
would hope, Easter I land). Until then, we'll keep going back,
of cour e and maybe one day we'll be able to ay we've seen
it all.

Much more ati fying i the newly opened
"Enlightenment" gallery in the former Briti h Mu eum li
brary, ju t off the Great Court. Sub-titled "Di covering the
World in the Eighteenth Century", the gallery houses parts of
the collection of physician Han Sloan, who founded the Brit
i h Mu eum in 1753. And it really feel a if you are seeing
the fir t ve tige of mu eum a you walk among the even
display section, whose content represent "Art and Civiliza
tion", "The Birth of Archaeology", and "The Natural World",
among other .

One of the ection, which caught my attention immedi
ately, i entitled "Trade and Di covery: The Pacific' and it is
here that the e venerated Ea ter I land artifacts are di played:
two wood moai kava kava; both about 18 inche [46 cm] taU,
and both have Makemake carving on top of the head; a moai
pa'a pa'a (also about 18 inches [46 cm] taU; a badly-worn
tangata manu (probably no more than a foot [30 cm] long); a
rapa (with imple line carving and no eyes; it's about 3 feet
[I m] long; two rei miro carvings (with bearded head; one is
about 18 inches [46 cm] wide, the other is 2 feet [61 cm]
wide; and that famou carved hand taken by Cook in 1774.

eedle to ay, it wa a real treat to ee the e original arte
fact - and they are another in a long erie of rea ons to visit
the Briti h Museum!

Shawn McLaughlin

EW ZEALA D

ABOUT 10,000 MAORl prote ted in Wellington, marching
again t government plans to nationalize the seabed and fore
shore. Many Maori believe they have special rights over such
area. The bill, which would place the coa tal area into tate
owner hip, i under debate.
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HAWAJ'I

HAWAl'lLOA IS IN DRY-DOCK at the Marine Education Train
ing Center to repair orne crack in her hulls; repair are ex
pected to take a year. The original ailing canoe, Hokule'a,
sailed 5500 mile within the Hawaiian islands in 2004 while
training new captain to meet the growing demand for voyag
ing education program in the chools. The Hokiialaka'i
sailed with the Hokule'a on sea trials. A special trip was
made to the i land of Kaho'olawe for a reunion and dedica
tion of the tar platform at Kealaikahiki, which may be the
mo t important traditional a tronomical site in the Hawaiian
Island. Master navigator, Mau Piailug, participated in the
ceremony.

Polynesian Voyaging Society, December 2004

VANUATU

MATTHEW SPRlGGS HAS EXCAVATED thirteen keleton just

Rapa ui Journal 69

outside Port Vila, Vanuatu; he claims thi may be the most
significant site in the region. He believe the burial date back
more than 3000 years and are Lapita, ance tor of the Pacific
peoples. Similar pottery finds elsewhere in the Solomon Is
lands have been carbon dated to more 3000 year .

Pacific News Bulletin, Sept/Oct 2004

FIJI

Fm HOSTED THE FIRST EVER International Conference on
Kava in December 2004. It was organized in conjunction
with the International Kava Executive Committee, and fol
lowing a recent Kava sympo ium that wa held in Europe.
One of its aim was to create improved quality control for
Kava raw materials, and search for bi-products use, such a in
cosmetics, and apart from pharmaceuticals.

Pacific News Bulletin, Sept/Oct 2004

PACIFlC

T A ARE A CRmCAL RESOURCE for many Pacific I land
countrie , but the wide pread collap e of fisherie is feared
unle s urgent action i taken. Unregulated fishing undermines
the attempt to determine sustainable level of catches. Tough
rule are needed, according to tudie conducted by Green
peace.

Pacific News Bulletin, Sept/Oct 2004

TUVAL

ON FEBRUARY 16TH
, A LANDMARK U.. pact to curb global

warming came into force. Under the Kyoto Protocol, devel
oped countrie are upposed to cut emissions of carbon diox
ide, largely from burning fo sil fuel such as coal and oil in
power plant, factorie and car , by an average 5.2 percent
below 1990 level during 2008-12. But the world' bigge t
greenhou e polluter, the United State, ha refused to join
Kyoto, and orne Kyoto signatories, such as Spain and Portu
gal, have increa ed greenhouse ga emi ions by 40 percent
over 1990 level. Earlier in that arne week, Tuvaluan in the
capital Funafuti watched extreme high tide and trong wind
send wave crashing across the island's main road, littering it
with rocks and debri . The eawall that were con tructed to
provide barrier from the waves stood no chance; today they
are only tatter of wire amongst other debri along the shore .
People watched helple Iya their home were flooded.

Michael Perry, ReLlters, 12 February

ELECTJO S TOOK PLACE on Rapa ui on October 31. The po-
ition of mayor wa hotly conte ted, as well as those for city

council. The results: for mayor, Pedro Edmunds: 58.57%,
Julio Araki: 41.42%. The councilor who won include: Al
berto Hotu , 13.7%, Eliana Oivares, 12.9%, Marcelo Pont,
9.2%, Marcelo Icka, 9.1 %, Hipolito Juan Icka, 7.0% and
Nicolas Haoa Cardinali, 6.6%. Eleven other contenders for
city council 10 t.
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