Oak/and did call at the island on its way home. So, the conc1u ion i that omeone who wa on board wrote a to Mr
Payne in Dunedin, probably while on the i land. No po tal
ervice were then available on Rapa ui (the Po t Office
didn't open until 1953), and so the writer posted his letter
at the first available port of call: the Canal Zone.
I am most pleased to have John Bryant's further confirmation and information about the Bear s stay. We don't
know the precise date of the vi it but the hip left the Antarctic on 7 th February and as we ee, reached the Canal
Zone by 25 th April, so it wa evidently some time in March
1935.
Best regards, David Maddock
(david.maddock2@ntlworld.com)
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Moai in Holland
A PHOTO OF A MOA/ IN HOLLA D was sent by Erwin van

der Hoven of Rinjsburg. It
wa part of one of the most
successful April Fools' jokes
in the country. On April 1st,
1962 a moai - 0 it was aidwashed a hore on the Dutch
coast near Zandvoort. "By
coincidence" it wa found by a
man walking along the beach
who reported it to the Coast
Guard. The story appeared on
Dutch televi ion and thus was
brought to the attention of the
nation. A it turned out, the
moai was made by a Dutch
arti t, Edo van Tetterode, who
wa pre ented on TV as a
"Scandinavian expert" on Easter I land. The national papers
believed it and the moai became a big tory in all the paper the next day. Too late they realized it wa an April
Fools' joke.
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Moai in Italy
EL MUSEO DEL TERRITORIO in

Villanovaforru, Sardinia, feature an exhibit titled "Arle e
cu/tura precalombian 10.000
anni di civileta in America
Latina." The exhibit will be
up until 27 October. Amongst
the 300 Aymara, Mapuche
and Terra del Fuego objects on
di play from Chile and Peru is
a large (replica) maai, brought
from the Italian mainland for
the Sardinian show.
The maai in the exhibit
wa made in 1990 at Vitorchiano (north of Rome), by
15 Rapanui who went there
expre Iy to carve it for the
city' square. But, local authorities never "registered" the
tatue with the state bureau
that protects works of art. So
the 'kidnapping" (as some
re idents of Vitorchiano say) The moai now in Sardinia. It
of the statue for the exhibit i here hown in the !taban
quarry where it wa carved.
was facilitated because no official record of it existed.
But when the tatue wa removed and ent to Sardinia for
the exhibit, it caused an uproar in Vitorchiano, which i
very proud of the exotic statue that stood in the village center. Local uperstition claims that urely some cata trophe
will occur as a result of it being removed although museum authorities say it will be returned when the exhibit
ends. However, it now seems that the local priest is tired of
a non-Catholic "protector" taking up public space in the
town square and the tatue may end up el ewhere, out near
the freeway to Rome.
lVlVw.theamericanmag.com/article.php?/lOw_article_id= 7/6

Mark Bright and Julie HaITi
were in San Francisco recently and there, at the intersection of Post and Taylor
Street, they spotted a "sort of
a Moai" adorning a House of
repe .
The smiley-faced and beadyeyed moai may predate the
current bu ine at thi location.
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Paul Bahn sent us thi picture of a
bottle of vodka that wa found in a
Mo cow store. The moai- haped
bottle ha a black rubber top and
lettering (in Mongolian) on the front.
Photo by Elena Miklashevich.

WHAT''5 N£W IN
TH£ 'PAl-I FIe.
What's ew in Fiji
PATRJCK UNN, PROFESSOR OF
o EANTC GEO CIENCE Univerity of the South Pacific, tated
that the ultimate cau e of all
changes in Pacific ocietie
around AD 1300 appear to be
climate-driven, with the environment shaping the way in
which societies evolved. In his
lecture, "Reef and Seafood in
Ancient Times: Interactions
between People and Marine
in Pre-modern
Re ource
Times in the Pacific I land ,"
Nunn pointed out that marine
food resource availability drove the colonization of the
Pacific Islands: "People knew when they found an island
where no one was living, the food resource on that island
would sustain them for generations. That was a powerful
pull factor for migration into the Pacific island ." He added
that, "There' a fair amount of data which how that in
most parts of the Pacific, coral reefs are not able to keep up
with sea level. Sea levels were rising until the la t ice age,
so sea level reached its maximum about four thou and
years ago. And, fluctuations in marine foods ... were as 0ciated with changes in environment.
USP Beat, May 2007.

What's ew in Rawa'i
THE HAWAllA VOYAGI G CA OE, Hokule 'a, departed Yap
for Okinawa Japan, on April 12, 2007 and arrived there on
April 22. She continued onward to Amami Island, Kumamoto, Naga aki, Fukuoka, lwaijima, 0 hima, Hiroshima,
Uwajima, Muroto Miura, and Kamakura before completing the voyage with her arrival in Yokohama on June 9.
The Hokule 'a was transported back to Honolulu on a
NYK Shipping Lines container vessel. The canoe got a
"lift" becau e "going upwind against the trade would have
taken more than 200 day" and that would have been
"impossible".

MASSrvE PROTE TS ON E.!.! I land children were out on
the street demon trating again t cigarette and their noxiou effect. Thirty-five percent of island tudents between
the age of II and 21 moke. The prote t wa coordinated
by the Director of the school an Sebastian de Aqujles.
El Mercurio de Valpm'ai 0, June 1
FIVE SPECIALISTS FROM THE MAINLAND completed 1,899
dental checkups in a dental health program donated by the
Chilean Armada. Effort were concentrated on children and
pregnant women. During Lx day, the five specialists
worked in Hanga Roa' ho pital. Still to come are some
medical doctor including an eye doctor and a no e and
throat peciali 1.
EI Mercurio de Valparaiso, June 5

U IVERSITY OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC announced the publication of a new book, Pacific Genes and Life Patents, cataloging unethical re earch and gene theft in Pacific countries. The book, by Dr Steven Ratuva and Aroha Mead,
describes the worst examples of unethical bio-re earch and
patenting of genes by international countries. Researchers
harve t and patent genetic re ources by simply gathering
and taking ownership, and the absence of regulations combined with naivete about genetic technologies and patent laws - ha made the Pacific a target for bio-pro pectors.

INDEPENDE CE" FOR THE I LA D IS EAR. The Chilean
congress passed, by an overwhelming margin, a bill that
would make both Easter Island and Juan Fernandez I land
" pecial territorie ". Thi mean independence from the 5th
Region so that, in tead of having to beg for money from the
V Region, islanders can request djrectly from the government at Santiago. Administratively, the i land will be dependent on the Ministry of the Interior. The head of the
First Naval Zone, Vice Admjral Cri tian Millar, report
that, with the new special territory, nothing will change

USP Beat April 2007.
What's ew in Palau
PALAU HAS 0 E OF THE HIGHEST rates of schizophrenia in
the world, affecting 1.7% of its some 17,000 residents at
orne time in their life. In part of Palau, men have an even
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higher percentage, 2.8%. The disorder manifests itself in
hallucinations, delusions, apathy, inability to interact,
blunted emotions, and disordered thinking. The percentage
i higher in Palau than in other parts of the world. Today,
small scale societies seem to aggravate the disorder more
than does a modern, industrial society. The ituation is
worse for young males who get little famjly/clan support,
and have few job options. They become "cultural outca ts."
From B. Bower, 'Trouble in Paradise. High rate of
schizophrenia rate among Pacific Islanders raise cultural
questions. '
Science ews, July 7,2007, Vol. 172.
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