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FROM THE EDITORS

This issue of the Rapa Nui Journal contains a diverse group of
papers, including those that range across the Pacific, touching
on various island groups, and of course, on Rapa Nui itself. In
this issue we note recent publications, and we thank our col
leagues who graciously agreed to review them. We also in
clude a review of recent exhibitions in Paris - major efforts
by Catherine and Michel Orliac, who have published stun
ningly beautiful illustrated books and catalogs to accompany
the exhibitions.

David Addison, Bryan Bass, et aI., contribute their field
results from excavations in Tokelau: "Archaeology of Atafu,
Tokelau: Some initial results from 2008". Lying more than
300 miles (483 km) north of Samoa, Tokelau is in a group of
atolls that may have played a critical role in post-Lapita
Polynesian dispersals and interactions and which will be
seriously affected by rising sea levels. Thus the archaeological
work assumes some urgency before the waters rise further.

Olaug Andreassen's charming essay on "coming of age"
on Rapa Nui is a follow-up to an earlier paper in RNJ and
concerns her fieldwork on the island. She captures the joys,
fears, and frustrations of conducting anthropological research
on a tiny island.

Paul Horley, in a great bit of detective work, identifies
and illustrates some sites featured in Thomson's early report,
solving discrepancies between his illustrations and photos, and
the actual sites.

Tessa Keenan's paper is a comparison of the effects of
colonization on the indigenous peoples of Australia, Aotearoa,
and Rapa Nui. While each case has its own history and con
sequences, there is a clear and common pattern of abuse by the
colonizers.

Fiji is the focus of two papers. Britney Kyle, Julie Field,
and Michel Kenyhercz's report on a post-Lapita site in Fiji
describes their excavations in the Sigatoka Valley of Viti Levu
where they uncovered burials. Another island in Fiji, Tavuni,
was studied by Sidsel Millerstrom and Maria Curz Berrocal,
who were searching for rock art sites. Working from descrip
tions of Fij ian locations mentioned in the literahlre, they set
off and were able to find a few, some even underwater. The
2008 field season was a return by the authors who were trying
to locate a site at Moturiki. They plan another field season to
search other Fijian islands.

Brett Shepardson contributes an update on his' A P6
statue project and the Rapa Nui Youth Involvement Program.
This interesting and worthwhile project includes Rapa Nui
high school students, involving them in conservation and
research efforts on their own island. The recent focus of the
project has been to assess the possibility that some inland
statues were intended to be boundary markers, and were not
just abandoned during transit. Six of his students are co
authors, making important contributions and also increasing
their own awareness of resources and techniques for
archaeological research on their island.

Our final paper in this issue is Part 2 of the Metraux
Barthel correspondence, translated and annotated by Steven
Roger Fischer. It is fascinating reading. These two scholars
wrote back and forth for years, in several languages, sharing
and comparing their findings and personal research projects. It
is chilling to read of how Fischer obtained a copy of Metraux 's
notes from Barthel; so easily might they have been lost
forever, as Barthel's widow "tossed out" his old material!

This issue we also have sad news about the loss of another
of the island's koro: Luis Pate, or "Papa Kiko" as he was
generally called. I (Lee) first became aware of Papa Kiko in
1981 when I attended mass at the island's church. I loved the
singing, which was a totally new sound for me, and over all
soared one voice! What was that? Who was that? I craned my
neck trying to find the source but as I was in the back on the
left and the singers were on the right, down near the altar, so I
couldn't see. It took three Sundays before I managed to find
out who it was, and that was my first glimpse of Papa Kiko.
What a voice! Although I had never been much of a church
attendee before, I never missed Sunday's 9 o'clock service.
Not only did Kiko's voice fascinate me, the entire service and
the building itself was amazing. The windows in the church
were broken so birds flew in and out during the service, and
the wind caused the single light bulb on the end of a long cord
to swing back and forth, in the process illuminating various
parts of the altar. Small children and stray dogs wandered in
and out. The kids moved from one lap to another - first
auntie, then uncle, then back to mom, or whomever was
related. It was a anthropological "trip" to just observe my
fellow attendees and absorb the feeling of togetherness that
seemed to flow amongst the pews, along with Kiko's amazing
voice. He'll be missed.

Our Look Back feature is an account taken, at least in
part, from Thomson's Report of the US National Museum for
1891 and featured in the Washington DC Star in July of 1889
and later in the West American Scientist in January of 1891.
Th; misi~terpretationsand mistakes left us breathless.

When the tenn "gentleman and scholar" is raised (rarely)
these days, it couldn't apply better than to Paul Horley of Yuri
Fedkovych Chernivtsi National University whose name and
contributions to the RNJ over the last few years should be
immediately recognizable. He's the subject of our latest
"Getting to Know You".

And of course there's the usual assortment of reviews,
pUblicati~ns, moai ~ightings, and news of all things Oceania,
Pacifica, and Rapanuia. Enjoy!

Georgia Lee & Shawn McLaughlin
Senior Editors


