From there, LAN Chile flew the Rotaloo onto Ea ter Island, al 0 free of charge, in a joint ongoing effort with International Help Fund Australia to help save Easter Island's
drinking water supply.
The Rotaloo Maxi 2000 is to be installed in the new
vi itor centre at 'Orongo one of the most scenic locales on
the i land and one that i on every isitor's agenda.
The extreme di tance and co t of ending anything to
Rapa ui wa alleviated by the partner hip with Air Tahiti
ui and LAN Chile, both companie supporting initiatives
for a clean and green Pacific Region. In a rare action, the
Chairman of Air Tahiti ui Eric Pommier, and the Director
of L
Airline in Tahiti, Alan Scotti, relea ed a joint press
communique from Faa'a International Airport. Both greeted
the toilet in per on en route to Rapa ui. Pommier said
that "Air Tahiti Nui is fully upportive of these environmental actions and on behalf of Air Tahiti Nui I am proud to
be able to cooperate". Alan Scotti agreed: 'It is a pleasure
for us to help in this matter, providing free transportation
for the e unit from Pape'ete to Ea ter I land".
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GREETINGS FROM BAYWOOD PARK!
THI as ARE TILL IN A ST TE of flux around our little office. The park-like area next to the office i becoming a
reality, complete with a fountain in the center! From our
doorway we have a great view of the bay and sand dunes.
During the past year, everal generou ElF members donated items that are of intere t to Rapanuiphiles. We have a
few nicely-carved moai in wood and stone, as well as a set
of alad ervers with carved bird handle . Prices vary; ee
the items on our website: www.i landheritage.org. We al 0
received ome Tapati Rapa ui poster from year pa t.
Many contain the wonderful artwork of Ce ar Aguilera
proprietor of Hotu Matua's Favorite Shoppe. The e poster
are rare items and we are asking 50 each. Image of each
poster can be viewed on our web site. Our most recent publication i Georgia Lee' memoir, Rapa NuL Island ofMemOIY. If you have not yet seen it, we highly recommend it as
a· journey back in time to the way the i land wa 25 years
ago. It is illu trated with black and white and color photograph a well as Georgia' own pen and ink drawing. It's
a fun and interesting read!
By pres time, we will have copies of Shawn
McLaughlin's revised edition of The Complete Guide to
Ea ter Island. It is even more "complete" than the original
ver ion, which sold well over 1000 copies. hawn returned
to the island in 2007 and updated the book with the late t
information on hotels, residenciales, re taurant , and ite,
a well as much new background information relating to our
favorite island. The new book i more profu ely illu trated
than the first edition, including color plates. Even if you
aren't planning a trip in the near future, it's a very worthwhile book to have on your Rapa ui bookshelf1 Before the
end of the year, we hope to publi h Prehistoric Rapa £Ii,
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by Christopher Steven on and Sonia Haoa, with contribution by Paul Wallin and Helene Martinsson-Wallin, Joan
Wozniak, Linda Scott Cummings, Matthew Bampton, and
Pernilla Flyg. This important new book concerns ancient
agricultural practices on Ea ter Island. Also coming out
oon i a new book by Rhys Richards, Easter Island 1793
to 1861.' Observation by Early Visitors Before the Slave
Raids. Check our web ite for the late t information about
when the e exciting new book will be available for purchase. As always, we have copie of u ed and rare books
about Easter Island and other Pacific Islands for sale. A few
of our publication are nearly out of print (Easter Island
Archeology, for example) and will not be reprinted, 0 if
you are thinking about adding it to your book collection,
now i the time! We alway have slightly damaged copie
of certain books that we ell at a di count, 0 feel free to a k
us for a list.
We have copie of T.A. Barron's new children's
book, The Day the Stone Walked, for 17. The book were
generously donated by the author, 0 the ElF receives 100%
of the proceed. Beautifully illu trated by William Low the
book is aimed for readers 9-12. The tory carries a me age
for Easter Island and for planet Earth.
Finally keep an eye on your Rapa Nui Journal addre
label for the expiration of your membership. We really appreciate it when our members renew on time. If you have
any questions about your member hip, are mi ing any back
i ue, or if you have any other querie , plea e let u know!

A bevy of beauties at the Gotland conference! ElF's Marla
Wold, chainnan of the Scholar hip program, with four charming Rapanui vahines.' Melinka Hucke, Tahira Edmund, Tiare
Aguilera Hey, and Susana ahoe. Both Tahira and Tiare are
ElF cholar hip award recipient. Photo: Paul Horley.
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WE WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH OUR READERS a recent letter
from Scholarship recipient loan Soler:
Dear ElF: I would like to take this opportunity to thank both
the Easter Island Foundation and the Wiegand Foundation for
the fmancial help provided to me for the last 4 years of my
education. I consider myself very fortunate to receive support
from these institutions, which helped me to pursue my academic goals. Things have changed in the past year: I moved
from crowded Southern California to the peaceful island of
Oahu to continue my studies at Brigham Young University. I
plan to graduate in December of 2008, along with my Rapanui cousin, Ito Pakarati, who has been attending this institution for 2 years. Since 1960, BYUH has been running the
Polynesian Cultural Center, a top tourist attraction in Hawai'i,
providing employment to Polynesian students from Samoa,
Tonga, and New Zealand, among many others. The PCC portrays the cultures and arts and crafts of Polynesia. My cousin
and I work part-time in the Rapa Nui exhibit to help support
ourselves. Living in Hawai'j resembles Rapa Nui in the sense
that the Polynesian spirit is everywhere and we feel welcome
and a part of it. We are proud to represent Rapa Nui and be
recognized by foreigners, local and tourists who have a great
respect for our island.
It is people like you who make our world better and
help us accomplish our goals so that we may encourage more
students to study abroad, and we hope to share our experiences with them. Without financial help it would have been
almost impossible to reach the goals that I have set and I
likely would not be here today, writing this letter. Hopefully
we can encourage more candidates to apply for the scholarships so that they can take advantage of such opportunities. I
will be spending the summer of 2007 doing an internship on
Rapa Nui and I look forward to seeing my family and spending time with friends and using my knowledge to help the
Rapa Nui people. Once again, I am very grateful for the
grants that I have received in the last four years. Sincerely
yours, loan Soler Hotus (La ie, HI, June 2007).

loan Soler Hotus (right) with his cousin fto Pakarati at the Polynesian Cultural Center, Hawai'i. loan, one of the ElF's Wiegand
Foundation scholarship award winners, studies at Brigham Young
University, HI. The recreated Easter Island ahu with maai i one of
the Cultural Center's replica Polynesian villages.

Geography statistics for the participants of the
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