
Children ofthe island playa major role in the Tapati
festival activities including the Carnival/Parade. Here,

dressed in tapa and grass skirts, they display a huge version
ofa traditional kai-kai (string figures).

NEWS AND NOTES

What's New in Polynesia
Hawai'i

The dreaded brown tree snake of Guam still is trying to
worm its way into Hawai'i. A 29 inch long snake was found
alive at Schofield Barracks. State agriculture officials and
environmentaLists say the brown tree snake could wreck havoc
on native bird species; it also attacks poultry, small pets and
is known to bite children. In recent years the Hawaiian
legislature appropriated $100,000 for a program to guard
against the snake and Congress appropriated $100,000 to
tra~n dogs to detect them by checking planes and ships
arnvlng from Guam. Since 198 L seven of these snakes have
been found in Hawai'i.

Honolulu Advertiser, December 22, 1994
Kiribati

Kiribati's government has decided to ignore the
International Dateline that transects the mid-Pacific nation.
Formerly the Line and Phoenix Islands were 23 hours behind
the date and time in the rest of Kiribati. Now they will have
the same date although they will be one hour ahead of the rest
of Kiribati's islands.

Honolulu Advertiser, December 26, 1994
Fiji

The University of the South Pacific's International Student
Exchange Program, ISEP, received a grant of US $3000 from
the United States Information Selvices of the US Embassy in
Suva. The fund helps defray administrative costs which
include maintenance allowance and health insurance for two
USP students \-vho spend a calendar year at an American
university.

Vice-Chancellor E. Solofa of the USP spoke at a workshop
on Hazardous Waste and Water Quality, noting the urgent
need for waste management in Pacific Island countries. He
said that many cases of destructive exploitation of forest in the

Pacific Islands have had full participation and sanction of the
local communities which were more concerned with making
money from what they claimed was their indigenous right.
Waste managment has become a priority environmental issue
for the region; pollution has caused significant degradation of
the coastal environment. The workshop was organized by the
Chemical Society of the South Pacific.

University ofthe South Pacific Bulletin, 27(41) 1994

The Institute of Education, University of the South Pacific,
will hold an annual Creative Writing Competition to
encourage creative writing skills in schools around the region.
The director announced that there are now sufficient short
stories, poems and drama material to publish a small
anthology. Several Fiji students won prizes in the recent
contest.

L:niversity ofthe South Pacific Bulletin, 27 (44) 1994.

New Zealand
_ The Pan-Pacific Conference XII wii! be held from 29 May
to 1 June, 1995, in Dunedin and Queenstown, NZ. Organized
by the Pan-Pacific Business Association, the conference will
serve as an important forum for the exchange of ideas and
information to promote understanding and cooperation
among Pacific countries. For information, contact Prof. Sang
Lee or Linda Rohn, Dept. of Management, 209 College of
Business Administration, University of Nebraska-Lincoln. PO
Box 880491, Lincoln, NE 68588-0491, USA.

-In November, the New Zealand Department of Conservation
atte!TIpted to aerially distribute poison" 1080" for possum
control in the Maungamuka ranges. A protest resulted and the
Maungamuka drops were called off. However an operation
was carried out over the Waima area; despite warning signs,
poison pellets were found floating in rivers in the
communities adjacent to the aerial drop. Government
agencies looked upon the protest as an effort to stop control of
possums; however, for the Maori, the issue was not possum~

but the use of poison and environmental damage.
Pacific News Bulletin, 9(12), December 1994.

What's New in Hangaroa

- According to El Mercurio de Valparaiso for 16 November
1994, 'TVN' will soon begin to transmit directly to Easter
Island since the Consejo Nacional de Television has approved
supplementary funds for such service. The Consejo acted on a
petition from the government of the V Region. This linkup
will 'substantially increase the Jiason of the island and the
continent'.

Already TV has made considerable inroads into the island
culture. Soap operas are watched avidly by all ages; at 8 p.m.
on the program night, streets are deserted--everyone is glued
to the TV.

- The Intendent of the V Region, Hardy Knittel, reported
that President Frei has announced that $5.1 million dollars
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