
comments by our editor, Frank Bock, on page 37-38].

• El Mercurio de Santiago (15 November 1994) reports that
Rapa Nui has a Rotary Club. It has been functioning "for
some months" with 30 associates,S of them women. The
president is Alfredo Tuki Pate. A delegation from the
continent donated 600 school texts and teaching videos to the
island's school, which is attended by 700 students.

• Work has begun on the rehabilitation of the Sebastian
Englert Museum. The project involves repairing the roof, the
exhibition hall and transforming a storeroom into a
depository for collections. This will enable the Museum to
take better care of its archaeological and ethnographical
materials, according to the director of the Museum, Claudio
Gomez.

• The most astonishing sight on Rapa Nui, so far: a cream
colored Mercedes Benz. This vehicle was spotted driving in a
cloud of dust near La Perouse bay--in use as a taxi carrying
some tourists around the island.

• The island continues to be plagued with supply problems.
The latest attempt to send supplies was a fiasco: the ship
Guamblin never left Valparaiso. It was supposed to sail on
December 21, but islanders in Valparaiso decided not to load
their cargo once they saw the rusting hulk (a reconditioned
fish factory ship) tied up at the pier. Adding insult to injury,
the shippers had raised the price 37%. Upon examination, the
ship was found to be unsafe in any waters. Repairs were
made, the ship passed inspection and was scheduled to sail on
December 30th. But islanders still balked, noting that it was
leaking fuel. Meanwhile fruit and vegetables rotted on the
pier, and Congressman Bartolucci blasted the Intendencia for
'negligence' A Panamanian freighter (the "Nova") was
contracted and finally sailed for the island on 9 January
carrying loads of Christmas gifts and a big truck. Another
small ship that supplies petroleum platforms in the Straits of
Magellan took the remainder of items that the Nova did not.
including 33 head of cattle, tons of lumber and steel and
3,000 bags of cement.

£1 Mercurio de Valparaiso, 9 January 1995.

• Some small toromiro plants are growing the greenhouse at
the CONAF gardens. The five-year old tree that formerly
grew here died recently. It seems these native trees can no
longer adapt to changes in soil and vegetation. We were told
that many varieties of bananas are also dying due to
introduced pests from Chile.

• The Minister of Defense, Edmundo Perez Yoma, declared
that plans are made for construction of a new port on the
island, at Mataveri Otai, near Hanga Roa. The project would
have an approximate cost of 50 million dollars and a capacity
of receiving ships up to 5,000 tons. A private company is
interested in building the port (a Chilean-German enterprise).
He added that the location should be re-studied as it is a
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difficult place to build a port due to the steep coastline, and it
is possible that cheaper alternatives might be found.

El,\1ercurio, 24 December 1994.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
United States
• Breathless headlines from the Weekly World News

(November 8, 1994) state: "Mystery Statues found in North
Carolina Valley!" This 'off the wall' story claims that 23
stone 'mystery heads' ,have been found in a mountain valley,
" ... stunning archaeologists who are unable to account for this
astounding archaeological discovery". A photograph shows
three statues from Rano Raraku with the caption: "Photo
taken at secret North Carolina site shows three of the 23
stone head figures found in the area." Reading further. it
seems that the 23 heads are actually underground, but were
located with a "special scanning device". A local
archaeologist declares he is looking into Indian legends in
order to unlock the mystery of how Easter Island statues got
to North Carolina. [Ruena suerte, baby).

• Rapanuiphile Russell Morgan informs us that noted US
film critics. Roger Ebert and Gene Siskel. recently listed the
ten worst films of 1994. Guess which film made their NO.2
spot? Right Rapa-Nui. The most factual portion of the
movie. the race for the egg, was the part that the critics found
contrived and unbelievable. And Dorothy Feltham sent in
copy from the San Francisco Chronicle quoting Chilean film
critics (it just opened in Chile): EI iv!ercurio states that the
movie was greeted with vicious reviews and disgruntled
movie-goers who found the plot and people 'cardboard' and
the story line' infantile'.

Austria
On Friday. 18 November 1994 at 8:15 in the evening, the

Austrian science program NOVA broadcast (from Vienna) a
IS-minute documentary about Rapa NuL written and directed
by Dr. Jos Rosenthal, who years ago flew to the Island with
Elena Charola. The stress of the short program was on the
"mysteries revealed" theme, such as the environmental
collapse being the reason for the social upheaval and
termination of the moai carving~ but they also panned the
Hollywood movie with terrific scenes of the waste moai
rotting in the Hangaroa rubbish tip and a good statement by
Jose Miguel Ramirez abollt the damage the filming did to
nature, sites, and Iife style. The Austrian team flew to
Meersburg to interview Dr Steven Roger Fischer about his
recent breakthrough in the decipherment of rongorongo. and
they showed their highly edited version of his statement to the
effect that we can 'read' parts of the script at last. Fischer is
shown explaining, in German, how a whole sentence from
the "Santiago Staff" can be read. The program was well done
and scientifically unassailable, something that seems to be
more and more par for the course of late, particularly among
German-language broadcasts.
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