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MICRONESIA

Ou- SLICKS FROM WW2 WRECKS are polluting ensitive la
goons and reefs from the Solomons to Micronesia. More than
3,852 Japanese and US warships, including 23 aircraft carri
ers, 213 destroyers, 22 battleships and some 50 oil tankers
have been mapped by Pacific nations. The wrecks are corrod
ing and causing major oil leaks. Few island nations have
equipment to clean up marine oil spills and requests to the US
and Japan to take responsibility for them have gone unan
swered. Reefs in the Solomons are dying from oil pollution.
Both the US and Japan also left great quantities of bomb, fuel
and weapon dumps on land; neither is willing to remove them.

John Vidal,jrom the Guardian Weekly, Feb 12-18,2004

Fm
Two LEADING SCIENTISTS FROM the Univer ity of the South
Pacific attended a meeting in Brussels in August to restore the
reputation of kava products. A ban on kava imports from Pa
cific I land countries into Asia and Europe has everely af
fected many i land communities. It seems that excessive or
ganic resinous compound were found in kava sold in Europe
and this may be the source for reported liver problems.

US? Beat, Vol. 3(12) 2003.

A NEW DEGREE PROGRAM, Bachelor of Arts in Tourism and
Hospitality, will be offered from 2004 at the University's Lau
cala Campu in Suva. The European Union awarded the Uni
ver ity a grant of FJ$2.37 million last year to create the new
degree program. The first stage was to establish a lecturer po
sition, with the appointment of David Short. The grant al 0

provides further support to Touri m and Hospitality through
funding for postgraduate scholarships and money for enrich
ing the department's research resources.

US? Beat, Vol. 3(17) 2003

NABUTAUTAU, FIn. The relatives of English missionary Tho
ma Baker, who was murdered and eaten in thi remote vil
lage 137 years ago, joined 600 people for a Christian cere
mony that locals hope will lift a curse that has lingered since
the killing. Ten de cendants of Baker were joined by Fijian
Prime Minister Laisenia Qarase, all of whom made the diffi
cult trek to attend the ervice. Villagers believe that a tradi
tional Fijian apology will absolve them of the crime of their
ancestors.

In 1867 Baker and eight of his Fijian followers were
clubbed to death and eaten. Since then, the fortunes of Nabu
tautau's 200 residents have suffered. Today the village has no
school, no medical facilities and no roads -- difficulties the
villagers think are linked to their ance tors' cannibal past. The
family of Baker did not believe the village was cur ed, but
because the villagers did, the family came to help them. The
apology ceremony began shortly after daybreak with tradi
tional kava drinking rituals, held in a circle of tents erected on
a space of cleared land in the middle of the village. It culmi
nated in the " ymbolic cutting of the chain of curse and bond
age" by the Baker family's relea e of balloons. The family

received a ceremonial tabau, or whale' tooth, and a de cen
dant, Baker's great-great-grandson, Australian Geoff Lester,
speaking for the family, told the chiefs: "I look forward to this
event being of use to the Fiji people and the people of this vil
lage". While he did not believe in curses, Le ter said "it's a
concept of this village, so it's important to them so I'm happy
to help with this". He said his great-great grandfather "came
here knowing what the risks were and fully aware of what
might happen". Baker' children all moved from Fiji to Au 
tralia after hi death, and the male line of the family has died
out.

In a message to the village, Prime Mini ter Qara e, said
"asking forgiveness from the relative of Thomas Baker and
members of his party i a very beautiful act". However, no
mention was made of any government funding for the impov
eri hed village. Since the killing, some locals ay they have
been cursed more by fellow Fijians than by any other-worldly
power. The village elder said that every request for govern
ment help was rebuffed. The government subsequently re
leased a national budget in which there wa no additional
money targeted for this area.

Michael Field, theage.com.au

VARIETIES OF ASIAN TARO ARE stored at a gene bank at the
University of the South Pacific's Regional Crops Gene Bank
at its School of Agriculture, Alafua Campus, Samoa. The crop
gene bank is a safeguard for future use; should a plant pecies
become extinct, the plants in the gene bank could be multi
plied and distributed to farmer , thereby rever ing the nega
tive impact of their disappearance. The Regional Crops Gene
Bank is an extension of the school's Tissue Culture Labora
tory.

USP Beat, Vol. 3 (l8.) 2003.

SAMOA
SAMOA WAS HIT BY CYCLONE Heta on the 4th of January.
Gusting winds to 105 mph tore roofs from hou e , uprooted
trees and downed power lines. Five-meter high wave
pounded the coastlines. Samoa's international airport closed
and all travel between islands was cancelled. River flooded
and giant waves surged across coa tal roads. After impacting
Samoa, cyclone Heta intensified and headed off for tiny Niue,
leaving it devastated.. The cyclone was described as the wor t
in living memory by local residents, with winds of 150 mile
per hour and gusts up to 184 mph. Cyclone Heta was fa t,
furious and ruthless, and coastal areas of the island were
heavily impacted. The main village of Alofa took the full
brunt of the cyclone and families lost everything in the storm.
The hospital was destroyed, as well as the hotel and all
infrastructure. The coral reefs, important for tourism, are
destroyed and it will take years for them to recover. The
seriously injured were flown to New Zealand for treatment
Australian High Commissioner in Wellington flew to the
island to inspect the damage, and reported that the island was
ravaged, leaving i landers little choice but to leave. Many
Niueans already have departed, leaving many to wonder
whether the i land will have critical mas to continue as a self
governing territory.

John Kerin, NEWS.com.aufor January 16,2004.
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Pacific News Bulletin, Vol. 18(7), 2003

TUVALU

TuVALU IS PLEADING FOR an exemption to Au tralia's strin
gent immigration laws. In Auckland, the Tuvaluan population
has doubled, and Tuvaluans are urging authorities to move its
entire population of 12,000 to Au tralia in order to e cape an
increa ingly precarious existence on Tuvalu's coral atolls.
Global warming and cyclone threaten to swamp the islands
that comprise onJy 26 square kilometer, and are spread across
nine isolated atolls. The highe t point is only five meters
above sea level.

AOTEAROA
WAIKATO UNIVERSITY Chemi try lecturer Chris Hendy won a
fellowship to try to understand why the climate has changed
o dramatically. The project i funded by American billion

aire, Gary Comer, who is a pa ionate ailor. The award of
$500,000 is to study climate change that has opened up the
Arctic Northwest Pas age. Hendy will look at sediment move
ments in South I land to determine whether change is also
happening in the southern hemi phere.

Pacific News Bulletin, September 2003

IlAWAJ'I

THE HAwAIIAN HOMES commission has denied the Bishop
Mu eum permission to enter burial caves in Kawaihae, Ha
waii Island, in order to retrieve 83 rare Hawaiian artifacts.
The artifacts, believed to be worth millions, along with skele
tal remains, were taken from the caves back in 1905; other
removals were as late as 1980. David Forbes, an amateur ar
chaeologist, removed the collection from the cave in 1905.
But 95 years later, Hui Malama, took it upon themselves to re
inter the collection, gaining the wrath of several Hawaiian
groups who questioned Hui Malama's ability to protect the
collection from damage. A review panel for violations of the
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act con
cludes that the Bishop Museum "loaned" the artifacts to Hui
Malama and this does not constitute proper repatriation. Thu
the museum could be liable for any damage to the collection.
Museum president, William Y. Brown stated that "neither the
museum nor the claimants can be certain that all of the objects
were in fact placed in the Kawaihae Cave, nor can we be as
sured that persons unknown have not removed them." A total
of 13 organizations claim ownership of the objects. The mu
seum's request was denied becau e commission members pre
ferred to leave the relics in the cave out of respect for their
ancestors.

Timothy Hurley, Honolulu Advertiser. Sept. 24 2003

The occasion was marked by the visit of Aranui 3, the
freighter/passenger ship that takes a monthly voyage to many
valleys in the six presently-inhabited islands in the Marquesa
Archipelago. Some 140 passengers, including a Hawaiian
group of Lua warriors, witne ed the inauguration along with
the local inhabitants. The rna ter carver and the current mu
seum custodian, Joseph Tehau Vaatete, al 0 was pre ent
Vaatete has carved, from photograph , many of the objects
collected from the 1920-21 Bishop Museum Expedition.
Many of the e items are on di play in the Community Mu-
eum in Vaipae'e. I happened to be the lecturer on board the

ship during this voyage. Becau e I (along with Edmundo Ed
wards, Heidy Baumgartner-Le age, Seppi Schmid, and Trudy
Millerstrom) spent many weeks recording petroglyph on Ua
Huka in 1985, I therefore received the honor of cutting the
flower garland, an act that officially opened the mu eum.

The museum is located in the center of the village, by
the beach. It consists of two large rooms filled with carefully
made plaster casts of petroglyph . The castings were made by
Francis OUiver, formerly with the Departement d'Archeologie
du Centre Polynesien des Sciences Humaines (now called the
Service de la Culture et du Patrimoine), Tahiti. The majority
of the ca ts, in various color , were taken from Vaikivi, a sa
cred ite (me'ae) with numerou figures of anthropomorphic
face and figures, and geometric motifs (Figure 1).

I commend the Mayor for including petroglyphs as part
of the cultural heritage of the Marque an people.

Sidsel Millerstrom, Ph.D.

VAIKIVI VALLEY

o

MARQUESAS IsLANDS
A NEW PETROGLYPH MUSEUM has been inaugurated in Ho
katu, Ua Huka, the Marquesas I land . The village of Hokatu,
Ua Huka, opened its doors to a petroglyph mu eum on Friday,
October 17th 2003, thanks to the energetic and charismatic
mayor of Ua Huka Island, Leon Lichtle. The small i land of
Ua Huka, with some 400 inhabitants who live in the three vil
lages of Vaipae'e, Hane, and Hokatu, already has a hi toric
museum (the Community Museum of Ua Huka) in Vaipae'e, a
maritime museum in Hane, and now a museum dedicated to
petroglyphs in Hokatu.

'Oem

Figure l. Petroglyphs recorded by Sidsel Millerstrom in Vai
kivi Valley, Va Huka, in 1985.

HAWAlIANS HAVE FOUGHT HARD to regain control of the mall
Hawaiian island of Kaho'olawe. Some risked their lives to
occupy the island during scheduled live-fire training in the
1970s. Finally, in November 2003, the US Navy officially
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transferred control of the island of Kaho'olawe to the state of
Hawai'i. The Navy will continue their demobilizing opera
tions for a few months more. The Kaho'olawe Island Reserve
Commission, a state agency, will continue to work on revege
tating the island. When the Navy's cleanup began, the island
was barren and scarred; crap metal and old tires littered the
red dust and hardpan land cape. Free access wa not allowed
due to the unexploded ordinance. Although warnings are still
in place and the danger of unexploded ordinance still exists,
hundreds of volunteers have planted native vegetation, and
seeds are sprouting. But it will take many years of work to
heal the island's wounds.

Lee Cataluna, Honolulu Advertiser, November II, 2003.

A VOYAGE TO THE NORTHWESTERN HAWAllAN I lands by the
Hokule'a has been postponed. Ju t four days before the Hoku
le'a was set to leave for Kaua'i on the first part of the voyage,
the escort boat broke a mast. There was not enough time to
repair it or locate a replacement, and the voyage could not be
delayed due to weather. The plans were for Hokule'a to sail to
each of the Northwestern Hawaiian I lands on a thirty-day
voyage. The trip has been re cheduled for May 2004. The
Northwe tern Hawaiian Islands are ecologically fragile, so the
crew will only go ashore when it is possible to do without
harm to the environment.

Polynesian Voyaging Society, Honolulu. Winter 2003

PITCAIRN
AT THE FIRST COURT SITIING ON Pitcairn in 106 years,
charges were laid against even local men for a variety of sex
ual offenses alleged to have occurred at least five years ago; a
few date back forty year. All pleaded not guilty. The charges
are a result of 3Y2 years of police investigation. Further
charges will be made against some Pitcairners who are now
living in New Zealand. In July, the prosecution submitted
their evidence and the defense challenged the validity of the
court. On their way back to New Zealand via Tahiti, the
pro ecution team was photographed while partying with the
magistrate, and wearing red tin el wigs and fake breasts. The
Pitcairners were outraged by the photos, which were pub
lished in 54 countries around the world. Pitcairn's mayor,
Steve Christian, stated that " .. .it eems to us a mockery for
them to come here and charge the men for sexual abuse". An
other i sue is of the prosecution team socializing with the
magistrate. Auckland crown pro ecutor, Simon Moore, apolo
gized for any offense, saying that he did not see anything in
appropriate in the prank.

Pitcairn Miscellany 2003

CHILE

IN DECEMBER, THE NEWLY-RENOVATED Rapa Nui exhibits
were opened at the Fonck Mu eum in Vifia del Mar. The new
exhibits are handsome, well-lit, with new cabinets and
label , many in both Spanish and English. The small statue
and figures are well-displayed, everal of them obviously very
old. One eye-catcher is a wooden moai figure about 18 inches
tall in a glass case in the main entry hall. It is a beauty, proba
bly dating back to sometime early in the last century. Lighted
from above, it is mounted on a rotating table that slowly spins
around. The big "WELCOME" sign at the entrance to the ex-

hibit is in ix or seven language including Russian and Japa
nese! ! Featured, of cour e, is the Fonck's famous tapa cloth
cape that now is fully enclosed in a glass case with flltered
light from above. As part of the conference activities in
Refiaca, Villa del Mar, next September, attendees will be
treated to a per onal tour of the Fonck Museum.

LONDON
The British Museum ha just opened a huge new gallery
called "Enlightenment", which i ba ically what an 18th cen
tury Cabinet of Curiositie would have been like, and which
contains examples of everything in the mu eum, and exhibit
ing most of their best Easter Island wood carvings, including
the famous carving of a hand, a rei miro, the kava kavas, etc.
Also included are other Pacific things, such as bark cloth
made by Fletcher Christian's widow, etc. Hoa Hakananai 'a
has been moved from its pedestal in the glass-covered court
yard and is now part of an exhibit called "Living and Dying".
In its current location, the statue now has spotlights trained on
it from above, so the carvings on the back stand out quite
nicely. So anyone wanting to see them at their best should
head for the British Museum within the next few months; after
that the statue will be back on its pedestal by the sandwich
bar, with no special lighting.

Paul G. Bahn

UNESCO has awarded a German firm, Maar Denkmalpflege
GmbH, a contract to pre erve the world-famou but decaying
moai culptures on Easter Island, which are uffering the ef
fects of the weather, touri m and pa t restoration attempt.
Stefan Maar, founder of Berlin-based firm, said that his com
pany planned to begin treating the statues with chemical in
early 2005 in a project e timated to cost about 10 million eu
ros (6.84 million pounds). "Something ha to be done," Maar
told Reuters (November 4, 2003). "But with over 1,000 fig
ures, it is a really big undertaking."

Maar's scientists are developing a chemical treatment for
the unique volcanic tuff from which the statues are carved.
"The stone is not like anything el e," Maar said. The moa;
statues are between 400 and 1,000 years old and average 13 ft
(4 meters) in height, weighing up to 82 tons. The chemical
should prevent moisture passing through the stone and stabi
lize it, stopping the growth of large cracks, said Maar, who
gained experience in preserving historic monuments on Ger
man projects. "After the fall of the Berlin Wall, there was
money to research preservation technique for monuments
that the German Democratic Republic had not re tored," he
said.

Rapa Nui expert Francesco Di Castri, former deputy di
rector of UNESCO and former president of the World Science
In titute, agreed that something must be done, pointing out
that if the moai are destroyed, the island itself will be de
stroyed because without tourism the island is nothing. M6nica
Baham6ndez, technical chief at Chile's National Con ervation
and Restoration Center, lamented that the Chilean govern-
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