
collect our baggage and hasten down to the shore. The whole
population of Easter Island seemed to have collected to watch
our departure, and we found that most of the men intended to
pay a visit to the ship for the purpose of selling the curious
carved wooden figures they produce in extraordinary numbers.

We took off with us a consignment of twenty sheep and a
pig, a very welcome addition to our stores, and a quantity of
greenstuff and vegetables. So heavily was the island boat laden
on which we at first proposed to embark, that a rock on which
she was lying pierced her bottom, and we were compelled to
wait for our ship's boats to come and fetch us off.

In the course of the afternoon all were got safely on board,
and as darkness came upon us we steamed slowing out of the
bay and were off on our homeward journey northward over the
wide Pacific.

Our thanks to Thomas Christopher for supplying this gem

WMF Mission to Easter Island

A t the request of the Consejo de Monumentos Nacionales
from Chile and the Rapa Nui National Park (RNNP) on

Easter Island, World Monuments Fund in collaboration with a
grant from American Express, sponsored a mission to develop a
monitoring system at the Ceremonial Center of Mata Ngarau in
the archaeological site of 'Orongo, on Easter Island. The mis
sion was carried out in collaboration with the National Park Ser
vice, through an agreement this institution has with the Chilean
counterpart, CONAF. Blaine Cliver and Raul Vazquez, NPS,
and Michael Schuller, Atkinson-Noland Associates, were in
charge of the installation and surveying of reference points for
the necessary monitoring measurements. The Mata Ngarau
Ceremonial Center is located on the edge of the Rano Kau vol
cano, 300 m above sea level. The site was devoted to the bird
man cult and was only used in spring (during the month of Sep
tember) while sea birds returned to nest on the three islets oppo
site this southwest tip of Easter Island. There are over 1,700
petroglyphs carved on the boulders of this site, some of which
are perilously perched above the steep cliff. Concern about the
possible movement of these boulders as the cliff slope erodes
with time, prompted this mission. For monitoring purposes,
minute pins were installed on the petroglyph-covered boulders
to serve as measurement points in conjunction with benchmarks
installed in the ground and on neighboring rock ledges. Meas
urements were taken with a laser distance-measuring theodolite
as well as with a measuring tape, since this latter method will be
used by the rangers of the RNNP to monitor the boulders regu
larly, i.e., twice a year, to detect any significant movement. If
no movement is detected within three years, theodolite measure
ments should be re-taken at the site. In addition to measuring
the stone positions, photographs taken by Dr. William Mulloy
of the Mata Ngarau site in 1974 were replicated as closely as
possible, to determine visually if there was any indication of
movement over the past 27 years.

The mission also included, under the supervision of Dr A.
Elena Charola and with the assistance of Antoinette Padgett, the
training of park rangers in the measurement of carving depth of
petroglyphs through the use of a profiling gauge. Although this
low-tech approach is slow and labor intensive it can be easily

Measuring the petroglyph boulders at Mala Ngarau. Photograph by A.
Elena Charola.

carried out by the rangers, and may prove useful in obtaining a
more quantitative assessment of the deterioration rate of this
rock art.

Finally, a three-day seminar on "Conservation of the Rapa
Nui Archaeological Heritage" was carried out at the Museo An
tropol6gico Padre Sebastian Englert (MAPSE). The seminar,
addressed specifically to park rangers and tour guides, was co
organized with the RNNP and the Museum. An average of
thirty participants attended these lectures each evening. Lectur
ers and topics included Marcos Rauch, Head of the RNNP, on
site management issues; Francisco Torres, Head of MAPSE, on
management and care of archaeological collections; Raul
Vazquez, on the principles of the monitoring system installed at
'Orongo; Antoinette Padgett, on conservation problems of rock
art and management of these sites; and, A. Elena Charola, on
conservation issues of the archaeological heritage, i.e., monu
mental statues and petroglyphs, in light of the ethics and theory
of conservation.

A. Elena Charola, Ph.D.
Consultant, WMF Easter Island Program

US/ICOMOS National Chair of the Brick Masonry,
Specialty Committee

3618 Hamilton Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104
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ARRIVING IN A DEAD HEAT, we received two notices about cast
resin moai, to be used in your own gardens as " ... a sacred space
for contemplation, whether in a quiet comer or as a centerpiece
in a spectacular planting." Betsy Hamel sent us pages from a
catalog at the same time as we got notice from Bill Liller in
Chile (via email). Thanks guys. These headslbusts of scowling
moai are two feet high and cost $98.95 each. The ad states that
they are replicas [sic] of originals dating from "380 A.D." The
description: "Replicate the mystical presence of Easter Island in
your own garden! Assumed to be depictions of deceased chiefs,
heroes or gods, the giant statues on Easter Island are some of
the world's most intriguing, mysterious and photographed ar
cheological artifacts."
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The resin casting is finished to look like rough chiseled
stone, but the sharply protruding brow ridges more resemble the
visor on a baseball cap. See at: www.DesignToscano.com

COCKTAIL SWIZZLESTICKS with little navy-blue moai heads on
them arrived at our door, thanks to Barbara and Marks Hinton.
Information for the plastic stirrers, offered by Accoutrements,
"Outfitters for Popular Culture' (Made in China), can be found
at www.accoutrements.com. Another color might well have
been considered by the manufacturer, although navy beats or
ange, turquoise and lime green (see below).

URBAN OUTFllTERS , Oregon, has sets oftacky tiki glasses (one
of which resembles a moai) for just $12. Thanks to Dawn
Wright of Corvallis who reported them. Get 'em while they're
hot at: urbn.com

A FULL-PAGE SPREAD FROM the Boston Globe (July I, 200 I)
has a drawing of the seven statues at Akivi to illustrate a page of
letters/complaints about health care options in the US. The moai
are shown wearing typical medical reflectors on their heads.
Presumably the statues refer to either hardhearted doctors or the
type of medical care one can expect from a statue. Thanks to
Kathy Cleghorn for this item.

A MOAI INCENSE BURNER
in a bright turquoise color
was sent in by Jenny Gard
ham of San Diego. The
smoke curls and snakes out
of the ears, mouth and slitty
eyes. The box it comes in
has pictures of moai from
Rano Raraku and other sites
on the island - only the stat
ues are colored bright or
ange, turquoise and (yuck)
lime green.

A SIGN THAT STANDS IN

FRONT of the Tiki Motel in
Tucson, Arizona, shows a
Nixon-like moai head with
liver-lips and an odd protru
sion coming from it. Local
lore indicates the rooms rent
'by the hour'. How far our
beloved statues have fallen!

®

Thanks to Hilary Scothorn
who sent in the photo.

MIGUEL TORRES.

SANTADIGNA
Chardonnay Reservado - Barrel Fermenred

1998 ,
CURICO
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THE PRIZE FOR FINDING FAR-FLUNG IMAGES of moai has to go
this time to long-time Rapanuiphile Peter Korning, who spotted
a bottle of Chilean wine with moai on the label. .. in a bar in Ha
noi, Vietnam (of all places). Peter wrote: "While dining at the
French Press Club, I spotted a wine bottle with our beloved
moai on it. The label contains a drawing of several statues
standing on the quarry slopes. Feeling a bit homesick, I immedi
ately purchased a bottle. It turns out to be from a Chilean vine
yard, Miguel Torres "Maquehau," and is a very decent chardon
nay. According to the producer, the wine has a nose consisting
of apple, hazelnut, toasted bread and vanilla while the palate is
described a 'meaty and dense.' Who knows? Maybe in time this
will become a collector's item to rival the notorious moai Pisco
bottle."

WATERBURY, CT - Timex Corporation has announced the
opening of its new museum, Timexpo, in Waterbury CT, just
off route 184 at the Brass Mill Center Mall. Housed in a late 19th

century building and spread over three floors, this unique mu
seum traces the history of Timex and its predecessors dating
back to the 1850s. A winding Time Tunnel takes you back in
time to an archaeology exhibit based on the theories of Thor
Heyerdahl, looking at possible ancient voyages. There is an ex
hibit on the mound cultures of North America. Since the mys
teries of Easter Island are one of the exhibit topics, a 40-foot
high replica of an Easter Island statue stands guard outside the
building, visible from the highway. The museum's replica is not
made of heavy stone like the originals, but rather is constructed
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of a stone-looking polymer shell with a reinforced steel bar
skeleton. In the museum are computer inter-actives and lots of
video clips, ranging from the famous Timex "torture test" TV
commercials to Thor Heyerdahl's Oscar-winning 1947 docu
mentary Kon- Tiki. Timexpo also includes a resource center
(computer activities, books etc), and a gift store. Timexpo Mu
seum is located in the Brass Mill Commons Mall in Waterbury.

IN 1982, ON THE OCCASION OF THE WORLD SOCCER CHAMPI
ONSHIP, Anthony Pujador y Estany paired up Easter Island with
Olot, a Catalan city in Spain. On this occasion a Rapanui sculp
tor created a moai that was installed on "Easter Island Plaza"
near the Avenida de Chile. In September 2000, Olot was host to
a meeting of vulcanologists, and
one of the attendees was the I
mayor of Easter Island, Petero
Edmunds. He was invited by the
local authorities to pay homage to
the man who had paired up Olot
and Easter Island in 1982. Mayor
Edmunds suggested that the moai
be moved to a park for it was not
intended to be in traffic and sub
jected to the noise of cars. In May
2001, my wife Yvette and I ac
cepted the invitation from the par
ents of Tony Pujador to visit the
park where the statue is to be lo
cated. The authorities of the city of Olot confirmed that the
statue would be moved within the next few months to a tranquil
park in the city where the spirit of the moai can stand in peace.
The photo shows me with the statue and it is perhaps the last
time that readers of RNJ will see the statue in its current sur
roundings. We named the moai "Adam" because his maker for
got to sculpt him a navel! We hope that in the coming months
we can provide photos of the new setting for the moai in
Garoxa Park.

Franr;ois Dederen
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PITCAIRN I LAND

PITCAIRN'S LONG ISOLATION is ending. Its population of 42,
which now has contact with the outside world only via a pass
ing ship, occasional mail, and one satellite telephone, voted to
allow a New Zealand construction consortium to tum it - along
with Oeno (one of the Pitcairn islands) - into tourist destina
tions. Two runways will be constructed, plus a 4-star hotel, and
two lodges. Pitcairn will have its own airline. Plans are for one
airport on Pitcairn and one on Oeno (Editor's note: see chapters
in Te Moana Nui for more on Pitcairn and Oeno).

Oeno, which is one of the world's last undisturbed coral
atolls, will have a 1200 meter long runway and a four-star hotel
with 30 beds. Two airplanes will connect it to Tahiti and New
Zealand. Tourists will be attracted by its pristine beaches and
lagoon, scuba diving, and opportunities to visit Henderson, a
UNESCO world heritage site and bird sanctuary. Pitcairn itself

will have a runway and two upscale guest lodges. The harbor at
Bounty Bay will. be changed to make it safer for landings and
there is to be a small fishery with a processing plant. Roads will
be improved, and sewage and water systems installed.

A referendum in March resulted in a vote favorable of the
plan: 22 adults voted yes; six voted no. Most Pitcairners worry
that their community will become nonviable unless there are
sufficient changes that will tend to keep up the population and
keep their young people on the island. Youngsters now go to
New Zealand around age 16, and few of them return. The
thinking is that the development plans and new opportunities
will bring them back to the island.

But environmentalists warn that development might dev
astate the plant and animal communities, as well as the pristine
lagoon on Oeno.

Anthony Browne. The Guardian Weekly. 164(15):23.

IN MARCH, PITCAIRNERS WERE ALERTED that an incoming ship,
the Queensland Star, on its way to New Zealand, had discov
ered a large swarm of killer bees on board. They had found
their way into a refrigeration unit on a container. Three Pitcairn
"Bee Exterminators" responded quickly and when the ship
reached New Zealand, all they found were piles of dead bees.
By coincidence, two weeks later James Driscoll arrived on con
tract from SPC Suva to check on the island's honey bee indus
try. While on Pitcairn, Driscoll completed a disease survey of
the honey bees, conducted classes, and assisted islanders with
their bee keeping. He also conducted a fruit fly survey.

Pitcairn Miscellany. Vol. 44(3) March 2001
TAHITI

JAIL SENTENCES IMPOSED on three men involved in the anti
nuclear riots in Pape'ete in 1995 have been upheld by a French
court of appeal. The court also upheld the previous sentences of
two former members of the A Tia I Mau (standing and forward)
union, who were also involved in the riots. The pro
independence political party vowed to continue the political
fight.

Pacific News Bulletin, Vol. 16(6), June 2001

THE AUSTRAL

SOLDIERS OF THE FRENCH ARMY engaged in a mock
"intervention exercise" in the Australs last May. This exercise
simulated army intervention and was intended to test the ability
of the French army to operate in rugged terrain. The operation
involved 550 soldiers, three navy vessels and 7 aircraft.

Pacific News Bulletin, Vol. 16(6), June 2001

COOK ISLA DS

THE COOK ISLANDS WILL NEVER be independent from New
Zealand, according to Deputy Prime Minister Norman George.
His comments were made during a visit to Rarotonga by New
Zealand Prime Minister Helen Clark. In response to talks of
sovereignty for the Cooks, New Zealand government officials
in Rarotonga have made New Zealand's position clear: declare
independence and lose citizenship rights. George said, "We are
very proud of our New Zealand citizenship and nobody wants
to part with that."

Pacific News Bulletin, Vol. 16(6), June 2001
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