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NEWS AND NOTES

What's New in Hangaroa.
A news item from Valparaiso reports that two cruising

norte Americanos who arrived to Rapa Nui in a private yacht

were rescued from the surf off Hangaroa by loca] fishermen.
The vistors were rowing into the caleta in a small dingy when

they were broadsided by a wave. Both men are in their 60s.
El Mercurio. 18 lv/arch /995

In April 1994 an exhibit titled "A Tribute to Rapanui

Women" was presented at the Centro Cultural Tongariki.

This first tribute to island women was organized by Lili F.
Teao Hereveri and other women from the island.

The exhibition consisted of 160 photographs concerning the

history of Rapanui women. Approximately 500 visitors
signed the guest book. and photographs, drawings and

costumes, lei and crowns were borrowed from local residents
Topics included: The first women (Vakai a Hiva, Ava Rei

Pua); reproductions of female tattoo: Rapanui women in the
first half of the 20th century: women in song and dance. and
women in everyday life.

Two mothers of large families were honored Sara Tuki (19

children) and Tomasa Araki (18), as well as eminent women

(first teacher, mayor. etc): and the oldest woman. Maria
Carmela Tito Rangitopa (103 years of age with 12 children

and 92 grandchildren). Along with the exhibit were several
conferences. on various subjects, including Sexuality and

Maternity: Rights and Duties of Women: Women's Tattoo:
The Masculine and Feminine in Anthropology: Spirituality:

and Preservation of the Rapaoui Language. Plans for 1996

include an exhibit 00 the history offeminine costume on Rapa
Nui

lvfarie rlaude Poirier. Reunion island

Three items recently appeared in Ellv/ercurio de Valparaiso
• The carabineros (police) of Rapa Nui have proposed four

sites for consideration as a location for a new jail. One site is

on the northeast side of Rano Kau. one at the northwest sector
near the anthropological museum and two near Tahai.

The president of the Comisi6n Especial de Desarrollo.

Claudio Rodriguez. stated that the existing prison on the
island is inadequate: ". conditions of the prison are

absolutely terrible and I would say not even at the level of the

old dungeons."

• The mayor of Hangaroa, Petero Edmunds Paoa. blasted
the intendente of the Fifth Region, Hardy Knittel. because the

island ran out of flour and propane gas on 24th of May. and

the last supply ship came in January. It is said another supply

ship is starting to load now Mayor Edmunds stated that a
group of island store owners signed a contract to hire a ship to

transport provisions to the island. He added that islanders

cannot comprehend the ineptitude of Knittel and the Director

of Transportation who they believe have made a contract that

is prejudicial for the island. These complaints were rejected by

Knittel.
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• Due to autonomy declarations made in Tahiti. the president
of the Consejo de Ancianos # 1, Alberto Hotus, will ask the
Sub-secretary of the Interior, Belisaro Velasco, to shut down
a clandestine radio station that has been operating for more
than a month in Hangaroa. The station belongs to Matias
Riroriko whose objective is to serve the interests of the
Consejo de Ancianos #2, a group that opposes the current Ley
1ndigena.

According to Hotus, the radio openly called for a boycott of
elections to select Rapanui delegates to the Comisi6n
Nacional de Desarollo Indigena (CONADI), and is dedicated
to promote the implimentation of a statute similar to that of
French Polynesia.

According to Hotus, the president of Consejo #2 declared in
Tahiti that Easter Island requires more autonomy, thus openly
showing they are in favor of drawing closer to the French
oceanic territories. This situation cannot continue, in view of
flagrant illegality, especially as the radio station promotes an
idea that does not have the support of the island population
and contrasts with policies that the State of Chile is
developing on Easter Island. Hotus insists that the radio
station be closed down.

Subsequently, a communication without signature was sent
to El Mercurio stating that Raul Teao, Mario Tuki, Matias
Riroroko and Inez Teave have solicited the President of Chile
to suspend the application of the Ley 1ndigena on the island
and included a statement that the "so-called legal body"
maintains a situation on the island "like a volcano or a time
bomb for the social tension that it is accumulating". They
added that the election of Hotus was illegal.

£/ Mercurio de Valparaiso
What's New in Polynesia.

Tahiti.
Two Hawaiian canoes, Hawai 'i/oa and Hokule 'a took part

in the ceremony at the great marae of the war god, Oro at
Taputapuatea on Raiatea. Modern canoes gathered at Raiatea
from all over Polynesia to rededicate the sacred temple and
then sail north to Hawai'i. Vetea Hart, assistant manager in
Papeete of the Territorial Office for Cultural Action in French
Polynesia whose job is educating the people about the
significance of the canoe gathering, drew up a charter for a
modern federation of Polynesian navigators. Ceremonies at
Taputapuatea celebrated the arrival of seven voyaging canoes
representing the far distant points of the Polynesian triangle
including Hawaii, New Zealand and Easter Island. Legend
says that the last time this happened was in 1350.

A canoe built by Easter Islanders living in Tahiti has joined
the group The single-hulled 32 foot canoe is called Te Rau
Hono and is built of reeds with 2 outriggers. Hart stated that
there is no Easter Jsland tradition of reed canoes from ancient
times. The New Zealand canoe, the double-hulled Te 'Aurere,
was held up in customs in Papeete but finally joined the
Hawai'i canoes at Moorea. A Cook Island canoe, the
Taketumu, sailed from Rarotonga bringing Sir Thomas Davis,
former prime minister of the Cook Islands.

The Honolulu Advertiser, March /995.

Tahiti.
Greenpeace has condemned a statement from the new

French president, Jacques Chirac, who claims that it is an
"absolute priority" that nuclear testing be resumed in order to
maintain France's nuclear arsenal. Chirac's comments
threaten to derail the current test ban talks in Geneva.
Greenpeace is urging a rejection of testing at Moruroa;
however, if France resumes testing, Greenpeace will respond.

Pacific News Bulletin, March 1995.
New Zealand.

Indigenous Maori protesters threatened to use terrorism to
stop the government from selling state-owned assets to
foreign investors. Prime Minister Jim Bolger downplayed the
seriousness of the threat as Maori activists demonstrated
outside a meeting of the Asian Development Bank in
Auckland.

The Honolulu Advertiser, May 4, 1995.
French Polynesia.

Links between French Polynesia and the Cook Islands are
strengthening. Although separated by 1500 km of ocean, they
are finding common interests. French culture is making
inroads in the Cooks despite the political friction caused by
French nuclear testi ng in the Pacific. The attraction has
increased as funding from AetearoalNew Zealand has shrunk
and France is now seen as a possible source of investment
funds in the Cook Islands.

Pacific News Bulletin, February 1995.

Pitcairn.
Pitcairn's current population is 44 (20 males and 24

females). Seven children are under the age of 15 and there are
11 islanders age 65 or older. Eight Pitcairners are absent, two
ex-islanders visiting, and 8 non-Pitcairners are in residence.

The Pitcairn lv!iscellany 38(2) reports that recently planted
Macademia nut trees are doing well, as are Norfolk pine and
oak. Other imports from New Zealand and Australia are
growing, as is miro, a native tree that used to be on the island
but was over-harvested for wood carving. Monterey pine,
Pinus radiata, seems unsuited to the environment and appears
to be dying off.

Fiji
New drugs extracted from South Pacific plants are the focus

of a recent planning grant of $50,000 awarded to Natural
Product Development and Conservation in Fiji. Supported by
the Biodiversity Support Programme, a consortium of the
World Wildlife Fund, the Nature Conservancy and World
Resources Institute, with funding by the US Agency for
International Development, the program supports a number of
projects in Asia and the Pacific that will aid rural
communities to obtain increasing returns from their natural
environment, thus encouraging the preservation of
biodiversity. In Fiji, the project involves selling medicinal
plants and marine organisms to a pharmaceutical company.

The University ofthe South Pacific Bulletin, March 1995.

Rapa Nui Journal 55 Vol 9 (2) June 1995


