
possibly imperishable monuments, to convey to future genera
tions through a symbolism, one chapter in the fateful history of
the world? With no such certainty could this be done by any
other means than by the building of a pyramid, as in Egypt; or,
by the erections of cyclopean works, as in farther India, and of
tremendous images, as on Easter Island. And if, at the same
time, there were sufficient knowledge and learning existing to
accomplish it, would not the effort also be made to convey, at
the same time, some hint of the possible period when such a
cataclysm, or such a burning, should again overtake the ealth.

FRANK H. NORTON.

we thank Filip Eykens of Belgium, who sent us the clipping,
and Mr Burie who followed up with a photograph of the three
beetle-browed chocolate moai standing in a field.

The weeks before Easter are certainly the busie t period
for chocolate makers in Flanders and Holland. Shop begin
selling giant Easter eggs when Christmas is barely over. Obvi
ously Mr Burie wanted to show something more creative than
eggs for Easter holiday, thus the chocolate (yum) moai. Our
thanks also to Herbert von Saher of Holland who elaborated on
the basic story and contacted Mr Burie. Who got to eat them?
Another Mystery of Easter Island.

CHARLIE LOVE REPORTED ON A MODERN-DAY moai that he
found standing on the porch of an historic theater in the tiny
company-town of Sinclair, Wyoming. The moai stands on the
doorstep, presumably to greet theater-goers.

ON THE BALBOA
peninsula in
Southern Califor
nia, Joan Seaver
Kurze snapped a
photo of a moai
peering dimly
through a fly-
stained window. It
is flanked by Poly
nesian hula dolls.

AND STILL IN THE MID-WEST, Joan
Wozniak found a moai in front of the
Kon Tiki bar at the Palmer House in
Chicago. Its hands are folded under
its chin as it gazes out under slitty
eyelids.

Two MOAt WERE
spotted on a country
road in southern
Michigan by Kay
and Tom Sanger.
There, gracing a sag
ging wooden porch
and accompanied by
flags, stand two
moai looking out
over a cornfield.

CHOCO-HOLICS ALERT: Three colossal Easter Island statues
made from pure chocolate were photographed in a shop win
dow of Chocolaterie Lieven Burie in Antwerp. They were cre
ated by Belgium's best-known chocolate-artist, Lieven Burnie,
who worked several weeks on the chocolate tatues. Each one
weighed more than 30 kilograms (66 Ibs). A photo of the three
chocolate moai appeared in De Morgen, for April 14, 2001, and

A VERY DAPPER "MR MoAl" was
discovered in a public park in Keve
laer, Holland, by Professor Dr
Gunter Senft of the Max-Planck
Institut fUr Psycholinguistik, Ni
jmegen. Along with the bow tie and
wire-rim glasses, check out the nose
ring. Thanks to Steve Fischer for
providing us with a picture of this
hilarious mod moai.
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THE La G-DISTANCE PRIZE goe to Dr Ted Kurze of Newport
Beach who spotted a maGi in Dakar, Africa! It was among t a
huge collection of local carvings for sale to touri ts, including
miniature tribal drums, carved tools, painted masks, fake
pear, and 0 on. They were all laid out dock-side for the pas

senger on the Queen Elizabeth II. And there, cheek by jowl
with voodoo dolls, was a wood maGi. Strange company indeed.

A TEAM OF SCLE TJ T FROM the University of the South Pa
cific at Suva, and the Fiji Museum, recently found more traces
of Lapita pottery in a group of i land in northeast Fiji. The 12
member team, headed by Patrick Nunn (USPS) found Lapita
pottery in 12 location on the i lands of Qamea, Laucala,
Matagi, and the Yanuca group.

University of the Sourh Pacific. Suva. Vol. 2(2) 2002.

A RESEARCH TEAM FROM THE U NERSITY OF THE SOUTH PA
ClFlC'S Geography Department has found that a build-up of
sediments has reduced marine life in the Yanuca Channel that
eparates the Shangri-La Fijian Re ort from mainland Viti

Levu in Sigatoka. Forest clearance, combined with increa ed
grazing and farming, ha cau ed increa ed oil ero ion, with the
ediments draining into the Yanuca Channel. Solution under

di cu ion include refore tation along the watercourse , the
banning of over-fi hing and de tructive fi hing method, and
replanting coral. Dredging may be nece ary.

University of the South Pacific. Suva. Vol. 1:19.2001.

Fiji
UNIVERSITY OF THE SOUTH PAClFlC (SUVA) SCLENTJ TS re
vealed that freshwater mu el, locally called kai and found in
Fiji's Rewa River (near Suva), contain trace metal uch as
copper, cadmium, lead, zinc and iron. These are pre ent in
much higher level than the National Health Standard of Au 
tralia recommend and can be a threat to human organ . Kai i
abundant in the Rewa River and i a major ource of protein
and income for those living in the area. Mus el are "filter
feeders" and tend to accumulate pollutants such a heavy met
als in their tissue. If consumed, either raw or cooked, by hu
mans, they can be toxic. Sources of the contaminant are be
lieved to be fuel, leaked over past years as residue from the
mining indu try that drain into a tributary, plus industrial
wa te and the local rubbi h dump.

University of the Sourh Pacific, Suva. Vol. /: /5, 2001.

Solomon Islands
S AKES ALIVE! SHOP OWNERS IN Ho lARA were warned to be
on the lookout for thieves who turn up with a large snake and,
after frightening away the shopkeeper, help themselve to the
tore ' good . Two such incident happened in one week.

The Honolulu Advertiser, 28 January, 2002

EUGENE, OREGON HAS ITS
Tiki Bar, called
KoKoMo's Island Grill.
Their 3-1egged Monkey
drink comes in a coconut
mug, the Volcano comes
in a Hula Girl bowl, their
Kokomo Smoothie comes
in a clam hell. A giant
volcano i by the front
door and a four foot tiki
its out ide the door, while
everal maGi populate the

room. Rapanuiphile
Marilyn Garrett Steams
ent u thi photo. Review

er on the Tiki Bar web ite
gave the establi hment IY2 Tiki (out of a possible five). See at
http://home.eartWink.net/-tikibars/tiki/kokomo.html

RAPANUJ ISLANDER,
Lui Tepano Pont,
who now live in
California, wa tar
tled to find a maGi
replica in a local gar
den tore in Morro
Bay. Thi fairly large
and heavy cement
tatue ha a depre 

sion on the topknot
so it can double as a
birdbath. It was
manufactured in
Canada.

KAVA EXPORTERS IN Fm and Vanuatu called for medical trial
to determine if kava consumption is life threatening. Concern
were raised by German and Swiss authorities, claiming that
kava-ba ed products may be linked to liver problems. France
ha now joined Germany in u pending sale of kava-ba ed
products. Experts called by the Fiji Ministry of Agriculture
claimed that there i no evidence that yaqana drinking damage
the human liver. The kava pill that are sold over ea contain
the same amount of kava lactones as one cup of liquid kava and
Fijians and others in the Pacific i lands drink many cupfuls a
day without any ide effect . The ban would dramatically la h
export of kava from both Fiji and Vanuatu.

Pacific News Bulletin 17(1), 2002
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