
WHAT''5 NE.W IN THE. 'PN:IFIC.

THE DRUG, RAPAMYCIN ( irolimu ), i olated from a fungus
found on Ea ter I land in the 1970, hows great promi e in
offering the fir t treatment for thousands of people who
suffer from an inherited di ea e that cause tumors to grow
throughout the body. Tuberous sclerosi affect one in
10,000 babies and several thousand people in the UK. Al
though the tumors are usually benign, tuberou clero is can
cause autism and epilep y. A UK tudy led by a team at
Cardiff Univer ity ugge t that the Ea ter I land drug
could be used to treat the genetic disorder. A parallel study
in the United States reported similar re ults. The re ult of
the e tudies are published in The New England Journal of
Medicine. Rapamycin wa initially di covered a a product
of a bacteria found in a soil ample from Ea ter I land. The
drug wa originally developed a an antifungal agent but
wa abandoned when it powerful immuno- uppressant
propertie were di covered.

News Wales ews Jail 20, '08 by M. Brindley

PIMA, THE PACIFIC ISLA D MUSEUM Association, i mak
ing an effort to help support training of Pacific mu eum
staff members and the management of island heritage. [n
1990 ICCROM and the Univer ity of Canberra asses ed the
needs for heritage preservation on Pacific I lands becau e
o many Pacific island ' collections suffer from humidity

and climate, invasive pests, lack of skilled staff, and inade
quate training. This led to the founding of PIMA.

In February of2006, the Executive Board relocated the
Secretariat to the Vanuatu Culture enter. By rotating the
ecretariat, i land were able to share benefit such a work
hop ympo ia, etc. Since then, PIMA has had 8 workshop

training , and developed a Code of Professional Ethic that
co er i ue like repatriation, valuation of collections, obli
gation to community and staff training. The Sebastian
Englert Museum on Easter Island is a member of Pima.

ICCROM Newsletter 33, for June 2007

ADZE EARTHED BY KE ETH EMORY on apuka, a
coral atoll in the Tuamotu provide the fir t hard evidence
for the extraordinary seafaring skill of the ancient Pacific
i landers. Marshall Weisler, University of Queensland, has
detennined that the tool was carved from volcanic rock
from a Hawaiian island 4000 kilometres to the north, con
fmning Hawaiian oral hi tories that ettlers who arrived
from the outh made epic canoe trips to and from Tahiti
without navigational instruments. "This 4000-kilometre
journey now tand a the longest uninterrupted maritime
voyage in human prehistory," Wei ler said. The adze,
found in the 1930s, was identified by analyzing the chemi
cal compo ition of the tone. Wei ler and colleague Ken
Coller on identified its ource a the island of Kaho'olawe,
Hawai'i, aid to have been the la t top before heading
outh. The adze wa not made in Hawai'i: "The rock may

have been taken as a gift or a memento, or u ed as ballast,
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and fashioned into adzes in the Tuamotu ." [t i the flfSt
Hawaiian object to have been found in ea t Polyne ia. In
the past it was suggested that mariners fir t reached the is
lands of the east Pacific by chance, drifting there on cur
rents or carried by torms. But experimental voyages show
that they knew what they were doing. "The vast majority of
i lands would never have been found through drift or acci
dental voyaging,' Dr Weisler aid. Eighteen other wood
working adze showed that marine trade was wide pread
throughollt eastern Polynesia.

The Sydney Morning Herald Oct 30, 2007,
by Deborah Smith;

Honolulu Star Bulletin Oct. 2, 2007, by Jim Borg

A 3 OOO-YEAR-OLD BURIAL SITE IN VA UATU containing
60 headle s skeleton and skull in pot i helping to end
the mystery over colonization of the Pacific. The remains
enabled scientists to reconstruct the live and habits of the
seafaring Lapita people, who ettled Vanuatu, ew Cale
donia, Fiji, Tonga and Samoa from Melanesian island in
the we t. 'We've got the archaeological record, but until
now the actual people have been missing from the tory,"
tated Stuart Bedford, Australian ational University. The

remains were found in 2003 at an archaeological dig con
ducted by cientists in a Lapita cemetery that was in use at
the time of Egypt's Pharaohs. The burial ite at Teouma,
on the southern coast of Efate, wa uncovered by bulldoz
ers clearing land. The keleton were buried with ornate
ceramic pot and, in one case, three heads were placed on
a dead per on' che t. None of the remains had an at
tached kull and the heads may have been removed after
burial; the grouping of three skulls po ibly was due to
mystical significance the islander had for that number.
Bedford said chemical analy i of teeth revealed vital
infonnation about the origin, diet and burial practices of
the Lapita. At lea t four of the 60 had migrated from dis
tant coastal locations, possibly a far a Southea t Asia.
"Although they traveled long distances by sea, they none
theles were fanner a much as they were fisher folk,"
aid Alex Bentley, who led the team.

CA BERRA (Reuters) by Rob Taylor, 2007;
American Antiquity 72(4), 2007, by R. A. Bentley, et. at.

GALAPAGO

VISITORS TO THE GALApAGOS i land find it hard to imag
ine that the e island are at ri k. But in June, UNESCO
added the Galapago to its "in danger list," citing the fragile
ecosy tern and the negative effects of increa ing touri m.
The number of visitor to the Galapago rose more than
250% to 145,000 in 2006 from 40,000 in 1990, whilst the
number of commercial flights to the area increa ed 193%
from 200 I to 2006.

Graham Watkins, executive director of the Charles
Darwin Foundation, noted that, early on, tourists were ac
commodated by maller, locally-owned tour operators. But
now the market has expanded to include eco-tourists tour-
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i t who are more selective in term of required comfort
and are better erved by multinational tour operators. Lo
cal owners cannot compete with foreign-run companies.
Of the $418 million generated by tourism annually, only
$63 million enters the local economy. And of the 80 tour
ism boats allowed to operate in the Galapagos, only about
40% are owned by locals.

The Galapagos Conservancy, which supports preser
vation and research in the Galapago , states that the islands
have become "Di neyfied" and tourist who arrive on big
boats that sit in the port neither stay in locally-owned ho
tels nor do eat in the local restaurants. And, the huge suc
ce of the travel bu ine s in the Galapagos draws
mainland Ecuadorean to move there with the hope of get
ting a hare of the touri t money. So newcomers flock to
the islands, putting pressure on natural resource and intro
ducing invasive specie. The Galapagos now ha 748 spe
cie of introduced plants compared with 500 pecies of
native plants, many of which have the potential to cause
severe impacts to native biodiversity. The Ecuadorean
government, conservation groups, and other organizations
are working to develop a new ustainable plan for the
Galapago I lands. 0 one want to di uade touri t but
they wish that vi itors would stay longer and spend money
at local companie or tho e that are trying to benefit the
local economy.

NY Time, 27 January 2008, by Jennifer Conlin

[Ed.: Does anyone see a parallel here to what is happen
ing on Easter Island? ]

HAWAI'I
MORE THAN 200 ACRE OF LA 0 that once belonged to the
Kingdom of Hawai'i before the United States took control
a century ago will be returned to Native Hawaiian, ac
cording to terms of a $200 million settlement. The agree
ment, still to be approved by the Legislature, intends to
end a long-running di pute over ceded lands, including
about 80 acres of resort area on Banyon Drive in Hilo,
currently occupied by hotels and a golf course.
In January, State leaders raised questions about the ettle
ment, predicting that it would not be favored by native
Hawaiians. Former Governor Ben Cayetano said the offer
he previou Iy made was a better deal for native Hawaiian :
"In 1999, we offered Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA)
$251 million plus 20% of the ceded lands ... which I esti
mated at 365,000 acre .' The current proposed settlement
would re olve the OHA claims to the former Hawaiian
monarchy lands used by the state by promising that the
state would give OHA $15.1 million a year, plus nearly
$200 million worth of state property including the re ort
property in Hilo and portions of Kakaako and Kalaeloa.
Cayetano said his offer wa more generous but it called
for an agreement that OHA would not sue the state for
future claim . "I insi ted on a global settlement because [
wanted to protect the state from more lawsuits" Cayetano
aid, adding that OHA tru tees were dismissive of the im-
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pact on the state, arrogant and greedy. Cayetano halted
negotiation with OHA and talk tailed for nine year.
Cayetano aid although money and land wa tran ferred
from the state to OHA, it still belong to the tate. 'I think
people hould remember that OHA i a tate agency.
Whatever OHA get ... is still tate property. For obviou
political reason, there i literally no over ight from either
the Legislature or governor on how OHA spends its
money;" and, "The Legislature and governor hould hold
OHA accountable for its fiscal decisions ... " said the for
mer governor. The sovereignty que tion make a deci ion
on whether the Legislature should approve the OHA ettle
ment even more complex, becau e a future native Hawai
ian government till could sue to get control of tate lands.

Honolulu Star-Bulletin, JanuaJy 2008, Richard Barreca

WHAT' EW ELSEWHERE

THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART has annow1ced the
opening of new permanent galleries, The Michael C.
Rockefeller Wing for the Art of Oceania and the Art of

ative orth America. The Mu eum's galleries for Oce
anic art have been redesigned and rein tailed. The Pacific
galleries present a larger portion of the Mu eum' holding
than previously and feature masterworks from the perma
nent collection as well a recent acqui ition and display
sculpture and decorative arts from Polyne ia, Melanesia,
Microne ia, Au tralia and Island Southeast Asia.

PARIS AUCTION. In June 2007, Christies' auction in Paris
had many ethnographic objects on sale, mostly from Af
rica. However, there was one item from Rapa ui: a kava
kava woodcarving. It was described as dating from the
seventeenth century (but how that wa a certained wa not
made clear). Apparently it authenticity was not in doubt,
because it sold for 280.000 Euros, which work out to
$395.000! (Thanks to Herbert von Saher for this bit of
news!)

THE I LAND'S EW A 0 FA CY - and~ expen ive new
Explora hotel, Po ada Mike Rapu, i getting a lot of copy
in up cale travel magazines as THE place to go. All the
writer who plug the Chilean-owned chain seem to over
look the fact that the money goe off-island to the Chilean
firm whereas, if tourists patronize hotels owned and run
by Rapanui islanders, then the money stays on i land and
benefit the locals. And, the experience of staying with a
local family or small hotel is totally different from that of
an expensive chain that may provide luxuries but not the
experience of getting to know the Rapanui people them-
elve .

The author cites Edgard Hereveri president of the
Chamber of Tourism, who wants to take pressure off the
archaeological sites and develop other attractions includ
ing fi hing, urfing and boat trips to the newly-created
marine reserve. And, he mention that although Hereveri
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