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WHAT'S NEW IN THE PACIFIC

HAWAIIAN STATE SENATORS killed a measure that would have
de-regulated the tattoo industry in Hawai'i and would have
repealed licensing procedures and safety requirements, allow
ing competition for unlicensed tattoo artists. Another measure
pending in the legislature would exempt native Hawaiian
tattooing experts from tattoo licensing laws. The state tattoo
industry also opposes that measure because they want it to
include requirements to ensure the tools are sanitary.

Source: RGJ.com (April 8, 2008).

KARl KARl BALLET CULTURAL performed in Seoul in celebra
tion of Chilean Week in Korea. Hosted by ProChile, the
Chilean trade commission, the perfonnance in April was well
received and was also introduced by Sergio Rapu!

Source: JoongAng Daily (April 16,2008).

CONDE NAST TRA VELER unvei led its annual "hot list" - the
magazine's guide to the hottest new hotels, restaurants, spas,
and clubs around the world - and among three new additions
to the list (together with Romania and Rwanda) is our favorite
navel of the world!

Source: Hospitality.net (April 22, 2008).

AUCKLAND MUSEUM'S TRAVELING EXHIBITION, "Vaka Moana
- Voyages of the Ancestors", is currently at Taiwan's National
Museum of Prehistory and the National Museum of Natural
Science. The exhibition is displaying 200 objects from New
Zealand museum collections, including Polynesian carvings,
multi-media displays, and a variety of interactive kiosks
drawing on a broad range of scientific specialties.

Source: Honolulu Star-Bulletin (April 25, 2008).

ACCORDING TO ASTUDY published in the April Lancet Oncol
ogy, people who are natives ofHawai'i or New Zealand have
higher mortality rates for many types of cancer than do Euro
pean people who live there. This situation could be improved
by educational programs related to screening, diet, and smok
ing and also reflects the fact that lower income and socio-eco
nomic status is linked to higher cancer mortality - conditions
observed among Maori and Pacific peoples generally.

Source: Medical News Today (April 28, 2008).

RECE TLYSTUDIED POTTERY SHERDS place the first Poly
nesian settlement in Tonga, rather than Samoa, which was
once thought to be the birthplace of the culture. The finds at
the site or Nukuleka suggest the Lapita people first arrived
almost 3,000 years ago from Fiji. The culture developed and
had spread to Samoa before colonizing French Polynesia and
other eastern island chains 1,500 years later.

Source: Archaeology (May/June 2008)

NATIVE HAWAIIANS temporarily chained shut the gates of the
historic [olani Palace in May to protest what they call the

United States' occupation of the islands. Prohibited from en
tering the locked palace itself, and doing no damage to the
building or grounds, the protestors, who asserted that the
building was the seat of government, surrendered the palace
after six hours. The protest was only partly relevant, according
to the executive director of the Iolani Palace (now a museum
and tourist attraction), who observed that the building was
originally used as the royal residence of the monarchy, not as a
seat of government.

Source: Yahoo! News (May I, 2008).

EL NINO MAY HAVE HELPED MAGELLAN cross the Pacific,
according anthropologists Scott M. Fitzpatrick of North Caro
lina State University and Richard Callaghan of the University
of Calgary, Canada, and summarized in the journal Science.
Dendrochronology data indicate that the EI Nino phenomena
was occurring between 1519 and 1520 and may have resulted
in fair weather when Magellan crossed from South America to
what is now part ofIndonesia. Because many of Magellan's
crew had died or were sick with scurvy, he may have chosen
to sail with the prevailing winds and currents, thereby reduc
ing the number of crew needed to operate his ships. And while
this research doesn't address other trans-Pacific migrations
apropos of colonization of Easter [sland, it does provide
further evidence for the utility of the EI Nino / Southern
Oscillation phenomenon when it comes to Pacific voyaging.

Source: Yahoo! News (May 16,2008)

A VOLCANO ON THE LARGEST OF THE GALApAGOS ISLANDS
began erupting at the end of May, with rangers and tour guides
reporting lava flowing down the northeastern flank of the
Cerro Azul volcano on the island of Isabela. Four lava flows
were said to "have consumed a lot of vegetation" but did not
threaten the famed Galapagos tortoises. Nor did the eruption
endanger people on the island.

Source: Yahoo! News (May 3 J, 2008)

THE JUNE 2008 NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC features an interesting
geographic depiction of world territories still under colonial
rule, despite the passage of half a century since the United
Nations declared that this should end. In 2002 East Timor won
full independence from Indonesia but the UN lists 16 terri
tories, and 1.2 million persons, still under foreign rule. Neither
the U.S. nor the U.K. will cooperate with the UN in this re
gard, however, though France will allow New Caledonia to
vote in the next decade on its future. Tokelau, despite urging
from New Zealand to choose equal partnership, failed to
achieve its 2007 referendum in this regard.

Source: National Geographic.

A STUDY PUBLISHED IN JUNE in the Proceedings ofthe
National Academy ofSciences and based on radiocarbon
dating of rat bones and rat-gnawed seeds reinforces a theory
that human settlers did not arrive in New Zealand until 1300
BCE, about a thousand years later than some scientists believe.
Janet Wilmshurst led an international team of researchers in
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the four-year study, which contradicts research by Richard
Holdaway and others that was published in Nature in 1996.
Although Travor Worthy, a member of the Wilmshurst team,
was adamant the new carbon dating results proved the Nature
claim wrong, Holdaway stands by his fIndings.

Source: Ray Lilley, AP; Yahoo! News (June 4, 2008)

SELF-PROCLAIMED MONARCH OF HAWAI',
HOLDS COURT DAILY

Honolulu - Surrounded by royal guards and the occasional
tourist, Her Majesty Mahealani Kahau and her government
ministers hold court every day under a tent outside the palace
ofHawai'i's last monarch, passing laws and discussing how to
secure reparations for the Native Hawaiian people. Kahau and
her followers are members of the self-proclaimed Hawaiian
Kingdom Government, which is devoted to restoring the
Hawaiian monarchy overthrown in 1893.

Source: Arizona Republic (June 20, 2008)

A MAORI WIN
An indigenous group received the largest settlement in

New Zealand's history on June 25, when the government
signed over land and cash worth some $300 million to seven
Maori tribes on the North Island. The tribes' more than
100,000 members will share rental income from 435,000 acres
of forest used by lumber companies, compensation rooted in
an 1840 land treaty with British colonists.

Source: Time magazine (July 7, 2008)

HAWAr'1 LOOKS TO SEND AWAY TRASH
With 900,000 residents and nearly five times as many

tourists each year, Oahu is running out of landfIll space, so, in
an ambitious municipal disposal plan, the Honolulu City
council (which governs all of Oahu), wants to hire a company
to haul some of its trash away. One bidder is proposing to take
the trash 2,600 miles across the Pacific to the West Coast of
the U.S., sail it up the Columbia River, and deliver it to the
biggest landfill in Washington state. Honolulu officials say
that if the barge were to sink, it would pose little danger to the
environment because the garbage would be compacted, baled,
and wrapped in four air-tight layers of plastic.

Source: Arizona Republic (July 15,2008)

A NEW STUDY from the University of Adelaide's Australian
Centre for Ancient DNA (ACAD) of ancient and modern
chickens has shed more light on the discussion and contro
versy surrounding the extent to which pre-historic Polynesians
had contact with the Americas. The study, published in July in
the Proceedings ofthe National Academy oj'Sciences, ques
tions recent claims that chickens were first introduced into
South America by Polynesians, before the arrival of Spanish
chickens in the 15th century following Christopher Columbus.
In addressing the debate, ACAD Director Alan Cooper notes
that "Polynesians are known to have spread chickens across
the Pacific at least as far as Easter Island, but were not thought
to have introduced them to South America". A recent study

claimed to have fOlmd the first direct evidence of a genetic
link between ancient Polynesian and apparently pre-Colum
bian chickens from archaeological sites in Chile, supporting
the idea that there was extensive contact between Polynesia
and South America.

The current work challenges this conclusion by analyzing
DNA data from 41 native Chilean chicken specimens and
comparing these with over a thousand modern domestic
chickens from around the world as well as the previously
published 0 A from Polynesian and Chilean chicken bones.
"The results", says Cooper, "showed that the ancient Poly
nesian and Chilean chickens possessed a genetic sequence that
is the most common in the world today, the so-called 'KFC'
gene". [Does Colonel Sanders know about this? - Ed.] "This
sequence", Cooper goes on to say, "would undoubtedly have
been common in the early Spanish chickens, and therefore
provides no evidence of Polynesian contact. So while we can
say the KFC chicken was popular amongst early Polynesian
voyagers, we certainly can't use it as evidence for trade with
South America".

The researchers did find a highly unusual DNA sequence
in the ancient Easter Island chickens, which originate from
Indonesia or the Philippines, but this apparently did not get
passed on to South America. "This is important because Easter
Island is corrunonly thought of as a major jumping off point
for Polynesian contact with South America," says team mem
ber and ACAD PhD student Nicolas Rawlence. According to
Jaime Gongora, project leader, many people in South America
like to believe they are descendants of Polynesians. "This
study does not disprove this idea", he said, "but we have found
no evidence to support pre-historic contact".

Source: Newswise (www.newswise.com) - July 29 from a
press release by the University of Adelaide.

NEW ZEALAND AND CHILE have entered into an education
arrangement, according to a press release from the New Zea
land government. As many as 300 tertiary students a year from
Chile may study in New Zealand under the new agreement,
which is part of Chile's US$6 billion Bicentennial Fund for
Human Capital Development. New Zealand is among the fust
five countries to be included in the arrangement, together with
Australia, Canada, Great Britain, and the U.S. The purpose of
the arrangement is to provide the framework to strengthen
human capital development and improve the scope and quality
for education through access for scholarship students to voca
tional and technical training, graduate, doctoral and post doc
toral education, language courses and teacher education
studies. Says Minister for Education Chris Carter, "Chile is the
strongest education relationship New Zealand has in Latin
America. The links between our two countries go back to the
19th Century and include trade and a shared Polynesian heri
tage with Maori and the people of Rapa Nui (Easter Island).
The agreement ... demonstrates the strength of our education
and research ties and sets the platform to take our relationship
into the 21st Century".

Source: Scoop Independent News (August I, 2008)
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ANOTHER PALACE TAKEOVER
On August 17 a group of Native Hawaiians claiming to be

the state's legitimate rulers occupied the grounds of an historic
palace for two hours before being arrested by state officers in
the second recent takeover attempt of its kind.

A staff member of the Iolani Palace was allegedly
assaulted during the takeover and when she called for help
from a Honolulu police officer she was told palace grounds
were not under city police jurisdiction. Hawai'i's governor,
Linda Lingle, said there would be an investigation into the
police response. She also said the people who invaded the
palace "have to be shown it's not going to be acceptable".

A group of men wearing red shirts stenciled with
"security" in yellow on the back took over the grounds of the
palace by chaining the gates and posting signs that read
"Property of the Kingdom of Hawaiian Trust".

The executive director of the Friends of Iolani Palace and
other staff members were locked down in the palace and an
administration building during the takeover.

State law officers climbed over the fence a few hours after
the takeover began and made 20 arrests. The palace, normally
open to tours, remained closed the rest of the weekend to
assess any damage and to ensure its security.

Laura Theilen, director of the Department of Land and
Natural Resources, which oversees the palace, condemned the
takeover. "We intend to charge them to the fullest extent of the
law", she said.

The pro-sovereignty group identified its leader as King
Akahi Nui, who was among those arrested. An "occupation
public information bulletin" distributed by a member of the
group said in part, "Majesty Akahi Nui, the King of Hawaii,
has now reoccupied the throne of Hawaii. The Kingdom of
Hawaii is now re-enacted". Akahi Nui claims to have been
crowned in 1998.

Several Native Hawaiian organizations have rival claims
to sovereignty over the islands. Another group calling itself
the Hawaiian Kingdom Government occupied the palace
grounds on April 30 and has been getting permits to set up on
the grounds each week since then. That group claims to be
operating a functioning government from the palace grounds.

The ornate palace is operated as a museum of Hawaiian
royalty. King Kalakaua built it, and it also served as the resi
dence for his sister and successor, Queen Liliuokalani, the
islands' last ruling monarch. She was imprisoned in the palace
after the 1893 U.S.-supported overthrow of the monarchy.
After falling into disrepair, the palace was restored in the
1970s as a National Historic Landmark.

Source: Arizona Republic (August 17,2008).

THE GALApAGOS ISLANDS, a UNESCO World heritage site,
were under a botanical alert on August 19 after a destructive
Mediterranean fruit fly (medfly) was detected on the archi
pelago, the Agricultural Health Service reported. Medflies
(Ceratitis capitata Wiedemann), one of the most invasive
insects that can wreak havoc to a wide range of fruit crops,
were found on San Cristobal and Santa Cruz islands and pose

a "high risk to the preservation of native plants ... and several
crops in the farming sectors of the islands". Measures to
contain the infestation include restricting the transportation of
plants from the mainland and between the islands and stricter
controls at airports and port facilities.

Source: Yahoo! News (August 19, 2008)

THREE MONTHS AFTER DEPARTING LONG BEACH, CALIFORNlA,
a raft literally made of junk landed August 28th at Ala Wai
Harbor in Honolulu. Two men - Marcus Eriksen and Joel
Paschal- crossed 2,600 miles of open Pacific on a 30-foot
vessel made of salvaged sailboat masts, pontoons filled with
15,000 plastic bottles, and cabin made from the fuselage of a
Cessna airplane. Tanned, dirty, and hungry but greeted by a

. crowd of about two dozen who provided leis, fresh food, and
beer, the two men said they "got used to eating fish and peanut
butter". They also had no shortage of problems, from difficulty
leaving the Long Beach area (because the raft could only sail
down wind), damage due to a storm, and running low on
supplies because, while at sea, they realized they were travel
ing only half a mile per hour and it would take them much
longer to reach Hawai'i than the previously anticipated six
weeks. But they were able to contact a solo rowboater who
happened to be in the same area (who was low on water) and
they were able to meet and exchange resources. The goal of
the trip was to creatively raise awareness about plastic debris
and pollution in the ocean. Single-use plastics, the adventurers
said, should be banned because they are wasteful and usually
end up in the ocean. The team, which posted online videos and
reports of their trip (www.junkraft.com). hopes to visit schools
around Oahu to share their experience, is working on a docu
mentary film about the voyage to raise public awareness of the
danger of plastics.

Source: Yahoo! News (August 28,2008)

OF THE 29,004 FOREIGN-EXCHANGE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS in
the world studying for a semester or two between 2007 and
2008,189 of those in the U.S. were from Oceania (134 from
Australia) whereas 76 American students visited Oceania (41
in Australia).

Source: National Geographic (September 2008)

WHAT'S NEW ELSEWHERE

PASADENA PUBLIC LrnRARY ONE CITY ONE STORY EVENT
Earlier this year, the Easter Island Foundation was con

tacted by the Pasadena Public Library and invited to partner
with them for their One City One Story Program. This is an
event held every April and is designed to broaden and deepen
reading and literature within the Pasadena community. The
book chosen for 2008 was Jennifer Vanderbes's novel, Easter
Island. Book groups read and discussed the selection and there
were a variety of events to compliment the program. The ElF
loaned various movies to the library for their Easter Island film
and documentary series (including two animated children's
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