
strangest and most di turbing in the world. With hi son
Randy and a third man, Terry Young, Christian began a
three-year term for sexually a aulting young girl on Pit
cairn. Together with three other islanders who were al 0

found guilty but escaped prison sentences, the convict rep
re ent almost half the adult male population of the island.
Team of warders from ew Zealand, will guard the pri on
ers over the next few year and British Ministry of Defen e
police are there to ensure law and order is maintained. A
Pitcairn' population is only 47, their presence make it the
most heavily policed place on Earth.

Christian was originally accu ed with ix other men of
taking part in systematic sexual a saults on girl a young
a eight. The case emerged after a teenage girl told a vi it
ing Briti h policeman she had been raped. The inve tigation
revealed that 32 women who had grown up on Pitcairn
claimed to have been sexually abused and 31 men, ome
now decea ed, were accu ed. Seven of the women named
Steve Chri tian, the i land' mayor, a their attacker. Even
tually he was among tho e who were tried on Pitcairn. The
trial revealed a di turbing picture of systematic sexual
abuse. According to one victim, Jacqui Christian, life on the
island was plea ant for children: "We could go nice places
we wanted to after school, riding our bikes or flying kites."
But by the time girls reached I I or 12, things changed.
"Being a girl, we alway tried to avoid being anywhere with
an adult man ...The older you got, the marter about where
you were and who you were with, who was afe to be
around and who wasn't. 0 one spoke out until the police
came."

Jacqui, now living in Au tralia, gave evidence again t
several Pitcairn men by video link. What happened affected
her whole life: "I'm 35 and I till have not been game
enough to have children of my own yet." However, a differ
ent version wa given by other i lander, including Steve
Coo tian, who claimed it was consen ual under-age ex.
The ca e, not surprisingly, shattered the community. Some
women came forward to report rape while others main
tained that under-age ex wa part of the culture of Pitcairn.
Teenage sex wa said to be a consequence of the i land'
"impa ioned ance try." Merelda Warren, who e brother
wa acquitted, acknowledged that most women of her gen
eration were having ex at the ages of 12 or 13: "We're
Polyne ian. In Polyne ia we grow up very quickly."

ix of the seven accused were found guilty: Steve
Chri tian, aged 55, got 3 year, his on Randy, 32, received
six, and Terry Young, five years. Seventy-nine year-old Len
Brown received home detention. All appealed but the ver
dicts stood and the men began their pri on terms. This will
not be much of a privation. The men built their own prison,
tran ported in kit form from Britain and specially con-
tmcted to hou e them. It i the mo t luxuriou building on

the i land and even ha indoor plumbing, a Pitcairn extrava
gance.

Robin McKie, The Observer November 19
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WHAT' EW IN IlAWAJ'1

HOKULE'A, THE HAWAIIA VOYAG G CA OE, is on a his
toric voyage. It ha reached Satawal where a 57-foot dou
ble-hulled voyaging canoe, Alingano Mai u, wa pre ented
to navigator Mau Piailug. The crew' main goal wa to de
liver the canoe to Piailug, who taught Pacific way-finding
to a generation of native Hawaiians and in pired a renais
sance in canoe voyaging in Hawai'i. In a ceremony, 16 peo
ple were honored a Pwo, master navigator in the sacred
brotherhood of Micronesian wayfarers. The Hokele 'a will
ail on to the i lands of Japan.

The Hawai'i ailing voyagers are scheduled to make
eight stop at i land or atolls through Microne ia: Pohnpei,
Chuuk, Pulap, Satawal, Woleai, UIithi, Yap and Palau, in
that order, and through three island nation - the Republic
of the Mar hall I lands, the Federated State of Microne ia
and the Republic of Palau - once held as trategic tru t ter
ritories of the United States under a United Nation man
date after World War II. For the Hawaiian voyaging canoes,
the Micronesian islands are part of the reason for the jour
ney, to pay homage to a si ter ci iLization that helped Ha
waiians rediscover their ocean navigation tradition.

J. Bruggencate, Honolulu Adverti er

WHAT' EW I Lo DO

THE BRJTISH MUSEUM HA HAD an exhibit that is certainly
of intere t to reader of RNJ. Called "Power and Taboo,
Sacred Object from the Pacific" it concentrates on the
Polyne ian Triangle, covering the period 1760 to 1860. Di 
pLayed are artifact related to tapu that were collected by
Europeans during that time, and used to control the power
of the gods. An impressive catalogue, Pacific Encounters,
Art and Divinity in Polynesia 1760-186 by Steven Hooper
(288 page), accompanies the exposition It contains 72
pages of written text plu 268 photographs, practically aLI in
color. It i splendidly made, with accompanying descrip
tions and illu trate more objects than are on display.

Some item drew my attention. Of cour e I fir t
looked at the ection dedjcated to Rapa ui and I was a bit
di appointed that there wa only one small ca e contaiillng
four woodcarving of birdmen, objects that mo t of u have
een before. The catalogue, however, illu trate ten object.

(The lIIoai that ha been on di play in the mu eum for dec
ade was not moved from its site elsewhere in the building).

What struck me was the plank canoe acquired from
Nukutavake Island (Tuamotus) by Captain Samuel Wallis
during the voyage of H.M.S. Dolphin in 1767; it was do
nated to the museum in 1771. This is not a model but a real
canoe (without the outriggers), with a length of 3.87 meters.
The hull is compo ed of 45 narrow wooden plank own
together with plaited coir cordage co ering batten of plit
coconut leaf midrib. A carved human figure on the stern i
partially broken; only it legs, carved on either ide, still
remain. But for the re t, thi paddling canoe i still in aston
ishingly good condition.

Of intere t was that this canoe, although not from
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Rapa ui, exactly fits the description by Captain Bouman
of the Thienhoven (the econd ship in the fleet of Jacob
Roggeveen) who wrote in hi journal on 7 April l722,
while they were circling Easter Island in search of a afe
anchorage. Thi wa the fir t known European encounter
with Rapa Nui. The Dutch took tbe islander on board,
dre ed him in a pair of old pants, showed him their ship,
gave him Dutch gin to drink, and watched as he danced to
the music of a violin.

When he left the ship in a rising sea, Captain Bou
man wa worried for he noted that the i lander spent half
hi time bailing the canoe and therefore had only half his
time left for rowing. Bouman de cribed the canoe as fol
low: "Hi canoe had been made of small planks that were
held together by some sort of rope; it had two blocks of
wood on the inside. It was so light that one man alone could
easily carry it. For us it was surprising that one man alone
had the courage to venture out so far in the ocean with noth
ing else at his disposal but one paddle, because when he
approached u, we were about three miles from the
coa t. ...The wind wa variable with rain, which compelled
u to tum away from the coa t. Therefore we had to take
leave of our company to which he felt very little inclined.
So in order to get rid of him, we had him brought to hi
canoe, but he remained with our ship until he noticed that
we were ailing away from the coast, only then did he re
turn to the shore. The ea was already hollow so that I was
afraid whether he would return all right"'.

The extreme ingenuity of the con truction of uch a
canoe is clearly shown in the photograph of a detail. The
people of Rapa ui aloma tered thi technique. Thi ca
noe of own plank i certainly the only one rill in exis
tence and due to its ize, it has practically never been on
display in the Briti h Mu eum.

AI 0 new to me were certain primitive drawing of
Briti h sailors exchanging object with Tahitians during
Cook's second voyage; these have only very recently
(1998) been identified as having been made by Tupaia, the
great navigator from Ra'iatea taken on board by Captain
Cook in Tahiti in order to pre ent him to the court in Lon
don. Unfortunately Tupaia died from malaria on the way.
Two of hi drawing are on how at the expo irion. All in
all, thi expo ition i certainly worth a vi it.

Herbert von Sahel', ovember 2006

, Those who wish to read the complete report of this remarkable
encounter can lind it in R J Volume 8 (4) 1994 in which the text
of Captain Comelis Bouman' journal during the days around
Easter Island was translated into English for the lirst time, by von
Saher.

WHA"'~ Nf,W IN HAN6.All-OA

A WrND-DRIVE FfRE burned over 163 hectares in a two-day
fire that began in the Vai Atare section of the island, on the
ea t ide of Rano Kau, probably started from a di carded
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cigarette. Driven by strong wind ,it wept through a euca
lyptus grove and acro gra land before being contained by
local firefighters.

MOAI DAMAGE. There i growing indignation on Ea ter
Island regarding "probable damage" to a l110ai that wa
struck by a touri t at Rano Raraku. The case i pa11icularly
seriou because the person charged i Enrique chmidt
Meier, age 76, the father of the current Ministra de Biene

acionale , M . Romy Schmidt. He was detained on the
island after a tour guide observed him trick a moai with a
stone. Rumor has it that the damage wa evaluated at two to
three million pe 0 (US$3,809 to U 5,714). Mr Schmidt
claims that he never meant to trike the moai; he wa only
showing hi friend how the native carved them, and he is
very sorry. Authorities stated that no one is above the law.

La Tercera, J6 November 2006

TRADE BEAD FOUND ON RAPA NUl! Last year's Earthwatch
field ea on, under the direction of Chris Steven on and
Sonia Haoa, di covered a rare glas trade bead at Hanga
Hahave (Site 5-111, Te t Unit I, Level I). The te t unit wa
placed on a rake-out mound of an umu pae which in tum
wa a ociated with a pom house pavement and a ba alt
activity platform. All were located near the coa tal road
where the stone quarry i currently operating. The artifact
was made from "drawn molten gla " that was passed
through a six-sided shape to give it a hexagonal cross
section. It is about 0.5 cm in length and about 0.5 cm in
diameter. Similar bead in a variety of color rtf t appeared
in orth America in the 19th century and they were mo t
likely made in Bohemia.

The earlie t word we have about trade bead come
from the Dutch who reached the i land in 1722:

"While their hip were still keeping well off the i 
land, the Dutchmen were visited by the fir t Ea ter I lander,
a nude and friendly native, whom they brought on board ....
He was later started off again toward the shore, pre ented
with two strings of blue beads around hi neck and orne
other trifles." (Heyerdahl and Ferdon 1961 :45 citing
Behrens 1732: 132-133).

Carlyle Smith found beads at the Maunga Auhepa
house site: "Five glas beads were found. Four of the beads
are faceted blue opaque gla in the form of octagonal
tube,S mm in diameter and from 5 to 6 mm in length. The
shorte t bead i light blue; the other three are dark blue. All
four bead came from near the urface in the hou e and
stone enclosure. The fifth bead i quite different from the
first four. It i elliptical in longitudinal ection, and i com
posed of light blue, milky glass. It measures 8 mm. in di
ameter and 1.1 cm. in length. This pecimen wa found at a
depth of between 60 and 70 cm. near the bottom of the re
fu e deposit at the northern end of the excavation." And,
"The beads were submitted to Kenneth M. Kidd of the
Royal Ontario Museum for identification. Kidd recognize
the faceted beads as similar to tho e found in archaeological
sites in the Plain Area of orth America dating from the
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