
have realized that he was making a monumental mistake of
nearly 30 degrees!

In Menzies' interpretation, the border of drift ice and
pack ice already starts just south of Rio de Janeiro Bay. The
conclusion must be that the Pirt Reis map only gives an exact
outline of the South American coast to approximately the
Tropic of Capricorn. Further south there are no place names
indicated, and so from there on his map must be fantasy. If,
for comparison, we look at the Cantino world map of 1502, it
is more "businesslike", and we see that it stops a little south of
the Tropic of Capricorn. Do not forget that, in 1500, the Por
tuguese had discovered the Brazilian coast and navigated
along it; the Bay of Rio de Janeiro was discovered and given
that name on 1 January 1502. Pirt Reis says in his own com
ments that he based his map on the map of Columbus, taken
from a Spanish sailor in 1501 (he repeats Columbus' mistakes
in the Caribbean on his map) and from Portuguese world
maps. There is no reason to believe that this is not true. There
fore the Piri Reis map correctly depicts what had already been
visited and mapped a few years before and the rest, just as
with the mythological animals, the headless man and an ele
phant shown in the Sahara desert, is fantasy. These were illus
trations to enlighten and amuse a public that was eager to
learn about the mysteries of the unknown world.

Final conclusion: there are no pre-contact world maps.
Menzies' ideas about the Chinese, as well as hjs interpretation
of the Piri Reis map are a hoax.

But now television has gotten into the act; Menzies'
theories will soon be on a TV in your living room.

Herbert von Saher

For further reading:
Gregory C. McIntosh, The Piri Reis Map of 1513, The Uni

versity of Georgia Press, Athens, Georgia & London,
2000.

WE HAVE A MOM SIGHTING IN CENTRAL TEXAS! Rapanuiphile
Mark Adkins has alerted us to two moai located in the Texas
Hill Country, 75 miles northwest of San Antonio. It is called
Stonehenge II and is located on a private ranch owned by the
Sheppard family. There, on an obscure winding farm road,
two miles from Hunt, Texas, is this amazing sight.

It all began around 1989 when the late Al Sheppard was
given a large hunk of limestone (a left-over from his
neighbor's patio project). Al placed it near the road but, after
setting it up and placing a man-made arch behind it, it still
seemed to be lacking that 'certain something'. The stone re
minded him of England's Stonehenge and so, with the help of
friend Doug Hm, he built an exact replica of Stonehenge at
about 50-60% of the scale of the original structure. The moai
were added later, following a visit that Al made to Rapa Nui.
All are constructed from steel posts, rebar, and wire mesh,
with concrete fill and graphite-plaster overlay. The statues are
about 13 feet tall, including the pukao.

Sheppard's family continues the tradition of allowing the
public free access to wander around amongst the ruins and
statues. (Photo by Mark Adkins).

SANDY BROADRICK-ALLEN sends news about moai sightings
in some gambling establishments, one aboard the casino boat,
Paradice, in East Peoria, Illinois, and another on a one-cent
machine at Harrahs Casino in St. Louis, Missouri. A firm
named Aristocrat manufactures a nickel slot machine entitled
"Easter Island". Moai can appear on any of the five reels, and
all five are different (one laughs, another has a sparkling gold
tooth, etc.). Or only a part of a moai may appear on a reel.
When any part appears it functions as a wild symbol, thereby
matching any paying combination. A small white flying sau
cer buzzes in at the top of the screen from time to time. If it
comes in while one has a full moai in the center reel, it turns
the moai to gold and pays off triple the amount. Sandy didn't
mention whether she won or lost.

THE LATEST REI CATALOG has "Modern Water Bottles, An
cient Flair" advertised, with one of the designs being moai
heads, and called "Bison Tiki Bottles" (we are not making thjs
up). They come in yellow or purple and are truly ugly.
OUR "CONTEST" TO PROVIDE A CAPTION for the mysterious
parachuting moai in our last issue (RN] 18(1):71) brought
forth some fun replies. Elizabeth Clift of Phoerux came up
with "Holy Hotu Matu 'a!! The wind is pushing us to the slope
of a volcano." Our Netherlands correspondent, Herbert von
Saber, sent in "At last the Proof!! Moai WERE transported by

....
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levitation". And, the person who sent in the picture, Avonne
Bradshaw, added one of her own: "Chief, this is Sarge. None
of the guys are hitting the target. They're going to be scattered
all over the island."

Thanks guys. Good show. As we had no clear "winner"
and the judges liked them all, we decided to declare them all
winners. Folks, your surprise gift is in the mail !

WHAT''5 N£W £L'5£WH£\l.£

AN EXHIBITION HAS OPENED in the Queen's House at the Na
tional Maritime Museum in Greenwich, London, called
"William Hodges, 1744-1797: The Art of Exploration". It
brings together many of his paintings from Cook's second ex
pedition, mostly of Tahiti, the Marquesas and New Zealand,
but also including, of course, the famous painting of Easter
Island, showing rows of moai, some still wearing pu
kao. Unfortunately, this painting has been placed high up,
above a door, so cannot really be examined very closely.
There is a book to accompany the exhibition: the title is the
same, and it is edited by Geoff Quilley and John Bonehill,
Yale University Press 2004, £25. Admission is free at Green
wich, where the show runs till 21 November. From 27 January
to 24 April it will be at the Yale Center for British Art in New
Haven, Connecticut. Paul G. Balm

THE ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY has just opened a new
archive department, where all their original stuff can be seen
in person, or through the web - including Routledge's original
drawings, photos, etc. Its website will have a searchable cata
logue of its book, map and picture archives. You can't view
maps or artifacts online, but from June 7th onward users will
be able to find out if the society has the item they want and
note its catalogue number. To search the catalogue on the
website www.rgs.org.click on "collections"; about halfway
down the next page click "online catalogues", and then
"online catalogue searches". You are shown a screen that
looks like a typical internet search engine, and can choose be
tween two types of search facility - a basic search or a power
search. For a basic search, enter a word or phrase such as Ev
erest or Livingstone, and hit the return key, or click the
"search" button on the screen. A power search also allows you
to find the kind of archive item you are looking for, such as a
book, map or picture. Paul G. Balm

+
RAPAMYCIN IN THE NEWS AGAIN. A drug isolated from a fun
gus found on Easter Island can, in combination with another
antibiotic, deliver a knock-out punch for cancers that are unre
sponsive to current treatments. The two-drug combination
therapy, described in Nature, led to the complete remission of
cancer in all of the mice used in tests, a striking result. Ani
mals treated with either drug alone, rapamycin or doxorubicin,
rarely experienced complete remission.

The study establishes what the team says is "a new para
digm" for overcoming resistance to chemotherapy in many
forms of cancer. Pre-cancerous cells can be eliminated by a
self-destruct mechanism called programmed cell death. But
the hallmark of most cancers is a defect in this mechanism

that enables pre-cancerous cells to survive. Because most tra
ditional chemotherapy agents act by triggering programmed
cell death, they are frequently rendered ineffective. So the re
search teams reasoned that - like a one-two knockout punch
in boxing - use of one drug to restore the programmed cell
death mechanism and a second drug to trigger the process
might overcome resistance.

- Roger Highfield, Nature Science Editor, 2004

A PALM FOREST at Santa Barbara, California. An amazing botanical
collection at Lotusland (Santa Barbara) has, aside from a staggering
collection of plants of all kinds, 41 giant Chilean wine palms,
planted in the mid 1800s. These have grown to be enormous trees,
towering over everything else in the garden. The photograph shows
only a small portion of the forest (note that not all the palms shown
in the picture are Chilean Wine Palms), but it gives an idea of what a
forest of palms might have looked like, once upon a time, on Rapa
Nui (photo by Tom Neuman).

INTfRNATlONAl STRING FlGURf ASSOCIATION

On Easter Island
string figures are
known as kaikai.
Each year during
the Tapati festival
participants in the

E Kuha. E Rali kaikai contest at-
tempt to weave the

island's traditional designs and recite the ancient chants
that accompany them, all with great style and charm.

The International String Figure Association was founded in
1978 to gather and preserve string figures from around the
world. Members receive our annual Bulletin (200-page
book), quarterly magazine, and semi-annual newsletter.

$25 annually· VisalMC accepted

International String Figure Association

P.O. Box 5134, Pasadena, California 91117 USA
www.isfa.orgl-webweaversrlSfa.htm
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