
of a stone-looking polymer shell with a reinforced steel bar
skeleton. In the museum are computer inter-actives and lots of
video clips, ranging from the famous Timex "torture test" TV
commercials to Thor Heyerdahl's Oscar-winning 1947 docu
mentary Kon- Tiki. Timexpo also includes a resource center
(computer activities, books etc), and a gift store. Timexpo Mu
seum is located in the Brass Mill Commons Mall in Waterbury.

IN 1982, ON THE OCCASION OF THE WORLD SOCCER CHAMPI
ONSHIP, Anthony Pujador y Estany paired up Easter Island with
Olot, a Catalan city in Spain. On this occasion a Rapanui sculp
tor created a moai that was installed on "Easter Island Plaza"
near the Avenida de Chile. In September 2000, Olot was host to
a meeting of vulcanologists, and
one of the attendees was the I
mayor of Easter Island, Petero
Edmunds. He was invited by the
local authorities to pay homage to
the man who had paired up Olot
and Easter Island in 1982. Mayor
Edmunds suggested that the moai
be moved to a park for it was not
intended to be in traffic and sub
jected to the noise of cars. In May
2001, my wife Yvette and I ac
cepted the invitation from the par
ents of Tony Pujador to visit the
park where the statue is to be lo
cated. The authorities of the city of Olot confirmed that the
statue would be moved within the next few months to a tranquil
park in the city where the spirit of the moai can stand in peace.
The photo shows me with the statue and it is perhaps the last
time that readers of RNJ will see the statue in its current sur
roundings. We named the moai "Adam" because his maker for
got to sculpt him a navel! We hope that in the coming months
we can provide photos of the new setting for the moai in
Garoxa Park.

Franr;ois Dederen

WtlA.T'~ N£W IN Ttl£ 'PAl.IFIC.

PITCAIRN I LAND

PITCAIRN'S LONG ISOLATION is ending. Its population of 42,
which now has contact with the outside world only via a pass
ing ship, occasional mail, and one satellite telephone, voted to
allow a New Zealand construction consortium to tum it - along
with Oeno (one of the Pitcairn islands) - into tourist destina
tions. Two runways will be constructed, plus a 4-star hotel, and
two lodges. Pitcairn will have its own airline. Plans are for one
airport on Pitcairn and one on Oeno (Editor's note: see chapters
in Te Moana Nui for more on Pitcairn and Oeno).

Oeno, which is one of the world's last undisturbed coral
atolls, will have a 1200 meter long runway and a four-star hotel
with 30 beds. Two airplanes will connect it to Tahiti and New
Zealand. Tourists will be attracted by its pristine beaches and
lagoon, scuba diving, and opportunities to visit Henderson, a
UNESCO world heritage site and bird sanctuary. Pitcairn itself

will have a runway and two upscale guest lodges. The harbor at
Bounty Bay will. be changed to make it safer for landings and
there is to be a small fishery with a processing plant. Roads will
be improved, and sewage and water systems installed.

A referendum in March resulted in a vote favorable of the
plan: 22 adults voted yes; six voted no. Most Pitcairners worry
that their community will become nonviable unless there are
sufficient changes that will tend to keep up the population and
keep their young people on the island. Youngsters now go to
New Zealand around age 16, and few of them return. The
thinking is that the development plans and new opportunities
will bring them back to the island.

But environmentalists warn that development might dev
astate the plant and animal communities, as well as the pristine
lagoon on Oeno.

Anthony Browne. The Guardian Weekly. 164(15):23.

IN MARCH, PITCAIRNERS WERE ALERTED that an incoming ship,
the Queensland Star, on its way to New Zealand, had discov
ered a large swarm of killer bees on board. They had found
their way into a refrigeration unit on a container. Three Pitcairn
"Bee Exterminators" responded quickly and when the ship
reached New Zealand, all they found were piles of dead bees.
By coincidence, two weeks later James Driscoll arrived on con
tract from SPC Suva to check on the island's honey bee indus
try. While on Pitcairn, Driscoll completed a disease survey of
the honey bees, conducted classes, and assisted islanders with
their bee keeping. He also conducted a fruit fly survey.

Pitcairn Miscellany. Vol. 44(3) March 2001
TAHITI

JAIL SENTENCES IMPOSED on three men involved in the anti
nuclear riots in Pape'ete in 1995 have been upheld by a French
court of appeal. The court also upheld the previous sentences of
two former members of the A Tia I Mau (standing and forward)
union, who were also involved in the riots. The pro
independence political party vowed to continue the political
fight.

Pacific News Bulletin, Vol. 16(6), June 2001

THE AUSTRAL

SOLDIERS OF THE FRENCH ARMY engaged in a mock
"intervention exercise" in the Australs last May. This exercise
simulated army intervention and was intended to test the ability
of the French army to operate in rugged terrain. The operation
involved 550 soldiers, three navy vessels and 7 aircraft.

Pacific News Bulletin, Vol. 16(6), June 2001

COOK ISLA DS

THE COOK ISLANDS WILL NEVER be independent from New
Zealand, according to Deputy Prime Minister Norman George.
His comments were made during a visit to Rarotonga by New
Zealand Prime Minister Helen Clark. In response to talks of
sovereignty for the Cooks, New Zealand government officials
in Rarotonga have made New Zealand's position clear: declare
independence and lose citizenship rights. George said, "We are
very proud of our New Zealand citizenship and nobody wants
to part with that."

Pacific News Bulletin, Vol. 16(6), June 2001
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NA RU, KIRIBATI AND TO GA

THE PACIFIC ISLAND NATIONS OF NAURU, KIRIBATI AND
TONGA recently joined the United Nations. All three are in im
minent danger of disappearing due to climate change and the
rise of water levels. Protective reefs are dying, and storms are
becoming more frequent and serious. Some islands already have
been submerged, fresh water supplies infiltrated by salt water,
and crops destroyed. The Alliance of Small Island States
(AOSIS) joined for a special session at the UN to examine the
state of the world's smallest and most vulnerable nations. The
report noted that small islands are the "canaries in the coal
mines" when it comes to environmental issues. The canaries are
dying. But there is no where to run.

Pacific News Bulletin, Vol. 16(5) 2001
FIJI

SCIENTISTS STUDIED THE LOMAIVlTI AND KADAVU WATERS in
April and May and declared that coral reefs in Fiji were se
verely impacted by coral bleaching during the past year. Coral
reefs were not only affected by warming surface temperatures,
but also by EI Nino conditions. Reef degradation is also caused
by human activities such as over-fishing and destructive fishing
practices. Some sort of protection is needed for outer barrier
reefs, plus a broader approach to marine conservation including
temporary closures, reseeding areas, management plans and
long-term monitoring.

Oceanic Waves, 2001. V.3(1)

ANOTHER STUDY ON FIJI, revealed that some species of Fijian
bats could be facing extinction. Dr Jorge Palmeirim of the Uni
versity of Lisbon, Portugal, spent five months studying the bats
in Fiji. Six different species exist in the islands, but most are
declining due to human interventions, including feral cats and
deforestation. Of particular concern is the near-extinction of the
Fiji Monkey Face bat, the entire population of which exists only
on Fiji's Taveuni Island. Dr Palmeirim stated that survival of
the species is dependent upon preservation of the population on
that island.

University ofthe South Pacific. Suva. Vol. 1(1):2001.

RECENT RESEARCH BY TWO CHEMISTRY PROFESSORS at the Uni
versity of the South Pacific, Suva, has found that Kavalactones
(the active ingredient thought to be exclusive to the kava or
Yaqona plant), also has been found in ginger (Zingiberacae)
plant families. This was unexpected as these are two different
plant families. The significance is that there is now a second
source of Kavalactones, the relaxing effect of which has led to
the development of a range of anti-anxiety tables, now sold
around the world. The kava plant usually takes at least five
years to mature and is of considerable value to South Pacific
communities where it is a drink of historical and social signifi
cance. In comparison, ginger is a fast growing plant, easy to
cultivate.

University ofthe South Pacific. Suva. Vol. 1(3). 2001

OTHER USP SCIENTISTS ARE STUDYING the "wonder drug" noni.
The noni plant (morinda cirri/olia) grows extensively through
out the Pacific. In Samoa and Tonga, it is called nonu; in Raro
tonga it is nono.

Noni is either taken by itself or mixed with other natural
herbs. Researchers are not yet clear which of the ingredients in
noni juice are responsible for its medicinal properties because
so little research has been conducted on this fruit. Despite this,
noni juice is popular in the United States as a health drink and
as an alterative medicine for a wide range of ailments from dia
betes and high blood pressure to cancer. Patients with a variety
of ailments have shown improvement when prescribed noni
juice. The Cook Islands, Fiji, Tahiti, and Tonga are involved in
the commercial production of noni juice for export to Australia,
New Zealand, and the United States. In Australia, a liter costs
$80.

University ofthe South Pacific. Vol. 1(9). 2001

THE STUDY OF GLOBAL WARMI G at the University of the South
Pacific has been given a boost by the receipt of modem atmos
pheric gas measuring equipment. This equipment will allow for
measuring trace greenhouse gases, including carbon monoxide,
carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide and non-methane hydrocarbons.
These studies are part of a wider project involving observations
in New Zealand and Antarctica.

University ofthe Sollth Pacific. 1'01.1(11).2001

TUVALU
INTERNET CASH IS FLOWING into this tiny country located mid
way between Hawai'i and Australia. The people who live on
Tuvalu's 16 square miles of land have received nearly $20 mil
lion from the .tv Corporation, an Internet company based in Los
Angeles. Tuvalu is expected to receive at least $4 million a year
(Yo its gross domestic product) for 12 years. In exchange, the .tv
Corporation gains Tuvalu's .tv Internet domain. Every nation
has its country code domain extension (the US has .us; Chile
has .cl, etc.). Tuvalu's is .tv, a desired domain that has been
used to sell more than 200,000 internet addresses. This boon to
the economy is offset by the fact that Tuvalu is only 15 feet
above sea level, and the waters are rising.

NY Times, 16 July 2001

TO RIS 1 A D SMALL I LA DS

TOURISM lONE OF THE FASTEST GROWING INDUSTRIES. In
1950, 2.5 million people traveled abroad; in 1999, it was 670
million. By 2020, it is estimated that some 1.6 billion people
will travel each year. According to Esther Addley in the Guard
ian Weekly, water is the main concern. Aquifers and springs are
being drained faster than they can be replenished and some are
being polluted. Although the author cites islands such as Ibiza
and Barbados, the problem also applies to Pacific islands. Tour
ists demand swimming pools, showers, and golf courses: how
ever one 18-hole golf course in dry country can consume as
much water as a town of 10,000 inhabitants. The United Na
tions Food and Agriculture Organization estimates that in 55
days, 100 tourists use enough water to grow rice to feed 100
villages for IS years. Attitudes are changing in some places
where tourist destinations now impose a "head tax" to help ad
dress environmental problems. [This is in effect for the Galapa
gos, but with mixed results. The money collected tends to disap
pear rather than to be applied directly to tourist impacts.]

The Guardian Weekly for May 31-June 6, 200 I: 22.
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MOR ROA ATOLL, FRE CH POLYNESIA
THE PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM SECRETARIAT will seek an expla
nation from France over reports that the Momroa nuclear test
sile is deteriorating at that point where the nuclear tests weak
ened the atoll formation. Some of the Green Party MPs in Paris
have been lobbying to have the site declared a nuclear installa
tion so it would come under French law covering the monitor
ing of radioactive wastes. There are some five kilos of pluto
nium dispersed in the sediments of Moruroa lagoon.

Pacific News Bulletin, Vol. /6(4) 200/
HAWAI'I
OAHU' MAKUA VALLEY, said to be a sacred place as the
mythic birthplace of the Hawaiian people, is the locale where
the US Army plans to resume combat training. This valley pre
viously was used by troops in training for the firing of rifles,
mortars, and howitzers. However, past army exercises started
wildfires and affected endangered species. The issue has upset
locals, who claim that the valley floor is full of archaeological
ruins, including temples.

HAWAI'I ISLAND PROJECT. In May, Dr Peter Mills and several
of his students at the University of Hawai'i at Hilo began sur
face mapping the coastal terrace of Laupahoehoe Nui, a remote
ahupua 'a (ancient land division) in the Hamakua district. In
addition to documenting extensive wetland agricultural terraces,
domestic sites and coastal trail systems, the team also identified
portions of an early nineteenth century village buried in an 1822
rockslide (originally recorded by the Rev. William Ellis in
1823). In June and July, Mills ran an archaeological field school
at Keanakolu near the 6,000 ft. elevation mark in the North Hilo
District on the slopes of Mauna Kea. The largely undisturbed
cave complex was mapped (replete with dozens of intact
hearths), and an early historical house and cistern were located
nearby, believed to be the home of an early bullock hunter (Ned
Gurney), who gained notoriety in the 1830s when he was held
suspect in the death of a famous botanist, David Douglass.

WEATHER ON EASTER ISLAND THIS LA T WINTER was amazing.
Not only heavy rains, thunder and lightning, and high winds,
but HAIL the size of large marbles pelted the island. This was
only the second time in 24 years that hail was recorded.

THE DIRECTOR OF THE ISLAND HOSPITAL, Cristian Perez Nuftez
reported that an increase in the mortality rate on the island has
alarmed the population. He noted that until 1999 the mortality
rate was lower than the rates indicated for other regions of
Chile. But he insisted that there was no need for alarm because,
although higher than last year, the rate was typical for that on
the continent where the mortality rate is currently 7 for every
thousand inhabitants. Considering that the island has a popula
tion of 3500-4000, between 25 and 28 deaths per year are to be
expected. The deceased have been diagnosed with meningitis,
terminal cancers, advanced age, etc. The Hanga Roa hospital
has 18 beds and 3 doctors, 3 nurses and matrons [midwives],
plus lab technicians, a veterinarian and "others".

£1 Mercurio de Valparaiso, 2./ July 2000

AT THE END OF APRIL, AN ITEM APPEARED in £1 Mercurio de
Valparaiso, tou~ing a new airline that will bring more tourists to
Easter Island. This airline, calling itself "Hamburg Rapa Nui"
claimed that it would begin flights carrying 220 passengers in
August of this year (by the end of August, the dates were
pushed ahead to January). Joaquin Hannig, president of the air
company that is said to be associated with a "prestigious Ger
man company' , Hamburg International, conflJ1Tled that the pro
ject will answer not only the "expectations of the development
of global tourism...but also will favor the islanders by carrying
cargo from Santiago." The planes were said to be Boeing 757
200s with 250 seats, experienced crews, and with the symbol of
a moai on the tail of the plane. The planes will have their own
hangar on the island. The projected plans have the cooperation
of the government and the mayor's office on Rapa Nui.

Representatives of the company came to the island to con
vince the Rapanui that they need this airline, and stated that
they will bring flights from Mexico and the Caribbean. It was
explained that the Rapanui may buy shares up to 20% of the
business. However, when queried as to their assets, it came out
that the planes are leased and the company is looking for ven
ture capital. Most of these details went over the heads of the
local islanders attending the meetings, who thought only of get
ting rich and having more tourists. A few voiced their concerns
about the impact of more tourists, how to prevent damage to the
sites what will be the ecological impacts, etc. Other questions
concerned the legal consequences, if this would involve money
laundering, tax evasion, etc. Our current correspondent on Rapa
Nui, Grant McCall, said 'not to worry', their home office is in
Havana, and that should tell us something!

Rapanui islander, Alberto Hotus, stated on local TV that
islanders have to buy shares in the amount of US$I 00 in order
to have their "own" airplanes. As of press time, 400 islanders
took the bait and subscribed in an office installed to sell the
shares. On August 19th

, local TV carried another presentation
about the airline. The airline will change its name from Ham
burg Chile to Hamburg Pacific, but flights coming to Easter Is
land would be called "Hamburg Rapa Nui". The Santiago to
Rapa Nui leg is to begin in January 2002, and a new route from
Miami-Quito-Rapa Nui will begin in April 2002. Humbug Air
lines?

IN THE JULY 8TH AND 9TH ISSUES of £1 Mercurio de Val
paraiso, the intendente of the Quinta Region announced that
some US$ 2.65 million will be spent for projects on Easter Is
land. The most important is the money for the new school (US$
1.64 million) to be constructed on the site of the old leper sta
tion. It will accommodate grades 7 through 12. Twelve class
rooms are planned, plus labs, swimming pool and Yes! even a
library. Work starts this year and is supposed to be done by the
end of next year. In September water sources will be explored, a
tank installed, and the road to the site will be upgraded.

ROAD PAVING: the intendente announced that there is money
(US$844,000) for the paving of 25 kilometers of roads, 18 km
of which is "along the coast" (which one not indicated). There
is to be a new firehouse (US$ 176,000), funding of a program of
"local culture" (US$ 51,000) and, fmally, US$ 154,000 for
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