
foundation. Steps have been taken to register a non-stock and
non-profit scientific and educational foundation to be called W.
G. Solheim II Foundation for Philippine Archaeology, lnc. Final
arrangements are being made regarding the official registration
of the foundation. Anyone interested in becoming an incorpora
tor of the foundation or extending support may re pond to the
addre s below All incorporators are asked to donate at least P
500.00 (ca. US $10.00); larger donations are needed and most
welcome. As of this writing, PI46,000.00 in grants and loans
have been raised and deposited in a Foundation account.
Contact Bill at: wsolheim@edsamail.com.ph Mailing address:
Archaeological Studies Program, University of the Philippines,
Palma Hall, Diliman, Quezon City 1101, Philippines.

HAWAI'I

THE MYSTERY OF WHY SOME Europeans who used products
containing kava extract and sub equently suffered severe liver
damage may be solved. A number of nations banned sale of the
herbal supplement as a result of reactions to the product.
Scientists believe that the problem is a compound found in the
tern peelings and leaves of the kava plant, but not in the roots

used to make the traditional kava drink, as consumed by Pacific
Islanders. Anything made from leaves or stems of the plant
should be avoided. While kava supplements are not banned in
the US, the Food and Drug Administration issued an advisory
warning of risk from dietary upplements containing kava.

The health alarms left farmer in Hawai'i and el ewhere
with crops that were hardly worth harvesting. Until re earchers
found the key, experts were unable to explain how a plant u ed
for centuries could be so toxic. But now it appears that the
dangerou alkaloid is not found in the root, which i used for the
traditional drink.

Pipermethystine belongs to a group of natural amide
alkaloids of which a wide range are found in different members
of the Piperaceae plant family, including kava.

Pacific News Bulletin, Vol. 18(5), May 2003

PITCAIRN

ln RNJ for October 2002 (Vol. 16(2):114), we reported that
twenty men from Pitcairn were being investigated for exual
abuse, including rape. Pro ecution is moving forward,
according to news from the island in March, which included the
following: " ...Pitcairners learned that some of the men here
were to be charges (sic) with exual offences." And, "Reader
may have been puzzled by many of the people appearing on
Pitcairn over recent time ... " "When criminal allegations were
made the British authorities et up a Pitcairn Logistics Team
(PLT) to provide support for investigations and possible trials
on Pitcairn .... The PLT i re ponsible for securing personnel,
arranging transport and accommodation to and from the Island,
(no easy task) providing accommodation here and upport
through food and provi ion and atellite communication and
etting up a court here complete with video link. This has meant

the construction of new buildings such as the 'Pink Palace' and
three-cell 'Remand Centre', as well as refurbishing and
extending the hostel and the lodge. Personnel employed by the
PLT include two Ministry of Defence policemen here for terms
of three months, two ocial workers appointed from New
Zealand here for ix-month terms. We have a full time
governor's repre entative. There is a communications specialist
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and his wife here setting up a satellite video link to New
Zealand, and a medical officer funded by the PLT. In April we
are expecting a further team of twelve to arrive: two defense
lawyers, three prosecuting lawyers, a court official, a magistrate
and a further five British policemen. It i not surprising that
many Pitcairners are feeling dismayed by uch a large pre ence
of outsiders on the Island. If the PLT chartered ship sends the
crew ashore in April, outsiders will almost equal Pitcairners in
number. Certainly this pre ence ha changed the daily life on
Pitcairn. It is also interesting to note that millions of dollars can
be found for pur uing criminal matter but not for urgent work
around the I land such as an airfield, ealing of the main road, a
breakwater for the jetty, a new school and school house and a
rebuilt hall. In fact progre on these project seems to be
frozen."

Pitcaim Miscellany for March 2003

Wt\A,'4f> N£W IN HANG.A ~A

RUMORS ABOUND THAT RAPA NUl could become autonomou ,
and thus no longer dependent upon the V Region. Mayor Pedro
Edmund stated that, after 100 years of dependence, Rapa Nui
may have their longed-for adrnini trative autonomy. The com
mission that is studying this agreed unanimously to convert the
island into the first Special Territory of Chile. This will give the
island a direct relationship to the Chilean Government. Two
types of authorities on the island are being considered: one with
executive power and the other a kind of cabinet. All will be
elected by popular vote. Edmund tated that he felt the individ
ual hould be called Pre ident of the Special Territory, thu
Rapa Nui will have a president, and the collective authority will
be like an as embly. Edmunds added that such a move would
eliminate the bureaucracy that exist now. For example, when
the ho pita! urgently need orne drug ,it ometime rake
weeks for approval and delivery. Skeptics are less anguine
about the autonomy; orne commented that it would only be
"co metic" and not "real urgery".

WE ARE HAPPY TO REPORT on a conservation project at
'Orongo. Eduardo Villafranco, Manager, Professional Service
Public Works and Government Services Canada (PWGSC), has
implemented a site redevelopment and interpretive plan for
'Orongo. A propo ed trail layout wa completed and approved
by the Rapanui community. On site training was provided for
the crew that was working on the trail and the rehabilitation of
areas that were affected by erosion. The next part of the project
will be interpretative, including ign. Comments have been
po itive and now discu sion are underway to begin planning
for conservation work at Rano Raraku.

THE GUIDES ASSOCIATIO OF EASTER ISLAND has a project to
help clean up the archaeological ire. Local toun t organiza
tions support the volunteers with money for ga oline, food and
drink, and transportation. Each Wednesday the volunteer clean
and maintain one site.

A PRNATE SCHOOL CALLED San Sebastian de Akivi is operating
with the fust 5 basic years and it is hoped that, in future years, it
will be continuing on to the 8th grade. Each classes ha a maxi-
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mum of 15 pupils. The higWy publicized new Catholic chool
will apparently not be built on the i land, after all. As of now,
there is no sign of any construction and rumor are that the pro
ject is "on ice".

THE VIRACOCHA WAS IN THE NEWS AGAIN. The reed boat, Vira

cocha, was built on the beach at Vifia del Mar and ubsequently
set off for Ea ter Island with plans to continue on to Australia,
after tops at Tahiti and Fiji. The initial plan of the nine-man
crew, commanded by the US biologist Phil Buc~ was to land
on Rapa Nui the fir t week of May, but the lack of wind lowed
them down. An article in El Mercurio de ValparaISo tated that,
"Fifteen days ago, the US cameraman Tom Pollard was rescued
by a hip of the Armada after they radioed for help as Pollard
was affected by evere depre ion. He had been hired by the
National Geographic TV channel to make a documentary of the
voyage. In addition to Buck and Pollard there was a 26-year old
German translator, a 47-year old Bolivian boat constructor, a
Chilean, a US busine man, and a French biologi t". They fi
nally arrived to Easter Island but the Viracocha wa deteriorat
ing and lowly sinking. She wa towed out to sea and burned.

EI Mercurio de ValparaISo, May 31

EL MERCURIO DE VALPARAlso MENTIONED that the mayor of
the Juan Fernandez Islands wants to buy or borrow some moai
from Ea ter I land and plant them on the hills so that they, too,
can attract touri ts. Surely he was kidding?

IT WAS REPORTED IN EL MERCURIO DE VALPARAiso that all is
lander were to be vaccinated for yellow fever, triggering ru
mor that somehow yellow fever was rampant on the i land.
However, a it turned out, it was a touri t from France who was
in the i land hospital with malaria (which he had had for years)
and that wa enough to start a rumor that malaria was now on
Rapa Nui. The mosquito found on the island is not of the type
that tran mit malaria. However, in August the ho pital taff
began vaccinating the population against both hepatiti A and
yellow fever. The Ministry of Health program is hoping to
avoid future epidemic . The vaccine is from Brazil and will be
given to about 4000 people over the age of 9 months. For it to
be effective, at least 95% of the population must be vaccinated.

El Mercurio de ValparaISo, June 30.

BRETT SHEPARDSON, UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI'I AT MANOA, ha
been teaching a high chool archaeology program on Rapa Nui
for the past five months. The program, initiated by Museum di
rector, Franci co Torres, is in its third year, but it has become
more intense and formalized in the past months. Francisco Tor
res and Veronica Salvatierra of the Sebastian Englert Mu eum
help coordinate the program while Shepardson ha taken over
the instructing. The goal was to design projects in archaeology
that could help develop skills for the student of Rapa Nui that
could apply to any field of interest, and at the same time prepare
them to care for their own archaeological heritage. Shepard on
reports that it has been amazing to see how much the student
have learned, not only about the island and archaeology, but
about computer programs, public speaking, and problem-
olving kills.

The program's main field project is to develop two- and

three-dimensional maps of Puna Pau including information and
photos of the pukao. Puna Pau seemed like an ideal location for
the students to make an original contribution to the documenta
tion and preservation of the cultural heritage of the island. In the
field they learned how to make caled plan map , how to u e
compasses, how to u e a theodolite (left in the museum by Wil
liam Mulloy decade ago), how to u e an electronic total ta
tion, and how to work with digital photography.

The students also meet two nights a week at the mu euIIl,
to move the information they gather in the field into digital for
mat. Some of the students weren't comfortable u ing a mou e
when the program began, but now all of them have orne
knowledge of Excel, PowerPoint, and GIS database program .

Eventually, a complete report of Puna Pau will be pre
ented to the museum by the students, who have already given

presentation of preliminary rmding to a number of audiences
on the island. The program is entirely voluntary, and nearly

Rapa Nui students working at Puna Pau in the archaeology program
initiated by the Sebastian Englert Museum and taught by Brett
Shepardson from the University of Hawai 'i, Manoa.

every free day that the students have, they ask to participate in
fieldwork. Shepardson is working to formalize the program so
that it is ea ier to eek funding for ba ic equipment that the tu
dents can use. He is working to construct a website for them.
This is not only to have a website for the program, but al 0 that
the students can learn about website construction. Shepard on
hopes to continue with the classes and projects, but needs sup
port. Email contact:bleif@yahoo.com

ALcALDE PEDRO EDMUNDS ANNOUNCED that, due to European
investments in cience and technology, Rapa Nui will become
the new cientific center of Polynesia. Edmunds tated that the
European Community has approved the installation of a cience
center for biological sciences including the human genome, re
newable energy, care and recuperation of the environment, bio-
cience, and biotechnology The project involve several entities

such as the International Science Council for the Development
of the Island (Spain), the Foundation of St. Petersburg
(Ru ia), UNESCOS' International Egi , and the International
Consortium for Ocean Science (Italy). Also participating are the
Univer ity of Torino y La Sapienza (Italy), the cities of Carrara,
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Porto Venere and Orta, the Provinces of Palermo and of Spezi ,
the international Italian commission for UNESCO, and the
Community Con ejo of Rome. " We will receive annual inve t
ment of more than 1 million dollars," said the mayor.
UNESCO has had a similar program in Tahiti.

VU~L'C.A""ON~

Bellwood, P., D. Bowdery, F. Beardsley, D. Bulbeck, S. Keates,
and S. Phear. 2002. Indo-Pacific Prehistory: The Melaka
Papers, Volume 6. Bulletin of the Indo-Pacific Prehistory
A sociation 22. Canberra: Au tralian National University.
Thi volume contain "Pleistocene and Hunter-Gatherer
Archaeology"; "Archaeology in China and Taiwan";
"Southeast Asian Prehistory"; "Biological Anthropology in
Southeast Asia"; and "Settlement, Oral History and Ar
chaeology in Micronesia". There are 20 papers, including
an Editorial by Bellwood and Bowdery, with a total of 30
authors.

Bennett, P. and T. Wheeler. 2001. Time and Tide: The Islands
ofTuvalu. Melbourne: Lonely Planet Publication.

Le Bulletin du Centre d'Etudes sur ['fie de Paques et la Polyne
sie. 2002, No. 59, 60; 2003. Delegation de la Polyne ie
Franc;aise a Paris, 28, boulevard Saint-Germain, 75005,
Paris, France.

Burnet, A. 2003. L'ne de paques. Recente Decouverte. Ar
cheologia, No. 401 for June, 2003. This i a report on the
Belgium expedition and work at Ahu '0 Rongo by Dirk
Huyge.

Geiger, D. L. 2003. Phylogenetic Assessment of Characters
Proposed for the Generic Clas ification of Recent Sci 
surellidae (Gastropoda: Vetigastropoda) with a Description
of One New Genu and Six New Species from Easter Is
land and Australia. Moffuscan Research 23:21-83.

Herda, P., J. Terrell and N. Gunson, ed . 2001. Tongan Culture
and History. Australia: Target Oceania.

Hogg, A. G., T. F. G. Higham, D. J. Lowe, J. G. Palmer, P. J.
Reimer and R. M. Newnham. 2003. A Wiggle-Match Date
for Polynesian Settlement of New Zealand. Antiquity 77
(295): 116-125.

Kensley, B. 2003. Marine I opod Crustacean from Ea ter Is
land. Pacific Science, 57(3):287-317.

The Journal of the Polynesian Society. 2003. Vol. 112(1) for
March. The Polynesian Society, The University of Auck
land, New Zealand.

Kirch, P. V., J. Coil, L. Holm, J. Holson, S. Kailihiwa, K.
Kawelu, S. Millerstrom, and S. O'Day. 2002. From the
'Cliffs of Keolewa' to the 'Sea of Papaloa': An Archaeo
logical Reconnaissance of Portions of the Kalaupapa Na
tional Historical Park, Moloka'i, Hawaiian Islands. Oce
anic Archaeological Laboratory Special Publication No.2.
Archaeological Research Facility, University of California
at Berkeley.

Rapa Nui Journal 152

Lorenz, F. and B. K. Raine. 2001. A New Specie of Cribra
mla (Gastropoda: Cypraeidae) from Easter Island. La Con
chiglia, 299:27-29.

Loret, J. and J. T. Tanacredi, ed .2003. Easter Island. Scientific
Exploration into the World's Environmental Problems in
Microcosm. Kluver Academic Publications, Hingham, MA.
ISBN 00-306-47494-8.

Miller trom, S. and P. V. Kirch. 2002. Hi tory on Stone: A
Newly-Di covered Petroglyph Site at Kahikinui, Maui. Ha
waiian Archaeology. Volume 8. Honolulu: Society for Ha
waiian Archaeology.

Orliac, C. ed. 2003. Archeologie en Oceanie Insulaire. Peuple
ment, Societes et Paysages. Editions Artcom, Paris. ISBN
2-912741-43-2. (Include papers by 11 author ).

Pacific News Bulletin, 18(5), 2003. 83 Amy Street, Toorak, Pri
vate Bag, Suva, Fiji Island. Email: pcrc@i.com.fj

Raine, B. K. 2002. Contribution to the Knowledge of Ea ter
Island Mollu ca. La Conchiglia, 304: 11-40.

Raines, B. K. 2002. Contributions to the Knowledge of Ea ter
I land Mollu ca, Part II. La Conchiglia, 305:41-50.

Raine, B. K. 2002. Pupa pascuana: A New Species of Ac
teonidae from Ea ter I land. La Conchiglia, 305:51-53.

Rongorongo Studies. A Forum for Polynesian Philology. 2003,
Vol. 13(1). In titute of Polynesian Languages and Litera
tures. PO Box 6965, Welle ley Street. Auckland, New Zea
land. (This issue contains "Distribution and Function of
Hawaiian ana" by Emily 'Ioli'i Hawkins; and "Prophet of
the Earth Overturned. Ke'aulumoku on Early Contact in
Hawai'i", by John Charlot.)

Sand, C. and P. V. Kirch. 2002. Edward W Gifford and Rich
ard Shutler Jr's Archaeological Expedition to New Caledo
nia in 1952. L'expedition Archeologique d'Edward W.
Gifford et Richard Shutler Jr en Nouvelle-Caledonie au
cours de l'annee 1952. Noumea: Department
Archeologique, Service de Mu ees et du Patrimoine de
Nouvelle-Caledonie.

Scarr, D. 2001. A History of the Pacific Islands: Passages
Through Tropical Time. Richmond: Curzon Press.

Stefan, V. H., S. L. Collins, M. I. Weisler. 2002. Hender on Is
land Crania and their Implication for Southeastern Polyne
sian Prehistory. The Journal of the Polynesian Society.
2002.111(4):371-384.

Tahiti Pacifique, Vol. 13, No. 145; No. 146. 2003. B. P. 368,
Mo'orea, French Polyne ia. Email: www.tahiti-pacifique.
com

Tok Blong Pasifik, Vol. 56(2),2002. www.sppf.org
Vanderbes, J. 2003. Easter Island. New York: Dial Press. (This

is a novel, loosely based on the story of Katherine
Routledge's ojourn on Easter I land. See review in this
issue, pages 145-146).

Wellman, D. 2003. Rapa Nui. Professional Surveyor Magazine,
for March, 23(3):6-12.

Vol. 17 (2) October 2003


