
• Due to autonomy declarations made in Tahiti. the president
of the Consejo de Ancianos # 1, Alberto Hotus, will ask the
Sub-secretary of the Interior, Belisaro Velasco, to shut down
a clandestine radio station that has been operating for more
than a month in Hangaroa. The station belongs to Matias
Riroriko whose objective is to serve the interests of the
Consejo de Ancianos #2, a group that opposes the current Ley
1ndigena.

According to Hotus, the radio openly called for a boycott of
elections to select Rapanui delegates to the Comisi6n
Nacional de Desarollo Indigena (CONADI), and is dedicated
to promote the implimentation of a statute similar to that of
French Polynesia.

According to Hotus, the president of Consejo #2 declared in
Tahiti that Easter Island requires more autonomy, thus openly
showing they are in favor of drawing closer to the French
oceanic territories. This situation cannot continue, in view of
flagrant illegality, especially as the radio station promotes an
idea that does not have the support of the island population
and contrasts with policies that the State of Chile is
developing on Easter Island. Hotus insists that the radio
station be closed down.

Subsequently, a communication without signature was sent
to El Mercurio stating that Raul Teao, Mario Tuki, Matias
Riroroko and Inez Teave have solicited the President of Chile
to suspend the application of the Ley 1ndigena on the island
and included a statement that the "so-called legal body"
maintains a situation on the island "like a volcano or a time
bomb for the social tension that it is accumulating". They
added that the election of Hotus was illegal.

£/ Mercurio de Valparaiso
What's New in Polynesia.

Tahiti.
Two Hawaiian canoes, Hawai 'i/oa and Hokule 'a took part

in the ceremony at the great marae of the war god, Oro at
Taputapuatea on Raiatea. Modern canoes gathered at Raiatea
from all over Polynesia to rededicate the sacred temple and
then sail north to Hawai'i. Vetea Hart, assistant manager in
Papeete of the Territorial Office for Cultural Action in French
Polynesia whose job is educating the people about the
significance of the canoe gathering, drew up a charter for a
modern federation of Polynesian navigators. Ceremonies at
Taputapuatea celebrated the arrival of seven voyaging canoes
representing the far distant points of the Polynesian triangle
including Hawaii, New Zealand and Easter Island. Legend
says that the last time this happened was in 1350.

A canoe built by Easter Islanders living in Tahiti has joined
the group The single-hulled 32 foot canoe is called Te Rau
Hono and is built of reeds with 2 outriggers. Hart stated that
there is no Easter Jsland tradition of reed canoes from ancient
times. The New Zealand canoe, the double-hulled Te 'Aurere,
was held up in customs in Papeete but finally joined the
Hawai'i canoes at Moorea. A Cook Island canoe, the
Taketumu, sailed from Rarotonga bringing Sir Thomas Davis,
former prime minister of the Cook Islands.

The Honolulu Advertiser, March /995.

Tahiti.
Greenpeace has condemned a statement from the new

French president, Jacques Chirac, who claims that it is an
"absolute priority" that nuclear testing be resumed in order to
maintain France's nuclear arsenal. Chirac's comments
threaten to derail the current test ban talks in Geneva.
Greenpeace is urging a rejection of testing at Moruroa;
however, if France resumes testing, Greenpeace will respond.

Pacific News Bulletin, March 1995.
New Zealand.

Indigenous Maori protesters threatened to use terrorism to
stop the government from selling state-owned assets to
foreign investors. Prime Minister Jim Bolger downplayed the
seriousness of the threat as Maori activists demonstrated
outside a meeting of the Asian Development Bank in
Auckland.

The Honolulu Advertiser, May 4, 1995.
French Polynesia.

Links between French Polynesia and the Cook Islands are
strengthening. Although separated by 1500 km of ocean, they
are finding common interests. French culture is making
inroads in the Cooks despite the political friction caused by
French nuclear testi ng in the Pacific. The attraction has
increased as funding from AetearoalNew Zealand has shrunk
and France is now seen as a possible source of investment
funds in the Cook Islands.

Pacific News Bulletin, February 1995.

Pitcairn.
Pitcairn's current population is 44 (20 males and 24

females). Seven children are under the age of 15 and there are
11 islanders age 65 or older. Eight Pitcairners are absent, two
ex-islanders visiting, and 8 non-Pitcairners are in residence.

The Pitcairn lv!iscellany 38(2) reports that recently planted
Macademia nut trees are doing well, as are Norfolk pine and
oak. Other imports from New Zealand and Australia are
growing, as is miro, a native tree that used to be on the island
but was over-harvested for wood carving. Monterey pine,
Pinus radiata, seems unsuited to the environment and appears
to be dying off.

Fiji
New drugs extracted from South Pacific plants are the focus

of a recent planning grant of $50,000 awarded to Natural
Product Development and Conservation in Fiji. Supported by
the Biodiversity Support Programme, a consortium of the
World Wildlife Fund, the Nature Conservancy and World
Resources Institute, with funding by the US Agency for
International Development, the program supports a number of
projects in Asia and the Pacific that will aid rural
communities to obtain increasing returns from their natural
environment, thus encouraging the preservation of
biodiversity. In Fiji, the project involves selling medicinal
plants and marine organisms to a pharmaceutical company.

The University ofthe South Pacific Bulletin, March 1995.

Rapa Nui Journal 55 Vol 9 (2) June 1995



Hawai'i.
Over 300 people occupied the University of Hawai'i

Administration building on April 28th to protest cancellation
of 14 Hawaiian language classes (out of 49 classes in
Hawaiian). The siege ended when the University president
announced that the classes would be restored.

The study of the Hawaiian language is of growing concern:
a bill to appropriate money to hire more Hawaiian language
teachers and dedicate more schools to an Hawaiian language
immersion program died in committee. Although the program
was praised, there was no money in the budget for expansion.
The language immersion program now includes 744 students
at eight sites, and 75 more students are on the waiting list. The
department of Education may hold a lottery to determine
which students get a coveted spot. The Hawaiian language
program teaches children solely in the Hawaiian tongue until
the 5th grade.

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs stated that it will sue the
Department of Education to force it to expand the program.

Hawai'i
The long journey of six voyaging Polynesian canoes was

nearly over. They arrived off the east coast of the Big Island of
Hawai'i in the first week of May and a landing in Hilo harbor
was scheduled. They had left the Marquesas for the 2200 mile
crossing on the 19th of April, retracing the path of the ancient
people who settled Hawai'i more than 1,000 years before.
Some had feared the Cook Island canoe would not survive the
trip as it was untested in rough seas. But all fared well. An
experiment to test traditional Polynesian foods while on the
long sea voyage was part of the project using such items as
taro, sweet potato, poi, and various traditional remedies such
as alena and ginger root for seasickness. (The experiment was
not totally successful; the sailors prefered Span and Vienna
sausage).

However, a fly was in the ointment. While they were still
100 miles at sea it was discovered they might have an
infestation of the biting midge fly--an insect that could ruin
the tourist industry if it became established in Hawai'i,
accorchng to the Director of the Bishop Museum (the nono fly
caused the failure of Marlon Brando's luxury resort on a
Tuamotu atoll 30 years ago). The canoes appeared to have
aaquired the biting flies while on Nuku Hiva, which is infested
with them and another pest, the nono fly. Both plague sand
beaches and swampy areas of the island.

Cans of insecticides were dropped to the six canoes.AlI
organic materials were thrown overboard, including some
breadfruit seedlings packed in wet coconut husk and all
traditional food items. In addition, the canoes were tented and
fumigated when they came into Hilo harbor. Inspections
followed, but no trace of the fly was found-- leading to some
pithy comments: "that is why they call them no-see-ums".

The canoes sailed to Moloka'i (the Kakitumu, from the
Cook Islands, broke another mast in the rough channel
between Hawai'i and Maui); two canoes, the Hawai'iloa and
Hokule 'a went to the windward side of O'ahu to Kualoa Park
for a celebration by the crews' families; the other four sailed
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into Honolulu Harbor. The ohana at Kualoa Beach had
worked all week practicing for the program and preparing the
feast. Canoe crews gathered on the beach; the first to walk
inland were the Cook Islanders who had brought dancers and
drums. They chanted the traditional challenge and the crew
answered with a haka (dance). A newahu (altar) of stones was
built on the grass in the park; crews brought rocks from their
native lands to place on the ahu as they had done at
Taputapuatea on Raiatea and at Taiohae on Nuku Hiva.

The following day was a public celebration for all six
canoes at Keehi Lagoon. Conch shells sounded, drums
thundered and the crews were greeted with traditional
challenge ceremonies made with chants, dances and spears.
These heated exchanges, which included chest pounding and
spear tossing, was presented as the visitors came to shore. "It's
Polynesian protocol" explained one Hawaiian. Elders were
quick to point out that the future for Hawaiians is brighter:
"Hawaiians have been asleep for 100 years. Our elders feel we
are preparing for a new era."

On May 15th, a crane hoisted two Hawaiian voyaging
canoes onto the deck of the massive RJ Pfeiffer for a journey
to Seattle. The Hokule 'a and the Hawai 'iloa left for the West
coast to participate in various cultural festivals from Alaska to
California throughout the summer. The trip is funded by the
Alexander and Baldwin Foundation in cooperation with the
Bishop MuseumlHawaii Maritime Center. The canoe crews
will meet the canoes in Seattle for the tour.

A sizeable Hawaiian population on the West Coast helped
make the tour a reality. Many Hawaiians originally migrated
to the Pacific Northwest in the 1800s and stayed on, marrying
into the Indian communities.

In summer, the Hokule 'a will sail to Portland, San
Francisco, Long Beach and San Diego before returning to
Hawai'i. The Hawai'iloa crew will sail to British Columbia
and Alaska.

The tradition of Polynesian sailing is alive and well.
The Honolulu Advertiser, May 7-15, 1995

Hawai'i.
The little-known archaeology of east Maui is under study by

the Archaeology program at University of California,
Berkeley. More than 600 sites within an 8 square kilometer
survey area at Kahikinui have been recorded. This area is on
the arid, leeward side of Maui; sites include fishing
settlements and an upland agricultural zone with hundreds of
domestic household features and stone platforms (heiau).

Berkeley Archaeology, Archaeological Research FaCility,
Vol. 2(2):8. University ofCalifornia at Berkeley

Johnston Island.
The Army will continue to burn chemical weapons at its

Johnston Island facility for at least one more year. The
Environmental Protection Agency deleted the expiration date
until it decides if the burning should continue. Hawaiian
environmental activists asked the EPA to cancel the Army's
request. A symposium will be held in Honolulu this summer
to consider alternatives to incineration.
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