
transferred control of the island of Kaho'olawe to the state of
Hawai'i. The Navy will continue their demobilizing opera
tions for a few months more. The Kaho'olawe Island Reserve
Commission, a state agency, will continue to work on revege
tating the island. When the Navy's cleanup began, the island
was barren and scarred; crap metal and old tires littered the
red dust and hardpan land cape. Free access wa not allowed
due to the unexploded ordinance. Although warnings are still
in place and the danger of unexploded ordinance still exists,
hundreds of volunteers have planted native vegetation, and
seeds are sprouting. But it will take many years of work to
heal the island's wounds.

Lee Cataluna, Honolulu Advertiser, November II, 2003.

A VOYAGE TO THE NORTHWESTERN HAWAllAN I lands by the
Hokule'a has been postponed. Ju t four days before the Hoku
le'a was set to leave for Kaua'i on the first part of the voyage,
the escort boat broke a mast. There was not enough time to
repair it or locate a replacement, and the voyage could not be
delayed due to weather. The plans were for Hokule'a to sail to
each of the Northwestern Hawaiian I lands on a thirty-day
voyage. The trip has been re cheduled for May 2004. The
Northwe tern Hawaiian Islands are ecologically fragile, so the
crew will only go ashore when it is possible to do without
harm to the environment.

Polynesian Voyaging Society, Honolulu. Winter 2003

PITCAIRN
AT THE FIRST COURT SITIING ON Pitcairn in 106 years,
charges were laid against even local men for a variety of sex
ual offenses alleged to have occurred at least five years ago; a
few date back forty year. All pleaded not guilty. The charges
are a result of 3Y2 years of police investigation. Further
charges will be made against some Pitcairners who are now
living in New Zealand. In July, the prosecution submitted
their evidence and the defense challenged the validity of the
court. On their way back to New Zealand via Tahiti, the
pro ecution team was photographed while partying with the
magistrate, and wearing red tin el wigs and fake breasts. The
Pitcairners were outraged by the photos, which were pub
lished in 54 countries around the world. Pitcairn's mayor,
Steve Christian, stated that " .. .it eems to us a mockery for
them to come here and charge the men for sexual abuse". An
other i sue is of the prosecution team socializing with the
magistrate. Auckland crown pro ecutor, Simon Moore, apolo
gized for any offense, saying that he did not see anything in
appropriate in the prank.

Pitcairn Miscellany 2003

CHILE

IN DECEMBER, THE NEWLY-RENOVATED Rapa Nui exhibits
were opened at the Fonck Mu eum in Vifia del Mar. The new
exhibits are handsome, well-lit, with new cabinets and
label , many in both Spanish and English. The small statue
and figures are well-displayed, everal of them obviously very
old. One eye-catcher is a wooden moai figure about 18 inches
tall in a glass case in the main entry hall. It is a beauty, proba
bly dating back to sometime early in the last century. Lighted
from above, it is mounted on a rotating table that slowly spins
around. The big "WELCOME" sign at the entrance to the ex-

hibit is in ix or seven language including Russian and Japa
nese! ! Featured, of cour e, is the Fonck's famous tapa cloth
cape that now is fully enclosed in a glass case with flltered
light from above. As part of the conference activities in
Refiaca, Villa del Mar, next September, attendees will be
treated to a per onal tour of the Fonck Museum.

LONDON
The British Museum ha just opened a huge new gallery
called "Enlightenment", which i ba ically what an 18th cen
tury Cabinet of Curiositie would have been like, and which
contains examples of everything in the mu eum, and exhibit
ing most of their best Easter Island wood carvings, including
the famous carving of a hand, a rei miro, the kava kavas, etc.
Also included are other Pacific things, such as bark cloth
made by Fletcher Christian's widow, etc. Hoa Hakananai 'a
has been moved from its pedestal in the glass-covered court
yard and is now part of an exhibit called "Living and Dying".
In its current location, the statue now has spotlights trained on
it from above, so the carvings on the back stand out quite
nicely. So anyone wanting to see them at their best should
head for the British Museum within the next few months; after
that the statue will be back on its pedestal by the sandwich
bar, with no special lighting.

Paul G. Bahn

UNESCO has awarded a German firm, Maar Denkmalpflege
GmbH, a contract to pre erve the world-famou but decaying
moai culptures on Easter Island, which are uffering the ef
fects of the weather, touri m and pa t restoration attempt.
Stefan Maar, founder of Berlin-based firm, said that his com
pany planned to begin treating the statues with chemical in
early 2005 in a project e timated to cost about 10 million eu
ros (6.84 million pounds). "Something ha to be done," Maar
told Reuters (November 4, 2003). "But with over 1,000 fig
ures, it is a really big undertaking."

Maar's scientists are developing a chemical treatment for
the unique volcanic tuff from which the statues are carved.
"The stone is not like anything el e," Maar said. The moa;
statues are between 400 and 1,000 years old and average 13 ft
(4 meters) in height, weighing up to 82 tons. The chemical
should prevent moisture passing through the stone and stabi
lize it, stopping the growth of large cracks, said Maar, who
gained experience in preserving historic monuments on Ger
man projects. "After the fall of the Berlin Wall, there was
money to research preservation technique for monuments
that the German Democratic Republic had not re tored," he
said.

Rapa Nui expert Francesco Di Castri, former deputy di
rector of UNESCO and former president of the World Science
In titute, agreed that something must be done, pointing out
that if the moai are destroyed, the island itself will be de
stroyed because without tourism the island is nothing. M6nica
Baham6ndez, technical chief at Chile's National Con ervation
and Restoration Center, lamented that the Chilean govern-
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ment, which has total control over the park where the moai
stand, has not funded any pre ervation projects for the mono
liths. She would like to see fund focu ed on "priority stat
ues" that are still worth aving, noting that some are 0 dete
riorated they are beyond help.

The chemical treatment is meant to prevent moisture
passing through the porou tuff and to stop the widening of
large cracks that are now forming. Hangaroa's mayor, Petero
Edmund, said "It's great news. The important thing is to
ave the moai." The German project comes in addition to an

ongoing $600,000 Japane e program to weatherproof some of
the tatues, including the fifteen well-known moai on Ton
gariki' platform. Some experts are taking a "wait and ee"
attitude on the German project, remembering broken prom
i es of fund from other sources in the past. And, Francisco
Torre, director of the i land' archeological museum, noted
that, "This type of project i often propo ed with a total lack
of knowledge about the con ervation priorities here."

VETERINARY RELIEF INTERNATIONAL RETURNS

AFrER FIVE YEARS OF PROMOTING improvement of animal
welfare on Rapa Nui, I am guardedly optimistic that veteri
nary tandards are gradually advancing and that continued
efforts will further enhance the condition of the island' do
me tic animal population. Veterinary Relief International's
(VRI) most recent trip to Rapa Nui (Dec '03 - Jan '04) al
lowed continuation of efforts from previous trips and initia
tion of new and important programs. Over 400 hor es and
cattle received free deworrning and vitamin supplementation.
Ranchers were updated on developments in the ongoing in
vestigation of the wide pread poi oning of livestock by the
introduced plant cho cho (Crotalaria spp.). The cho cho in
ve tigation was continued with current efforts directed to
wards looking for signs of the di ease in asymptomatic cattle.

Laura Boyd and camera operator and soundman Eric Burge docu
menting Jon' efforts on the i land. The completed 28-minute ftlm
(entitled Caballo Loco on Easter Island) will be aired on Montana
PBS and will be considered for release by the Science Channel
(Di covery Networks). The film will also be distributed to all ci
ence and natural history film festivals in the U.S.

Finding subclinical intoxication would be an important indi
cator that humans might be getting regularly expo ed to the
plant toxins through beef consumption.

We finally started the Equine Population Control pro
gram with contraceptive vaccines administered to 23 mares. It
was necessary to start with a small number of mares in order
to assess acceptance of the program among Rapanui ranchers.
This product directly opposes the common local notion that it
is always better to have more animals. So, I am very encour
aged that a level of trust has been achieved which resulted in
requests for the contraceptive vaccine exceeding availability.
Twenty-two stallions were castrated, but more importantly,
hor e-owners were taught how to afely and effectively per
form this simple surgery themselves. Previously, castrations
were crudely performed with buck knives or broken glass
bottles.

One of the many dogs that roam the island. Jon' work will pro
vide an alternative to the use of poison meat as a means of con
trolling the dog population.

As always, we answered requests for a wide variety of
small animal hou e calls including vomiting cats, canine al
lergies, chickens with mange, and much more. An episode of
frustrating conflict had an auspicious end when a visiting
SAG veterinarian's objection to VRI's work led to wide
spread affirmation by local animal owners of their support
and desire for continuing VRI assistance with veterinary is
sues. This incident culminated in provision of a document of
unanimous written support being drafted for VRI by the Co
mi ion de De arrollo (including the Governor, local directors
of SAG and CONAF, and CONADI). Logistics were organ
ized for pay/neuter clinics which will begin within the year.
Hopefully such clinics will eliminate the need for population
control of small animals by intentional poisoning. La tly, we
were accompanied by 2 graduate film students from Montana
who shot footage of VRI's work on Rapa Nui for a documen
tary film to be released late in 2004.

The animals of Rapa Nui still experience the ame prob
lems which I have described in previous RNJ article (May
2001, Oct 2003). However, conditions are slowly improving,
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Arzt photographs an island horse suffering from the effects of eating
a toxic plant known as "cha-cha". The plant contains pyrroJizidine
alkaloids, known carcinogens and hepatotoxins (liver toxins). The
toxin cause irreversible cirrhosis and alteration to the brain, result
ing in progressive staggering, blindness, and jaundice, invariably
culminating in coma and death.

and I am largely confident that VR!' work ha contributed to
that progress. From my first trip to the island, I wa immedi
ately aware that altering public perception of animal needs
would be far more challenging than diagnosing diseases or
determining inadequacies in hu bandry. Each time we go
back, I can see that perception of need gradually changing. On
this trip I was booked oLid every day (including Coo tmas)
and till was not able to get to every ranch on my Li t. A
steady flow of requests at my door tep reminded me that just
3 years ago it was I that was often a king for the "privilege" to
consult on herd health. The Rapanui's recognition that their
animals do need help, and that help is now available is what is
most encouraging. We are already planning the Dec '04 trip.
For more information on veterinary projects on Rapa Nui visit
veterinaryreliefintemational.com.

Jonathan Arzt, DVM, MPVM
Department ofMicrobiology, Immunology, and Pathology

Colorado State University

A NEW ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN developed by the Direcci6n
General del Territorio Maritimo, Chile, will study and help
control the marine resources around Easter Island, in an inter
nationally protected zone. For the fir t time, DIRECTEMAR
(Dir.Gen.del Terr.Mar) ha created the Programa de Observa
tion del Ambiente Litoral (pOAL) on Rapa Nui. This action i
of great importance becau e it will work towards the protec
tion of a Southeast Pacific marine area. The program will cre
ate a base for studie leading to the protection of eco y terns
and natural habitats. Samples of oil and water, which will be
taken twice a year, will allow DIRECTMAR to have environ
mental control over thi protected zone, and will analyze uch
things a the content of heavy metals, nutrients, organic mate
rial, etc.

El Mercurio de Valparaiso, 3 January 2004

Laura Boyd, a graduate tudent in documentary filmmaking at Mon
tana State University, is shown here with veterinarian Jon Artz talk
ing to a Rapanui stock owner on Easter Island. Her project was to
document Jon's work with the island's animals.

A GRADUATE STUDENT IN ENGINEERING from the Universidad
Cat6lica de Valparafso has developed a project to help re
populate lobster (langosta) at Easter Island. Worried by the
scarcity of two endemic species on Rapa Nui, a young engi
neering student from Easter Island who is studying fi heries,
Nancy Rivera Chavez, presented a project to UNESCO to
help with the reproduction of the island's lobster (Panulirus
pascuensis). She obtained USD 20,000 to rehabilitate installa
tions for raising lobsters that Live exclusively around Rapa
Nui. The langosta are found down to 200 meter depth. There
currently is a "veda" - fishing prohibited - between Novem
ber and March. Also, the Little shellfish, Cypraea caputdra
conis, known as "pure" on the island are now carce. The e
are collected by women at low tide and u ed to make shell
necklaces. She started by tudying how the mollu ks were ex
tracted, their age at capture and their distribution along the
coast. "The extraction does not di criminate by ize or sexual
maturity of the resource", she affirmed. And now, cuba di
vers are taking them out at a greater rate. Nancy returned to
the island in October to await the resources that will allow her
to start up the project with the women who collect shells, fo
cusing on the re-population of the Southeast zone of the is
land, which was over-exploited at the beginning of the 1990 .

El Mercurio de Valpara{so, 8 January 2004

RAPANUl ISLANDER AND SCHOOL TEACHER, Virginia (Viki)
Haoa Cardinali, received an award for excellence in teaching
on December 30th

, 2003, The Premio Gabriela Mi traJ, an
award that recognizes teacher , was given to only 27 Chilean
teachers. Viki is noted for her efforts to in truct immersion
classes in the Rapanui language. Congratulation to Viki, not
only for the honor of the award, but for all her efforts over the
years to help keep the Rapanui language alive.

El Mercurio, 31 December 2003.

THE ASSOCIATION OF GUIDES on Easter Island ha been work
ing hard to provide knowledgeable, official, and well-trained
guides to the archaeological ites of the island. But it i an up
hill battle for there is no "official profession" known as
"guide" in Chile. Thus there is no law that prohibits someone
from ju t declaring himself as a "guide". On the island, any
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taxi driver from the mainland can give tours, however igno
rant they may be of the sites and the island's history.

THE AUTO OMY MOVEMENT 0 THE IsLAND

EASTER ISLANDERS DO NOT OWN or manage their own island.
This lack of control is one of many things that will change if a
new plan to give Rapa Nui an autonomous government, while
till remaining a part of Chile a it has been for 115 years.

Autonomy is a pet project of Chilean Pre ident Ricardo Lagos
who agreed to heed longstanding Rapanui demands for greater
elf-rule a part of his wider mission to improve conditions for

Chile' native peoples. The propo al to give Rapa Nui control
over education, health, and land management while leaving
Chile in charge of defen e and foreign relations, is expected to
go to Chile's Congress in the coming month .

The 3,800 residents of the i land, of which 1,800 are na
tive Rapanui, feel like a forgotten annex to Chile. "Thi is me.
This is all of us," said Evelyn Hucke, a performer of tradi
tional Rapa Nui dances, showing a map of the island. 'These
lands are us and this land should be returned to its legitimate
owners. Chile, the colonizer can't keep thinking it owns us
and our land." Hucke and a handful of other Rapanui would
like to see complete independence for their beloved land. But
mo t admit that Rapa Nui would uffer without the $10 mil
lion a year it receives from the budget of Chile's fifth region,
which administer the island. "If Ea ter Island becomes inde
pendent, what we will live on tomorrow?" asks Rogelio Paoa,
who works in the tourist indu try, the ource of $3 million a
year in income for the i land.

The autonomy plan i modeled after Tahiti's autonomy
under French rule. 'This territory i part of Polynesia. We
have our own language, y tem, culture, identity, and climate.
Everything here is different, which ju tifies us having a differ
ent adrnini tration," said Ea ter I land Mayor Petero Ed
mund , the main promoter of autonomy.

Individual Rapanui own property in the town of Hanga
Roa, but with autonomy they would win the right to manage
road construction, agricultural u e, and tourism development
on the public parklands. The i land governor, Enrique
Pakarati said that Lagos agrees with the fmdings in a new re
port that recommends returning property rights to the Ra
panui. The Historic Truth and Reconciliation Report was com
mis ioned by the government and details human rights abu es
against different indigenou groups in Chile. 'The president
strongly backs these principles," Pakarati aid.

Chile gained sovereignty of Easter Island in 1888 when
it annexed the island. In the 1950 the Chilean government
appropriated the land on the island a well, violating the origi
nal protection agreement. While Chile is now a fairly benevo
lent ruler, as recently as the 1960s the islanders had major
grievances over annexation of land for a national park, up
pression of the local language, re trictions on travel, being
forced to work without pay and not having voting rights.

The laid-back, dusty street of Hanga Roa could not be
more different from industriou Chile, which is culturally
clo er to the United States and Europe. A traditional commit
tee of elders still advises the mayor on political decisions.

A small separatist movement, which flies a white flag
with a red reimiro, wants mainland Chileans to pay a visa fee

to visit and to show a return ticket when they come to Rapa
Nui. That is how it works when people from Ecuador visit the
Galapagos Islands.

Erity Teave spokeswoman for the independence group,
aid islanders were tired of exce ive immigration to the is

land, where nearly half the population is now non-native. De
spite voices of re entment, i landers are often pro-Chile.
'Tourist ask you, and I alway make it clear that we will con
tinue being Chileans," said Yictor who, like many Rapa Nui,
i a polyglot. He speaks six languages.

Yahoo! News, based on an article by Ignacio Badal,
November 20, 2003.

ABu TONGARIKl, FAMED FOR its fifteen standing statue , is
undergoing repairs. Rapanui islander, Rafael Rapu, is in
charge of the current effort . All the dirt previou ly used as
fill in the ahu platform was removed and replaced with kikiri
(5-10 cm irregular rocks) and a paenga platform was put on
top of the ahu to stabilize it. As the first 20 meters of the
paenga wall (from the southwest comer) had no foundation,
new foundations were prepared, and a 40 x 40 cm concrete
buttress was built all along the interior of the wall. Rapu's
team, by pecking along the polished surfaces of the paenga,
al 0 disguised saw-cuts made during the earlier reconstruc
tion. During the first reconstruction effort, Tongariki's stand
ing moai had been placed on top of heavy rocks that were
fixed with mortar; these were not in danger of falling. In thi
mo t recent project, many artifact were recovered from the
upper dirt fill that had been obtained from Poike. Artifacts
found in the dirt fill include mata 'a and basalt flakes. The
rocky fill beneath that included many poro that formerly were
on the surface of the platform and the wings (Poro are natu
rally rounded beach cobble found at several places around
the island; they were used on many of the ahu, either on the
platform top or on the "ramp" leading up to the top). Some of
the poro found in the rubble are a large as those on top of the
wings, but many are smaller, suggesting that the original up
per platform likely was paved withporo as is Abu Nau Nau at
'Anakena. Two special artifacts were recovered from the rub
ble left at the side of the road: a broken moai head with carved
eye sockets and a heavy fine-grained basalt rock with polished
oval surfaces. A Japanese team led by Professor Masaaki Sa
wada (University of Tsukuba, Tokyo) and Monica Ba
ham6ndez (Centro Nacional de Conservaci6n y Re tauraci6n,
Chile) will be working on the conservation of the fifteen moai
now standing on the ahu at Tongariki.

RAPANUl ISLANDER, Rafael Tuki, was picked as the Numero
Uno basketball player in the y th Region (of Chile). He plays
for the team called ''Villa Alegre" in Yilla del Mar.

THERE IS A CONTINUING row between officials on Easter I 
land and government health authorities on the Chilean
mainland over the problem of garbage on Easter Island, par
ticularly the disposal of excess non-degradable garbage on the
island. Easter Island is not the only small island with this
problem; what to do about the dispo al of garbage? Landfills
become overrun, and it is too costly to ship it somewhere else.
Even if that were possible, where would that "other place" be?

The Santiago Times (30 December 2003)
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VARJOUS CONSTRUcnON projects are ongoing on the island,
including a new building for Sernatur, on Policarpo Toro,
across from Playa Pea. The Mini try of Justice is being re
built. The gym is being recon tructed and a new market on
Atarnu Tekena is nearly finished. The hospital building is un
dergoing a remodel with new office and orne upgrade , and
the new control tower at the airport is up and running. Con-
truction on the school ha halted; the ship did not arrive, and

they ran out of building material .

A RAPA NUl MARATHON RACE i cheduled for June. The
third annual Easter Island Marathon, half marathon and 10K,
i et for 12 June. A Sprint Triathlon will be on 11 June, and a
Mountain bike race, 13 June. The event has a cap of 150 en
trie and is being arranged through Marathon Tours.

AN ITALIAN TOURIST WHO VANDALIZED a statue at the quarry
of Rano Raraku was fined US$ 800 and forbidden to return to
the island for a year. However, nothing is being done to pro
tect the moai at Vinapu which are being damaged by goats, or
to protect archaeological sites that are located within the new
parcelas. We were told that it i "still the Wild We t, and no
one will accept controls or regulations".
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