
participated in various activities at Hiva Oa, Fatu Hiva and
Tahuata. They were accompanied by Sr Cadillac,
Administrator of the Marquesas Islands, and the mayors of
the three islands mentioned above; Bishop Chevalier, and
other civil and religious persons of French Polynesia. The
Spanish delegation placed commemorative plaques at Fatu
Hiva, the first island to be isited by Mendafia, and at
Tahuata, where they also celebrated Mass.

Prior to their arrival in the Marquesas. the Spanish
delegation presented 100 books in Spanish and English to the
library of the University of French Polynesia in Punuaauia.

As part of the general celebration, the Office des Postes has
issued handsome stamps to commemorate the 400th
anniversary.

Mangareva

The dramatic intensification of ciguatera problems is
believed to be linked to reef damage or pollution originating
at the nuclear-testing facilities on Mururoa. Islanders can no
longer eat fish caught in Mangareva's lovely lagoon. The
toxins have no effect on the fish but become concentrated in
large predatory fish and thus enter the food chain. The entire
population of Mangareva (near the test site of Mumroa) has
suffered from seafood poisoning.

David Stanley, Tahiti-Polynesia Handbook.

International ews

Santiago de Chile

• Protestors against French nuclear tests marched on July
14th from the French Ambassador's residence on Andres
Bello to the Plaza Italia. Some wore death masks and others
carried a replica of a nuclear missile. The protestors called out
slogans against French President Jacques Chirac and his
decision to renew nuclear testing in Mumroa atoll. A Bastille
Day celebration at the French Embassy was poorly attended
due to general displeasure over the French decision. Thus the
Chilean government has joined Australia, New Zealand, and
Pacific Island states in formally protesting the resumption of
French nuclear tests. The French Ambassador to Chile.
Gerard Cros, stated that the French rationale for testing is
very complicated" with military. politicaL diplomatic and

scientific implications.
The Chilean Senate (of which Rapa ui islander. Alberto

Hotus, is a member) released a st2tement opposing the
nuclear tests, stating that the they will directly affect the
health, flora and fauna of Easter Island. Hotus stated that a
large quantity of poisoned fish has been detected in recent
years. Even though scientific basis is lacking to connect the
incidence of poison fish to the nuclear tests. there are strange
cases that never were recorded prior to the tests. Hotus stated
that only 4800 km separates Rapa Nui from the test area. and
this is not far enough away for safety.
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• On the 24th of Jul . Francisco Bertolucci stated Ulat he
supports the idea of land for Ule Rapa Nui islanders. At thi
time, 40% of the island belongs to CORFU. 40% to CONAF
and, ofUle remaining 20%. the largest part is administered b
the Chilean Navy. Only the urban sector of the Island
remains. that that is practically filled. Bertolucci stated that
the government is responsible for studying the problem of
turning over land to the islanders. The government propertie
are rich agricultural land and also have tourist possibilitie .
Earlier he had noted problems of isolation and suppl . the
lack of incentive. and the need of maintaining the culture. He
also suggested a change in Ule Pascuense Law to eliminate
e>.1enuating circumstances for rape convictions. He stated thi
is a recurring problem on the island and should be treated
severely.

• It has been proposed that a new region of Chile be created
to encompass Rapa Nui and the Juan Fernandez Islands 0
they will be connected directly to the central government and
have a voice in the goverrnent (they are now part of Region V.
The president of the Interior Government of Congress, Carlos
Cantero. proposed that the new region be called Ultra Mar
(Lands beyond the seas). Thus Easter Island and the Juan
Fernandez Islands would have their own governnlent but
would be connected to the national government by mean of a
Ministry of Interior.

• Ricardo Lagos. Ministry of Public Works. aru10unced that
millions are being invested for the progress of Easter Island.
including the improvement of the runway and the paving of
the road to Anakena. The rum ay upgrade will enable the
island to be a future stop on direct flights from Chile to the
Pacific Rim countries. It will also impro e the integration of
the island with Chile and the rest of the world. Asphalt
removed for runway repair will be recycled for the road
paving project.

Australia

The French consulate in Perth, Western Australia. was
destroyed by an explosion and fire in June. This protest
against the French announcement that it will resunle nuclear
testing has sent shock waves into the South Pacific. Consunler
groups in Australia and New Zealand claim that more than
80% of people questioned in surveys owed to stop buying
French products. France cancelled plans for two military
aircraft to refuel near the northern ports of Australia after
unions refused to service them.

Pacific countries ha e protested before in regard to nuclear
testing, but not \i ith so much passion-and dismay. This i
partly due to independent island nations. along with Australia
and ew Zealand. who have developed a strong sense of
regional identity and do not hesitate to attack outmoded
colonial attitudes.

In 1985, the South Paci.fic Nuclear Free Zone treaty wa
adopted. banning stationing. testing, or dumping nuclear
material in the region's oceans. France has continued testing.
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TheHokule 'a at Long Beach Harbor. ote the Queen Mary
in the di tance. Photo: Terri Plake

Hokule 'a and the Hawai 'iloa were entertained by the Lummi
Indian Reservation and the city of Bellingham. The
Hawai'iloa then went north to Juneau; the Hokule 'a headed
south.

The West Coast waters were cold and rough and fog forced
the canoe to use instruments to reach San Francisco. A gale
off the Oregon coast snapped the canoe's boom and steering
paddles. The vessel was repaired in Eureka before continuing
its journey south.

Following the visit to San Francisco, the HokuJe 'a next put
into Santa Barbara's West Beach, accompanied by a regatta
of outrigger canoes. Coming in to Santa Barbara was 'full
circle' for that is where the story begins. Twenty years ago,
anthropologist Ben Finney, then at the University of
California at Santa Barbara, built a 40 foot replica of a
Hawaiian double-hulled canoe and shipped it to Hawai'i.
Finney wanted to teSt his theories of how Polynesians
navigated across the Pacific and colonized an ocean world
long before Europeans ventured far from land. In 1975 a
group called the Polynesian Voyaging Society built Hokule 'a,
with Finney's help. Since then Hokule 'a has logged over
50,000 miles at sea, retracing early Polynesian voyages. The
canoe and its voyages have been featured in documentaries,
magazine articles and books.

Hokule 'a is 62 feet long and carries two crab-elaw sails.
She can sail 70 to 75 degrees to windward and can make six
to ten knots with the wind on the beam or downwind.

A tremendous renewal of interest in Polynesian sailing and
na igating has resulted from the various voyages and has
instilled new pride among all Polynesians.

The Hokule 'a arrived into Long Beach harbor on July 12th
and was escorted in by boats and canoes including one canoe
with Rapanui islanders, many of whom had flown in just for
this occasion. During the following two days a community
forum was held accompanied by a week-long celebration of

, ix members ofthe Rapanui canoe team pose following a practice
run. From left to right are Rodrigo Paoa, 20ilo Huke, Christiim
Arevalo Pakarati, Tete Tepano, Chad Babayan (the Hawaiian

navigator on the Hawai'iloa), lovani Teave and Tito Paoa.
Photo: Terri Plake

California

Japane e Rapanuiphile. a Mr. Sano. is building a
life- iLe replica of Ahu Akivi in a park.in ara. A big
donor to i land projects. he donated a chemistry lab to
the island chool. Unfortunately. there is no space in the
local chool to set it up.

Japan

claiming there i no en ironmental damage. lfthis is o.
replied Au tralia and ew Zealand. wh not conduct
them in rural France?

The Polynesian sailing canoe, Hokule 'a, was
welcomed as it passed beneath the Golden Gate Bridge
on July 2nd. Local Hawaiians tossed blossoms from the
bridge to welcome the vessel a 15 Pa 'u drummers beat
out a welcome and conch shells sounded from the Marin
headlands. A fleet of 42 canoe from the Northern
California Outrigger Canoe A sociation, the Coast
Guard and two San Franci co fire-fighting boats
e corted the Hokule 'a into the Ba .

Thi trip \ as the first time tile Hokule 'a has been outside
the central Pacific. Starting in Bellinghanl, Washington. the
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Polynesian cultures. One event was an outrigger canoe
competition which drew a large crowd of local Polynesians.
At the end of the celebration. the Rapanul outrigger club was
inducted into the International Polynesian Canoe Federation.
Hokule 'a departed on the 20th of July, headed for San Diego.

During the festival, a booth selling Easter Island wood
carvings and T-shirts was manned by Rapanuj-both locals
and visiting islanders. Rapanui islander Christian Arevalo

tourists come from Europe: South America is econd: North
America. third: and Asia is fourth. These data do not eparate
out length of visit thus the ligures include those arriving on
cruise ships. most of whom spend only a few hours on the
island. The official. ematl/r (Servicio Regional de Turismo)
brochure now lists 10 hotels and 28 residenciales on the
island.

• !
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Map shOWing the location ofthe proposed port at La Perouse Bay and a second airport, just inlandfrom La Perouse. Thi
section ofthe island is loaded with archaeological sites which will be impacted and/or destroyed by development. ee story

on page 89.

Pakariti, a talented artist as well as a member of the canoe
group displayed his paintings in the hotel lobby.

Aside from Christian, other Rapanui who competed in the
canoe races are: Nico Haoa Rodrigo Paoa, Zoilo Huke, Tete
Tepano rovani Teave and Tito Paoa.

What's New in Banga Roa

• Hanga Roa's main street, Policarpo Toro, has two
supermarkets and a third one is on a side street. New stores
and restaurants have appeared, and a surprising variety of
items is available. One can even buy a cup of expresso! Stores
often display Visa and Mastercard signs---even some of the
wood carvers in the mercardo take charge cards! The island
has its first veterinarian.

• Approximately 8000 tourists arrived to Rapa Nui in 1994.
December and January had the highest number of visitors;
June the least. The first six months of this year recorded 5539
tourists. A tally of the 1995 arrivals so far shows that most

• The paving of the village roads continues. New trees are
planted along the main street. Thjngs are looking good. A few
of the streets have sidewalks, and trash cans have appeared
along the main street. These are welcome additions and the
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