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WHAT'S NEW ON EASTER ISLAND

TwO ISLANDERS WERE DETAINED in early April after they were
discovered excavating a shallow well at an archaeological site
and subsequently causing "incalculable damage" adjacent to
the ahu at Akahanga on the southeast coast, according to an
article in El Mercurio de Valparaiso. The islanders, both 30
years old and identified only by the initials "L.P.T." and
"E.E.P.", said they were digging the 3-meter (IO-foot) deep
well to get underground water for their animals. Sonia Haoa, a
representative of the Consejo de Monumentos Nacionales de
Rapa Nui, was dispatched to the site to certify its antiquity,
which was partly verified by the fact that the islanders had
unearthed tools from the island's prehistoric period. The
island's mayor, Petero Edmunds, asserted that the two
islanders did nothing wrong and were being treated too harshly
- an ironic assessment given the recent vandalism of the ear
lobe of a moai at Abu Nau Nau by a Finnish tourist in which
the mayor said the tourist's ear should be cut off in keeping
with the concept of "an eye for an eye". Edmunds went on to
say too much of the island is under CONAF's jurisdiction,
leaving insufficient land for the islanders and that Chile should
limit the number of tourists to only the more affluent because,
presumably, they are more responsible.

Source: The Editors. With thanks to Bill Liller.

EFFORTS TO ERADICATE MOSQUITOES - and the risk of
Dengue Fever they bring - has been manifested in T-shirts
showing a group of admittedly
continental-looking folks
beating the hell out of a
mosquito. The slogan translates
to: "To Get Rid of Mosquitoes
... It's Your Health!" (Thanks to
Steven Fischer for providing the
translation.)

Source: Laura Boyd; photo
by Shawn McLaughlin.

A ECONOMIST FROM ROMANIA
was robbed of his passport, cell
phone, camera, medication,
credit cards, and $7,000 in cash (plus even some Romanian
currency) when his room at the Hotel Iorana was broken into.
Tracking misuse of the credit cards, carabineros apprehended
two waitresses who confessed to the crime and returned the
goods, and they implicated a man who was caught exchanging
the currency. Subsequent investigation, and a search by
authorities, uncovered several cameras that may have been
stolen as well as" I00 doses" of "island marijuana".

Source: El Mercurio de Valparaiso (May 14,2008)

As PART OF THE NEW TRAIL SYSTEM at Rano Raraku, one of
the pathways that previously accommodated eventual access to
the summit reveals a new sign prohibiting the use of the path.
However, access to the interior of Rano Raraku (and the sum-

mit) is still possible by other means that are not prohibited, but
authorities are trying to discourage people nevertheless from
climbing to the summit after a recent accident involving a
tourist.

Source: Laura Boyd. With
thanks to Nikko Haoa and
Conny Martin. Photos by Laura
Boyd.

JUST WHAT THE ISLAND NEEDS ...
NOr! A Weblog from
AMNewYork reports that
Philippe Petit (the man who on
August 7, 1974, strung a tight
rope between the World Trade
Center towers and walked back
and forth across the wire eight times in 45 minutes) has said
that his next performance "will be a high-wire walk on Easter
Island". Perhaps we can convince him to string the tightrope
between 'Orongo and Motu Kao Kao. With a little luck he
might make a tasty lunch for a shark or two....

Source: AMNY.com (May 6, 2008)

HERE'S SOME INTERESTING NEWS ABOUT EASTER ISLAND that
doesn't involve vandalism or destruction of sensitive archaeo
logical sites: A German archaeological expedition directed by
Burkhard Vogt has excavated a new site discovered by Soma
Haoa during her survey of Maunga Terevaka. The previously
unknown site includes an ahu (Nua ua Mea) at Ava Ranga
Uka (south ofRano Aroi towards Akahanga, between Vaitea
and Maunga Pui (the latter being the hill where the "haka pei",
or banana trunk sliding competition, is held during Tapati).
According to a report from Jose Miguel Ramirez, who visited
the site, there is a crude platfonn and a moai about 2 meters
(6.5 feet) in length but with no eye sockets. Most interesting of
all is the puna - a large, rectangular pool (sort of like a taheta
on steroids). The puna is about 3 by 5 meters (9.8 by 16 feet)
in area and built with beautifully dressed vertical paenga
stones. Jose Miguel says the stones were leveled on top,
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study will be conducted to detennine underground hydrologi
cal resources available, rainwater drainage conditions, and the
development of potable water and sanitation systems in the
island's rural areas. Authorities have yet to determine the
initiative's cost, which is likely to be financed through public
funding. Included in the plan are initiatives to possibly expand
the island's airport terminal, the construction of new roads,
and the paving and maintenance of the existing roads. The
final plan is expected to be approved by mid-September.

Source: www.bnamericas.com (June 26, 2008)

* Note: As a result of a constitutional refonn effective in
2007 Easter Island is no longer a part of Region Y; it,
and the Juan Fernandez archipelago, are now referred
to as "Special Territories" and answer not to Region
Y but directly to administrative bodies in the Interior
Ministry.

DURlNG HIS JULY VISIT TO THE ISLAND Charlie Love reports an
astonishing building boom, including, apparently, plans for
two more 5-star hotels (in addition to the Explora group). With
the price of oil being what it is, and subsequent airfares sky
rocketing (no pun intended), one is hard-pressed to avoid
concern that island tourism will lose the budget (and perhaps
even the moderate) traveler given a shift in emphasis towards
accommodations catering to the extremely wealthy. Prices on
the island, Charlie reports, have doubled since last year.

CHILE'S DlRECCI6N GENERAL DE AERONATICA CIVIL (the
Directorate of Civil Aeronautics) has installed Webcams on
Easter Island with image captures every 10 minutes. Point
your Web browser to these URLs to see westerly, northwester
ly, and easterly views (respectively). You can click on the
"Empezar" button to run an animation cycle of the previously
captured images or "Avanzar" to move forward and "Atras" to
move backward individually, etc. The page updates auto
matically or you can refresh your browser manually (e.g.,
pressing F5 in Internet Explorer). Our thanks to Paul Horley
for bringing the Webcams to our attention.

http://www.aipchile.cl/camara/detail.php?cameraID=32
http://www.aipchile.cl/camara/detail.php?cameraID=33
http://www.aipchile.cl/camara/detail.php?cameraID=34

IN ACOLLABORATION BETWEEN
MEMBERS OF THE ElF (e.g., Georgia
Lee and Don & Elaine Dvorak) and
Enrique Tucki ofCONAF, a new,
comprehensive, 60-page, Spanish
language site plan for Papa Yaka is
in the making, featuring photos,
drawings, and information on
history, archaeology, art, conserva
tion, and public access. A final
version may available as soon as the
end of the year.

but the lower parts follow the natural bedrock or were leveled
with some rocks, fonning a pavement. This clearly follows in
the footsteps of Sonia's research on agricultural resource
utilization on Easter Island, especially with regard to water
retention.

Source: The Editors. With thanks to Jose Miguel Ramirez.
Photo by Jose Miguel Ramirez.

HERE'S THE SCOOP 0 AN EL MERCURiO ARTICLE about a moai
being temporarily loaned to the Louvre: Over the course of a
month in 2009 a moai will be transported (via a Russian
Antonov aircraft, chosen especially for this type of load) to
Paris where it will be placed for some undisclosed number of
months "in front of the Museum". The idea, apparently five
years in the making and under the initiative of Petero
Edmunds (who had to convince many a Rapanui that this was
both advantageous for the island and not disadvantageous for
the moai, especially in light of the damage done by a Finnish
tourist recently to the moai at Ahu Nau Nau), is to have the
moai act as a kind of "ambassador" in Europe to gamer atten
tion and, presumably, funds to support the cultural patrimony
of Easter Island. With the approval on Wednesday the 25th of
the Consejo de Monumentos Nacionales, the moai loan will be
partly funded by the Louis Yuitton Foundation, geologists
from the Italian Mare Nostrum Foundation, the Ralph Lauren
Foundation, and Dolce & Gabbana.

Source: Jose Miguel Ramiirez (June 16,2008)

GOVERNMENT TO DISCUSS WATER, INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT PLA FOR EASTER ISLAND

An article by Eva Medalla appearing on the Business
News Americas Web site and quoting the Chilean public works
ministry (MOP) relates that a water network and infrastructure
development plan is to be implemented on Easter Island and to
function until the year 2020. The project is being discussed
with the Region y* government and MOP's port, airport, road
and planning authorities, which will provide teclmical and
administrative assistance during the plan's development. A
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