in that
Competition. His colleague. Prof. Clement, is the Director of
the Laboratoire de Mecanique des Roches at the Bordeaux
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University, visited the island for the first time.
During their mission they were accompanied by Prof.

Marchetti. Director of the Department de Ciencias de la
Construcci6n from the Universidad de Chile. On the island
they recei ed the collaboration of Mr. Claudio Cristino, and
Jose Miguel Ramirez, head of the Rapa Nui National Park,
CONAF.

Their preliminary report indicate that the instability of the
Orongo site is real and they have suggested several preventive
measures. Following these. CONAF has restricted access to
the areas in question: the sacred precinct ofMata Ngarau and
the terrace be ond it. These measures will be kept until the
site has been stabilized and adequate paths been provided for
the safety of tourists and tJ,e preservation of the site.
A. Elena Charola, WMF Easter Island Program Consultant,

Great eck, Long Island, ovember 2-1th, 1995.

• Toxic Substances Unloaded 00 Easter Island
Congressman Carlos Cantero said that toxic materials are

being unloaded at Anakena beach. The directors of the
Con ejo of Ancianos inIornled him that Brotec S.A.. the
company repairing the airport mnway, had authority to
unload only heavy equipment tJlere, and the port of Hanga
Piko was to be used for toxic material. However, they say. the
Minister of Defense gave a counterorder authorizi ng that
everything could be unloaded on tJ,e dock at Anakena. The
Consejo contacted Greenpeace who has sent a representative
to stop the unloading, and the also contacted Codeff
(Corporaci6n de Defense de la Flora Fauna) who will lend
assistance.

The new resolution authorizes beaching and tying up a
barge at Anakena beach to unload equipment. cement and
asphalt.

EI Mercurio de Valparaiso, 23 and 27 ovember

• Six students of the Workshop of Communication and
Journalism at the school 'Lorenzo Baeza Vega' won first
prize in a regional contest WitJl the theme "Esperanza. sueno
de los jovenes despiertos" rHope. dream of the wide-awake
youth]. In it tJley describe life on the island and imagine what
an ideal school would be like. 11 was a national contest. The
prize: a round trip to Santiago for the six.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor:
It was interesting to read in our most recent issue (Vol.

9:3) about Pavel's experiment in moving the moai (we all
would like to know exactly how they were moved). It is
disturbing, however, to see experiments continuing to be
carried out using actual archaeological artifacts. rather than
models. In light of the recent danlage to the moai from La
Serena, which was broken while being transported for a
mu eum exhibit in Barcelona. there should be some
restrictions designed to prevent tJlis type of accident from
occurring in the future.

Experiments began on moving actual moai in 1955 with
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Fig. 1: The statue at Tongariki that was 'swivelled' and
moved by Heyerdaht. Today it tands unstabilized

islanders. under the direction of Thor Heyerdahl. dragging a
moai on a wood sledge at Anakena to determine hO\ many
people would be needed to move a statue (Heyerdahl and
Ferdon, 1991:pI.60b: pg. 371: see also Heyerdahl 1958.
facing page 289). In 1986. as Pavel mentioned. Heyerdahl
once again ell.'perimented with moving a "discarded" moai in
Hanga Roa (this moai now resides at the R. P. ebastian
Englert Museum on the island). The statue. weighing
approximately 4 to 5 tons. was moved some five meter by
swiveling and twisting it by means of rope fastened to the
head and base so that it "walked". Heyerdahl et at. (l989:60)
state: "At first it proved extremely difficult to twi t the image
forward because the two teams pulling did not properly
coordinate the exact movements of tJleir respective jerk. The
forward-twisting team had to delay their error! until the
sideways pulling team had tilted the image on edge... At thi
very moment tJ,e forward-twisting team had to jerk before the
image fell back on its broad base." Although the participant
were pleased with the success of these experiment a they did
not cause damage to tJ,e moai's base (which had a modem
cement base added to it long before the experiment). some of
the stresses Uerking) created by this experiment may ha\'c
caused the statue to weaken and break at the neck \\ hen. later
on. it was mo ed to the Mu eum. It was ub equ ntly
repaired.

A moai presentJy located near Tongariki which made a trip
to Japan for an exhibition and fortunately was returned afcly
in 1983 (Figure 1), was used for addjtional experiment by
Heyerdahl (1989:62). It was moved by tilting and twi ting it
with ropes. Moved from its former stabilized po ition. it no\\
stands unsupported. A photograph taken shortly aftem ard
(see Figure 2) shows a large chunk broken from the ba e. a
result ofthjs experiment.
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