
MOR ROA ATOLL, FRE CH POLYNESIA
THE PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM SECRETARIAT will seek an expla
nation from France over reports that the Momroa nuclear test
sile is deteriorating at that point where the nuclear tests weak
ened the atoll formation. Some of the Green Party MPs in Paris
have been lobbying to have the site declared a nuclear installa
tion so it would come under French law covering the monitor
ing of radioactive wastes. There are some five kilos of pluto
nium dispersed in the sediments of Moruroa lagoon.

Pacific News Bulletin, Vol. /6(4) 200/
HAWAI'I
OAHU' MAKUA VALLEY, said to be a sacred place as the
mythic birthplace of the Hawaiian people, is the locale where
the US Army plans to resume combat training. This valley pre
viously was used by troops in training for the firing of rifles,
mortars, and howitzers. However, past army exercises started
wildfires and affected endangered species. The issue has upset
locals, who claim that the valley floor is full of archaeological
ruins, including temples.

HAWAI'I ISLAND PROJECT. In May, Dr Peter Mills and several
of his students at the University of Hawai'i at Hilo began sur
face mapping the coastal terrace of Laupahoehoe Nui, a remote
ahupua 'a (ancient land division) in the Hamakua district. In
addition to documenting extensive wetland agricultural terraces,
domestic sites and coastal trail systems, the team also identified
portions of an early nineteenth century village buried in an 1822
rockslide (originally recorded by the Rev. William Ellis in
1823). In June and July, Mills ran an archaeological field school
at Keanakolu near the 6,000 ft. elevation mark in the North Hilo
District on the slopes of Mauna Kea. The largely undisturbed
cave complex was mapped (replete with dozens of intact
hearths), and an early historical house and cistern were located
nearby, believed to be the home of an early bullock hunter (Ned
Gurney), who gained notoriety in the 1830s when he was held
suspect in the death of a famous botanist, David Douglass.

WEATHER ON EASTER ISLAND THIS LA T WINTER was amazing.
Not only heavy rains, thunder and lightning, and high winds,
but HAIL the size of large marbles pelted the island. This was
only the second time in 24 years that hail was recorded.

THE DIRECTOR OF THE ISLAND HOSPITAL, Cristian Perez Nuftez
reported that an increase in the mortality rate on the island has
alarmed the population. He noted that until 1999 the mortality
rate was lower than the rates indicated for other regions of
Chile. But he insisted that there was no need for alarm because,
although higher than last year, the rate was typical for that on
the continent where the mortality rate is currently 7 for every
thousand inhabitants. Considering that the island has a popula
tion of 3500-4000, between 25 and 28 deaths per year are to be
expected. The deceased have been diagnosed with meningitis,
terminal cancers, advanced age, etc. The Hanga Roa hospital
has 18 beds and 3 doctors, 3 nurses and matrons [midwives],
plus lab technicians, a veterinarian and "others".

£1 Mercurio de Valparaiso, 2./ July 2000

AT THE END OF APRIL, AN ITEM APPEARED in £1 Mercurio de
Valparaiso, tou~ing a new airline that will bring more tourists to
Easter Island. This airline, calling itself "Hamburg Rapa Nui"
claimed that it would begin flights carrying 220 passengers in
August of this year (by the end of August, the dates were
pushed ahead to January). Joaquin Hannig, president of the air
company that is said to be associated with a "prestigious Ger
man company' , Hamburg International, conflJ1Tled that the pro
ject will answer not only the "expectations of the development
of global tourism...but also will favor the islanders by carrying
cargo from Santiago." The planes were said to be Boeing 757
200s with 250 seats, experienced crews, and with the symbol of
a moai on the tail of the plane. The planes will have their own
hangar on the island. The projected plans have the cooperation
of the government and the mayor's office on Rapa Nui.

Representatives of the company came to the island to con
vince the Rapanui that they need this airline, and stated that
they will bring flights from Mexico and the Caribbean. It was
explained that the Rapanui may buy shares up to 20% of the
business. However, when queried as to their assets, it came out
that the planes are leased and the company is looking for ven
ture capital. Most of these details went over the heads of the
local islanders attending the meetings, who thought only of get
ting rich and having more tourists. A few voiced their concerns
about the impact of more tourists, how to prevent damage to the
sites what will be the ecological impacts, etc. Other questions
concerned the legal consequences, if this would involve money
laundering, tax evasion, etc. Our current correspondent on Rapa
Nui, Grant McCall, said 'not to worry', their home office is in
Havana, and that should tell us something!

Rapanui islander, Alberto Hotus, stated on local TV that
islanders have to buy shares in the amount of US$I 00 in order
to have their "own" airplanes. As of press time, 400 islanders
took the bait and subscribed in an office installed to sell the
shares. On August 19th

, local TV carried another presentation
about the airline. The airline will change its name from Ham
burg Chile to Hamburg Pacific, but flights coming to Easter Is
land would be called "Hamburg Rapa Nui". The Santiago to
Rapa Nui leg is to begin in January 2002, and a new route from
Miami-Quito-Rapa Nui will begin in April 2002. Humbug Air
lines?

IN THE JULY 8TH AND 9TH ISSUES of £1 Mercurio de Val
paraiso, the intendente of the Quinta Region announced that
some US$ 2.65 million will be spent for projects on Easter Is
land. The most important is the money for the new school (US$
1.64 million) to be constructed on the site of the old leper sta
tion. It will accommodate grades 7 through 12. Twelve class
rooms are planned, plus labs, swimming pool and Yes! even a
library. Work starts this year and is supposed to be done by the
end of next year. In September water sources will be explored, a
tank installed, and the road to the site will be upgraded.

ROAD PAVING: the intendente announced that there is money
(US$844,000) for the paving of 25 kilometers of roads, 18 km
of which is "along the coast" (which one not indicated). There
is to be a new firehouse (US$ 176,000), funding of a program of
"local culture" (US$ 51,000) and, fmally, US$ 154,000 for
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heavy machinery. And the intendente promised to renew studies
for construction of a pier "that would serve both fishermen and
medium-sized ships."

PAVING AND REPAIR OF THE MAIN ROADS in town continues,
despite the lack of formal support from the mainland. Currently,
the road to the Hangaroa Hotel (Avenida Pont) as well as the
road to the Museum (Atamu Tekena) are being paved.

FOR SOME TIME NOW, MANY ISLANDERS and visitors have been
concerned about small shacks and houses that have been spring
ing up around the island, many directly on archaeological sites
and within the boundaries of the National Park. These are lo
cally known as paepae, "little houses" without electricity or
plumbing. One is built directly ON an ahu platform, near Tahai,
and another was built in clear view of Tongariki's great ahu
(see RNJ 14(4):125). The island government and the Consejo de
Desarollo has moved to eliminate those .built on the property of
others. The Governor, Don Enrique Pakarati, pointed out at
meetings that have been held since last November that houses
built close to Vaihu had to be removed. Finally, bulldozers
rolled over them and left only rubble. In response to protests,
the Governor pointed out that building on land belonging to oth
ers and without authorization was an act of violence, violating
the law. Finally the Consejo de Desarollo decided to take ac
tion. More illegal paepae will be destroyed. Our congratulations
to Governor Pakarati for his courage in the face of what is
surely a controversial local issue.

HEADLINES IN £L MERCURIO de Valparaiso for August 12th
,

read: "SOS from Isla de Pascua', and, " Severe Deterioration of
the Patrimony of Humanity". The article (byline, Margarita Pe
cora B.) claims that the Government has been diverting prom
ised funds, there has been damage to the archaeological sites,
and claims are made that the ceremonial altars are not protected.
This situation includes the diverting of budgeted funds and the
lack of a policy for managing the conservation of archaeological
sites. The article states that, in spite of the efforts realized by
archaeologists and the assistance of individuals and institutions
to maintain the monuments, the heritage is deteriorating.
UNESCO declared the island as a Patrimony of Humanity, but
more and more often one sees horses grazing on the ceremonial
platforms (ahu) ...or cows scratching themselves against the
stone giants. Tourists walk without taking care, not knowing
that underneath there might be images on a valuable petroglyph.
Petroglyphs are also submitted to re-marking using sharp instru
ments, chalk and other things in order to improve the photos. In
another instance, a "smile' was scratched onto the face of the
moai located behind Vinapu. And human bones have been taken
from caves and semipyramidal ahu. In the market one can buy
original stone and obsidian tools and weapons, and taxi drivers
have been spotted giving tourists original artifacts in order to
earn some extra money. Tourists trample on boat house founda
tions. None of the 25,000 archaeological sites have ropes or
fences or any demarcation or barrier to impede access. There
are only four sites that have park guards, and they are only there
for limited hours. People still lament the destruction of stone
houses when the airport runway and later the east coast shore

road were built. And of course there are frequent rains and
coastal winds that accelerate the damage.

UNESCO itself has voiced concern over the deterioration
of Rapa Nui's heritage. The head of the Administration of
UNESCO for Latin America, Vicente Vidal, admitted that he
was worried: "Because I have visited these sites and observed
with my own eyes what is happening and have talked with the
Island's mayor. It really is lamentable." UNESCO has tried
many times to find a harmonic solution and the money to pre
serve the island's monuments. Mayor Petero Edmunds stated
that, if given the money, the islanders would do the conserving
themselves because they want to save their patrimony. The
Chilean government administers the money, but the islanders
believe the money should be spent where needed and not spent
on archaeological investigations by some university. Islanders
still lament the destruction of stone houses when the airport run
way was built. More than five years ago, the Consejo de Monu
ments Nacionales argued that there should be a permanent effort
to protect the sites.

TOURISM THIS YEAR IS NOT EXACTLY BOOMING, but keeping up.
LanChile offered cheap promotions from Chile, but these cus
tomers go to the Hotel Hangaroa for the most part, thus the
money goes off-island, rather than to the Rapanui hotel owners.
So while there has been more tourists than usual, there is less
money.

AN OUTBREAK OF DENGUE FEVER on Easter Island has been re
ported on Chilean TV. Efforts to eradicate the mosquito that
carries this vector have been on-going for some time. The of
fending mosquito arrived from Tahiti a few years ago.

MEDICAL AIRLIFT SUSPENSION AND RESUMPTION. £1 Mercurio
de Valparaiso (June 6, 2001) noted that, due to unkind remarks
made by Mayor Petero Edmunds, FACh (Fuerza Aerea de
Chile) suspended a planned medical operation that would have
brought specialists to treat island residents. FACh was stung by
comments made by Mayor Edmunds who claimed that the
flights were carrying persons with criminal records. A spokes
man for FACh claimed that such accusations were unjust, and
suspended the planned medical venture in a snit. The spokes
man stated that when there is space on a plane, it is the govern
ment that makes the decision as to whom can fill it.

The director of the island hospital, Cristiim Perez Nunez,
reported that the suspension did not put the health of the popula
tion at risk, but it did indeed produce "dissatisfaction". He ex
plained that that the expected trip generated over-expectations
in the population, and now they were frustrated because no offi
cial explanation was given for the suspension of the aid that
FACh offers every May.

The Consejo de Ancianos #2 consequently met with the
FACh commander-in-chief, Patricio Rios, but no plans were
made for the future because it requires time to get together the
90 medical personnel who participate.

The island Governor, Enrique Pakarati, said that children
and old people were anxiously waiting the arrival of the FACh
medical mission and noted that some 500 persons would not
receive the planned specialized medical attention. He went on to
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say that the mayor's opinion was not that of the islanders, and
that FACh had always been irreproachable: in fact, last April 2
he had written to the head of the FACh's Department of Com
munications to thank them for their social work and for carrying
Rapanui students to and from the island. And he wrote the Min
ister of the Interior and the Minister of Health asking them to
intercede in the conflict.

Governor Pakarati said that islanders were awaiting the
attention of orthodontists, gynecologists, and other specialists.
The hospital director said that they were never officially in
formed of the cancellation.

On July 22 it was announced that the crisis had been
averted, and the air force medical operation began on Rapa Nui.
A total of 85 hospital professionals arrived to provide medical
attention. Governor Pakarati, said "the community had awaited
anxiously" and the chief of the Air Force communications,
Colonel Hugo Tilly, added that they brought the medical team
"with pleasure". During the week-long visit to the island, the
professionals attended to a large number of island patients in 14
medical specialties including surgery for adults and children,
opthmology, gynecology, preventive medical kinesiotherapy,
and dentistry. They brought with them modem technology such
as laparoscopes and endoscopes to use in different surgical pro
cedures, opthmology equipment and bone densitometry, a tech
nology that still is not available in many parts of the continent.
Surgery was scheduled for patients with problems with the di
gestive system, urology, gynecology, dental and others.

£1 Mercurio de Valparaiso. July 22. 2001

EFFORTS WILL BE MADE TO TRY AND RECOVER A SUNKE MOAI
that lies in the bay off Hangaroa. Michel Garcia, a scuba special
ist who has lived on Rapa Nui for 23 years and who runs a div
ing center, "Orca", will be working in conjunction with the
Oxxean company from Puerto Montt, which has the equipment
to raise this object.

The moai fell into the sea in April 1957 while being loaded
aboard the navel cargo ship, Pinto. It lies 300 meters down, off
the bay at Hanga Piko.

Garcia noted that he has the ship's logbook and has talked
with various witnesses and studied the existing documents about
the statue's loss. He has also recorded some ten ships, or frag
ments of ships, on the ocean bottom around Easter Island. One is
the Apolline Emilie that sunk in 1896, some 100 meters from the
coast off Hangaroa. Most of the ships were of wood, thus strong
currents have carried off most of the evidence. The ship Falcon
sunk in 15 meters of water around the end of the 19th century
and four huge anchors, bronze bells, and kitchen utensils have
been found.

£1 Mercurio de Valparaiso. 26 August,2001.

REPORT FRO 1 THE FIELD

I JULY, CHARLIE LOVE and his crew were well into excavation
and investigation of the ancient moai roadways. They were as
sisted with linguistic as well as direct help from a Rapanui who
began work for the Vaitea farm in the early 1940s. What the ex
cavations have revealed, perhaps new to the archaeological re
cord, are the following:

I. Several root molds of large trees, with roots 15 to 20 cm

in diameter were uncovered. The roots twist and radiate out from
a central point, and their sizes are suggestive of trunks 30 to 50
cm in diameter.

2. Polynesian? rodent holes - small holes about 2 to 4 cm
in diameter have been found, along with parts of two rat skulls
in them, plus one within a root mold.

3. The roadbeds seem half-worn into the ground surface,
and only in places appear to be cut into the bedrock. The fill sec
tions are a complete mix. While one cannot see deliberate fill
debris, the surfaces are definitely higher than the surrounding
topography. A deep trench (2 m deep) was cut across a 12 m
transect and it will provide a true cross section of the road.

4. Love has walked out most of the roads as they are
known, mapped them, and found a great many different aspects
to them. Some of them are extremely hard to trace. The crew
completed an instrument survey before the end of the field sea
son. The inland road is indeed split into two as shown
in Routledge's map, but she apparently did not know why. On
the divided side of the split, two statues are headed towards dif
ferent ahu. These are not on the main road. A Rapanui who
worked the Vaitea farm since the early 40s said the odd road
heading north was one of the old cross-island travel roads, im
plying that it was not necessarily a moai road. The moai road
going north from the split cannot be traced beyond Vaitea, and
there are some curious circumstances surrounding its location.

EDUCATION ON RAPA NUl HAS COME TO ATTENTION with the
plans for a new high school being displayed in Hangaroa. The
current island school, Liceo Lorenzo Baeza Vega, (named for a
teacher who drowned in 1955 while trying to save some chil
dren, see RNJ 5( I):8-9) is seriously stressed by the lack of space
and large number of students. The school now houses all grades
from kindergarten through high school. Located at the down
town corner ofTe Pito te Henua and Atamu Tekena, it is right in
the center of the village. When the new high school is completed
(to be built north of the village, at the site of the old leper sana
torium), the village school will have a much better ratio of chil
dren to available classroom and playground space.

As for the new school to be built north of town, a represen
tative of the Chilean education ministry announced that school
construction will begin in September. UNESCO is planning an
"aldea educativa", which includes the new school, but also
much more: it is a kind of "universal university" where people
from all over the world can come to study, and where not only
children are integrated, but the koros and nuas can also teach
their grandchildren the old ways. Plans include an egg-shaped
amphitheater, plus meeting places.

THE PROBLEM OF LA GUAGE EXTINCTION

WORLDWATCH INSTITUTE, a private organization that monitors
global trends, claims that among the world's 6,800 languages,
half to 90% could be extinct by the end of the century. Half of
all languages are spoken by fewer than 2,500 people each. Lan
guages need at least 100,000 speakers to pass from generation to
generation, according to UNESCO [www.worldwatch.org].
With this in mind, the following item assumes more than passing
notice. Efforts to keep the Rapanui language alive are being
made on the island.
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IMMERSIO CLASSES
I PAST YEARS, IT WAS THE CUSTOM to limit students and teach
ers to using only Spanish in the classrooms, under the assump
tion that it helped the Rapanui children to integrate more easily
into the Chilean state. Not only were children forbidden to
speak Rapanui, but teachers instructed the parents to not use it
at home. It is only in recent years that the Rapanui language has
been taught in the school. Times change, and we are happy to
report on a new development in teaching.

Some of the Rapanui schoolteachers who had visited and
observed immersion schools in New Zealand, Hawai'i, and
Europe strongly urged that one kindergarten group be desig
nated as a Rapa Nui immersion kindergarten. Several years ago,
the mayor and school administration consented to permit one of
the three kindergarten groups to be a "Rapa Nui kindergarten".
However, the school administration preferred to call the orienta
tion of the kindergarten "intercultural, bilingual." As a result,
this kindergarten group has not been limited to only Rapa Nui
children, there is no pre-selection of the students, and too much
Spanish is spoken in the classroom. Instead of being taught in
Rapanui, the children may be taught A LITTLE BIT of Rapanui
(words, phrases, songs). This is an inadequate approach and will
have little or no lasting effect on the re-vernacularization of is
land children.

As for the elementary grades, near the end of the 1997
school year, a new linguistic assessment of the island's school
children was made. All but three of the 653 children in K-7
were tested for comprehension and production competence in
Rapanui. In response to the urging of several of the Rapanui
teachers, last year (2000) the school administration permitted a
Rapanui Ist Grade class. Again, an intercultural, bilingual ori
entation was prescribed, but that a Rapanui First Grade could be
formed at all, was a major advance! The class was team-taught
by Virginia Haoa and Carolina Tuki. They taught all subjects in
Rapanui rather than bilingually and discouraged the use of
Spanish in the classroom. Over the course of the year the stu
dents not only became more proficient in Rapanui, their general
learning of other subjects was unhindered. Both the children
and their parents were happy with the results.

Now, in the current 2001 school year, Virginia Haoa con
tinues with the same group of students in a Rapanui Second
Grade, assisted by a new aide and trainee, Victoria Hereveri.
Meanwhile, Carolina Tuki is teaching a new First Grade group,
assisted by Alicia Teao. In both classrooms, the teachers insist
on the use of Rapanui only.

As for Preschool, the principal mover in an effort to create
an Immersion Preschool is island school teacher Hilaria Tuki,
who presented a proposal to the local authorities more than
three years ago. The Rapa Nui Language Nest was to have be
gun last school year, but promised assistance for it did not mate
rialize. This year (2001) interested parents helped Hilaria to get
things rolling again. The immersion preschool effort was inau
gurated on April 5th

, and the first few weeks of work with the 6
or 7 students were encouraging. Unfortunately, however, early
in the school year, Hilaria had to request a leave of absence on
account of personal family needs. It is hoped that she will be
able to return to work soon. Without her, the Language Nest
Rapa Nui will not happen.

The Easter Island Foundation and the Rapa Nui Journal
congratulate the governor, the mayor, school administration,
and Rapa Nui teachers for their advanced thinking, and hope
that they will continue to support these worthwhile efforts to
save the Rapanui language from extinction.

THE MUNICIPALITV HAS AGREED to support a third evening of
local television programming in Hangaroa. Presently, on Satur
day and Sunday evenings, there is local programming on Chan
nel 13 from 21.00 or so onwards. Cultural and educational pro
gramming is on Saturday, along with news of the week inter
views, and a slot about the mosquito campaign, and ending with
a movie on Sunday evening. A Friday night "youth program"
has been announced, commencing on Friday 14 September from
19.00 hours.

TilERE WERE THREE RAPANUI LIVING IN NEW YORK at the time
of the terrorist attack. All of them are safe although one had a
very close call. Luisa Karina Corrales Pate, who teaches in New
York, was scheduled that Tuesday morning to visit the top of
the World Trade Center with her class. But she forgot some pa
pers and went back to get them. When she returned, the planes
had already crashed. The tragic events in New York and Wash
ington managed to reach all the way to little Rapa Nui.

A NEW RAPAMVSTERV? A drug known as rapamycin is back in
the news. This drug originally derived from a compound found
nearly three decades ago in a soil sample from Easter Island,
has been found to solve a problem that may follow angioplasty:
the tendency of coronary arteries to plug up again. An antibi
otic, rapamycin was found to be not particularly effective. But
then it was developed into a potent anti-rejection drug for kid
ney transplant patients. Now, used to coat stents, it blocks the
growth of scar tissue by interrupting the body's natural release
of immune-system cells. Few realize that most natural antibiot
ics in use today are produced by soil bacteria. A pinch of soil
may contain close to I billion individual living organisms, and
as many as 10,000 distinct species of microbes, many unnamed
and not understood.

The Wall Street Journal 5 September, 200 I.

MAVOR PETERO EDMUNDS HAS BEEN QUITE OUTSPOKEN about
the poor treatment meted out by various Chilean government
authorities, including President Lagos. Edmunds' comments,
which have been aired on Chilean national television and pub
lished in the press, caused a lot of commotion and are con
densed below. Under the title, "The Island Has Many Enemies
in the Government" the article, which appeared in £1 Mercurio
de Santiago for July 8, 200 I, included background on Edmunds.
It began by noting that he has English ancestry from two grand
fathers; studied business administration in the United States;
and paid his own way by doing a variety of jobs from collecting
garbage to washing dishes. Edmunds, calling it "The American
Dream" stated that he had earned up to US$130,000 a year, had
a Ferrari, a BMW, a racing car, and bought some property. Ed
munds traveled all over the world and, with his last $2000,
bought a ticket home. He is married to his second wife, Kathe
rine Lacord, and has two daughters. The interview noted that
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Edmunds has a peculiar political history: he first was a socialist,
then he joined the Central Party to run for mayor, and then he
became a Christian Democrat. The interview, portions of which
appear below, took the form of questions and answers:
Q. Are you Chilean or Rapanui?
A. Rapanui. Absolutely!
Q. Do the islanders feel like they're Chileans?
A. They feel like Rapanui. Policarpo Toro deceived the people.
Q. Was it wrong that Chile annexed the island?
A. Categorically no. If we had been taken over by the Ameri
cans, French, Germans or Brits, today there would be nothing
natural, only skyscrapers, resorts, dirty water and maybe a fish
factory.
Q. Would you like to be an independent state?
A. We consider ourselves a nation inside the State of Chile. We
would like to be autonomous, not like a country but like a terri
tory of Chile, not as a colony as we consider ourselves now. For
example, they make laws in Santiago without consulting
us. Before we had friends in the Moneda [meant here rather like
the White House]; now enemies. With President Frei the elder
(1966-70) we had friends; Allende (1970-73) very good friends;
Pinochet (1973-1989), in spite of all, friends; Aylwin (1990-94),
friends; With Frei the younger ('94-'00) they developed us;
with Lagos (2000 - ), we are going backwards.
Q. What is happening?
A. They are not opening new doors for us. They are mocking
us. They say yes and that means no. Rapa Nui should have di
rect contact with the President. The Special Commission for Isla
de Pascua should be reactivated; Aylwin created it and Frei
strengthened it. The Assistant Minister of the Interior, Belisario
Velasco, was an honorary member of the Consejo de Ancianos
and our friend. But afterwards with Burgos... For me Burgos is
a "panzer"... like those German tanks in World War II. And re
member the takeover of LanChile in 1990. They sent an Air
Force plane with the panzer, full of special forces to beat us
up. All the island stood together: continentals, English, Ameri
cans, Rapanui, all. This was because LanChile increased the
cost of transporting islanders by more than 100%.
Q. And how is your relation with President Lagos?
A. Well, I wish to say that he is a liar. In November I went to
see him. I greeted him cordially because I respected him. He is
intelligent, worthy. I told him I was worried about the future of
the government and the island. He promised in front of Minister
Garcia to send someone to work with us to make a proposal.

othing has happened. I have asked for an audience with him
five times!! And he hasn't given me one. So for me, this man is
a liar.
Q. Mayor, that is an insult.
A. Let them take me to prison. I speak the truth. He has to do
what he promised. When he went to the APEC meeting, he
passed through here at six in the morning. I waited for him at
the airport. We had a big breakfast ready for him and he never
got off the plane. They wouldn't even let me go on board to
greet him. Five hours to arrive here, and not five minutes to say
hello to the mayor? Even though we have few votes, he should
respect us.
Q. Which is to say your relation with the government has been
cut.

A. To nothing. Even with our region of Valparaiso. It is more
difficult to speak with the Intendente Allard than to talk with
Bush. Impossible.
Q. How do you explain all this?
A. I believe that, for the government, Isla de Pascua is a

joke. Why is it that when I say I wish that we become a region,
they say it is impossible? The program of development for the
regions excludes us!
Q. The Governor is Rapanui.
A. But today I would prefer that the governor be a continental to
squeeze the neck when we have problems. You can't squeeze
the neck when on one side is your brother and on the other an
indifferent government.
Q. What administrative organization wouldyou like?
A. That the island be like a region that depends directly on the
Executive and not the V Region [Valparaiso]. ..that it has re
courses assigned directly to the island; that the Governor has
attributes similar to an intendente so that he can manage the
proposals of health and education here. All comes from Val
paraiso and it is a physical and emotional effort to go and fight,
but return empty handed. The only thing I ask is that they let us
be, that we do not continue waiting for decisions that are made
4000 km distant. The Chilean municipalities are autonomous to
a certain degree, but the island depends absolutely on the com
mon municipal fund. The "Ley Pascua" (from the 60s) does not
permit us to collect taxes of any kind. Nor auto registrations,
nor taxes of companies. Here no one pays taxes...
Q. SO it is a paradise...
A. Sure, for the contributors, but not for the municipality. There
are more than 80 businesses on the island and none pay taxes.
The Ley Pascua should be changed. Much money comes in by
tourism and we would be able to tax it and add to the coffers of
the municipality one and a half million dollars more for restora
tion work, upkeep of roads, bettering education and health.
With respect to archaeological sites, recently, in my period as
mayor, the government invested in archaeology. And today they
have cut off the programs. We depend on friends. For example,
the Japanese gave money to repair monuments. Kodak gives
scholarships to students, and recently they gave us a park with
children's toys. Japan donated US$500,000 in 1995 and 1996
for conservation of archaeological sites via UNESCO with par
ticipation of government groups like CONAF, the Consejo de
Monumentos, the University of Chile and Universidad Cato
lica. And these groups divided up the money and nothing was
left for the island. I complained and they said that they would
give us US$74,000 via the government. I opposed it. I said that
all the money is for preservation and they gave us nothing. And
so far they have not been able to invest the money donated in
the name of Isla de Pascua
Q. Has it helped to be a World Heritage Site?
A. No way. A little for the elaboration of the master plan for
education; but for archaeology, nothing.
Q. You said that low class types have arrived in an Air Force
FAChplane...
A. Continentals come from marginal backgrounds, looking for
opportunities, for friendships, from what I know. FACh says
that the government sent a passenger list. It isn't certain.
Q. You're saying that FACh lied?
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A. They are liars. The plane - and I don't mean the medical op
eration - has a capacity of 150; 120 are decided by the govern
ment, usually students, the other 30? Who are they?
Q. What is the solution? A. There should be a control over the
continentals and foreigners that come to the island. They come
and go. They cannot stay here; if we accept them, there would
be chaos. It's a small island. In my opinion, there should be no
more FACh operations, but the Health Service has to change its
very poor attention to the island.

Edmunds' outspokenness has not made him any friends in
high places. However, local islanders say that Edmunds'
comments are what almost everyone knows and believes
already: that government really doesn't care about the island.
Islanders insist that the mayor's comments are what anyone in
the street would say if asked.

THE CAMARA DE TURISMO AND CONAF have a project to in
stall information centers at Rano Raraku, 'Anakena, 'Orongo,
and Tahai. These kiosks would include drinks and snacks, leaf
lets, and informational material. There will be fLrst aid and ra
dios to the village, and they will have improved bathrooms. The
center planned for Tahai will be the largest as it is closest to the
village. Another project that involves a Chilean-Canadian group
named Villafranca will organize trails and security systems for
the archaeological sites; they are working closely with the Asso
ciation of Guides.

A SKELETON (specimen RH0235), excavated from the North
east region of Easter Island (Mahatua Poe Poe), revealed clues
to the epidemiology of syphilis, according to Xavier Bosch in
The Lancet, Vol. 354 for December II, 1999. Scientists have
made the first definitive diagnosis of venereal syphilis in a
skeletal specimen. "Molecular determination of historical dis
ease states by use of skeletal material can significantly enhance
our understanding of the pathology and spread of infectious dis
eases", stated Connie Kolman (Smithsonian Center for Materi
als Research and Education, Suitland, MD) and co-workers. The
200-year-old skeleton, identified as a female, 36-42 years of age
by George Gill and his associates, had abnormal skeletal lesions
including anterior curvature and subperiosteal thickening of the
diaphyses of both tibia, also called "saber shins". These are in
dicative of treponemal infection. Bone collagen, the organic
component of bone, was dated by accelerator mass spectrometry
radiocarbon measurement that produced an un-calibrated age of
240 +/- 50 years before present (1710-1810 AD).

1. Infect. Dis. 1999; 180:2060-63.

UPCOMING RESEARCH PROJECT: DOCUME TATIO Of THE
PREHISTORIC EASTER ISLANDER'S CRA IOLOGY

Vincent H. Stefan
AS PART OF A CONTINUED EFFORT to investigate the origins and
evolution of the prehistoric Rapanui and to fully document the
museum collections of prehistoric Rapanui skeletal material, Dr
Vincent H. Stefan (Department of Anthropology, Lehman Col
lege - CUNY, Bronx, New York) will be conducting a research
trip to inventory and collect data from Rapanui crania curated at
the Museo Antropol6gico Padre Sebastian Englert, Rapa Nui;

Museo Hist6rico Nacional, formerly M. de Etnologia y Antro
pologia and Museo Nacional de Historia Natural, Santiago,
Chile; Museo de Concepci6n and Instituto de Biologia de la
Universidad, Concepci6n, Chile. The data collected from this
project will be combined with the previously collected data and
analyzed, with the results shedding light on the range of varia
tion present in the various museum samples and the prehistoric
Rapanui as a population, the origins and evolution of Rapanui,
and assist in resolving the controversies surrounding the possi
ble role South American populations may have played in the
prehistory of Rapa Nui and Polynesia.

Dr Stefan will conduct his research in January 2002. His
research trip will be funded by a Easter Island Foundation re
search grant ($2,500.00) and a PSC/CUNY Research Award 3 I
grant ($4,300.00), awarded by The City University of New
York, University Committee on Research Awards.

CONSERVATION TREAT lENT OF TilE
FONCK MUSEUM MOAI

THE FRANCISCO FONCK SOCIETY of Archaeology and History,
today a Corporation, was founded in 1937. In 1951 a moai was
brought from Easter Island. It is said that this came about as an
agreement between the then President of Chile, don Gabriel
Gonzalez Videla, the Consejo of Monumentos Nacionales and
the Consejo de Ancianos de Rapa Nui. It was installed on a con
crete base in a beautiful little park near the ocean. However,
with the passage of years, this place was transformed into a ma
jor route of vehicular traffic that put its integrity into danger and
made it difficult to admire.

Thus, in 1988 it was moved to the garden in front of the
Fonck Museum. Here it stands in a beautiful atmosphere, free
from danger. Both national and international visitors who are
unable to go to the island continually admire it. At the same
time it is part of the great collection of Easter Island artifacts
that are kept and exhibited by the Fonck Museum.

The moai was sculpted from volcanic tuff from Rano Ra
raku and it is the only moai in the world that is permanently in
public view. It was, however, beginning to show many micro
fissures and superficial erosion indicating deterioration. It was
noted that there was a loss of small pieces by action of vandals
or by simple curiosity of people wanting to touch it. One must
remember that thousands of people every year arrive to admire
it and feel its "mana". Thus it became necessary to protect it,
and for this reason Sra M6nica Bahamondez, of the Centro Na
cional de Conservaci6n y Restauraci6n was called in to make a
diagnosis and treatment. She is a specialist with much interna
tional experience in the area of conservation of volcanic tuff.

Tuff is composed of volcanic ash, a cemented material of a
glassy matrix of silicates. Permanent exposure to rain water
over several hundred years produced a slow dissolution of the
matrix, thus disintegrating the tuff. The treatment consisted first
in applying a consolidating product that reinforced the glassy
matrix. After two months, an application of a product with a
special silicon base that produced hydro-repellency was made.
This keeps out the rainwater but permits the free circulation of
water vapor. Next, a strong epoxy resin was injected, penetrat
ing each of the fissures and cracks. This consolidates and avoids
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the possible loss of small pieces of stone. Finally, a cleaning
was carried out to eliminate the dirt that had accumulated over
the years when the moai was exposed to traffic. During the en
tire process the moai remained under a plastic tarp. The present
good state of conservation should last at least 15 years, and the
process then should be repeated.

The Fonck Museum has a project of remodeling the three
halls dedicated to Easter Island. This remodel will permit the
exposition of the 1,400 items that the museum possesses in a
modem museum site. To better protect the moai, we hope to
place it inside the museum.

The Corporacion Museo Fonck wishes to publicly thank
the Easter Island Foundation and Dr. William Liller and his
wife for their donations of money that permitted this costly con
servation treatment of the moai from Ahu One Mahiki.

Maururu, Dr Claudio Etcheverry P, President, and
Dr Adolfo Fernandez c., Vice President

DEAR EDITOR,

[Enclosed is] a photocopy of a postcard which has the
same image as the photograph of the shipwrecked crew of the
EI Dorado (it would have been good if it had been a different
image) [See RNJ 15( I):36]. I bought this card at a postcard fair
a year or so ago. It was an expensive card but I took a leap of
faith and bought it, as, written on the back in pencil, it said
"wrecked off Easter Island". None of the books in my Easter
Island collection mentioned the EI Dorado and I put the card
away in a drawer and forgot about it, until reading the journal
last night I find the entire fascinating story. I'm glad I bought
the card. Unfortunately it is not used so there is no defmite date
[on the card], and no publisher's name but the instructions are
in English. I would say that from the sepia tone and the "This
space for Correspondence" it is likely to be roughly contempo
raneous with 1914115 or so. The fact that there were postcards
probably indicate that the story was well known at the time.
This has spurred me and I will try to do some more research.

Best wishes and keep up the good work.
David Maddock, Hants, UK

Thanks, David, for a fascinating follow-up on the ill-fated
EI Dorado. It is assumed that Captain Benson went on the lec
ture circuit after he returned (at least we know that he intended
to do so, and thus took his lifeboat with him on his return from
Tahiti). He likely used the lectures as opportunities to sell his
book, and had the postcards printed as further items to sell to his
audiences. There must be more postcards out there somewhere.
Katherine Routledge mentions the wreck of the EI Dorado in
her book, The Mystety of Easter Island (p.126-7). Percy Ed
munds commented to Routledge that Captain Benson "had been
a whaler in his day." Ed.

DEAR EDITOR,

Last Monday I received 15(1) of Rapa Nui Journal. The
Journal has become an impressive publication, but then it was

before as well. This is particularly so for the article I just read. I
feel it has given me inspiration. This is the short paper by Riet
Delsing "Pacific Voyaging: A Subjugated Knowledge."

I cannot truly express my feelings about this presentation.
It puts into words many of my thoughts about what I have
called the Nusantao Maritime Trading and Communication
Network. Many archaeologists and prehistorians have
considered my ideas and concept of the Nusantao as total
nonsense. I have had two different feelings about this, one that I
have been unable to explain my concepts of the Nusantao and
the evolution of these concepts and the other that the critics are
right, it is total nonsense. As time goes on, I feel more and more
that my first expressed feeling is correct.

I have attempted to present the evolution of my thoughts
and concepts on the Nusantao in an article that is presumably
coming out this month in the proceedings of a small symposium
that was held in Finland last November. This conference was
organized by Clifford Sather (csather@ieas.unimas.my) with
the water people of Borneo as its subject. I was not able to par
ticipate in this conference but Cliff very kindly asked me to
contribute a paper explaining my hypothesis of the Nusantao
Maritime Network. I was willing to do this, as over the last year
I have been feeling more confident that my ideas on this subject
are not nonsense.

I include here my latest definition of the Nusantao
Maritime Trade and Communications Network (Solheim, n.d.):

I have defined, redefined and discussed several times the
Nusantao Maritime Trade and Communications Network
(1975a-b, 1976, 1981 a, 1984-1985, 1992, 1996, 1997,
2000). Amongst other things 1 added "Communication" to
the title (Solheim 1994). Also, I originally referred to the
people as the Nusantao and included many different
varieties of maritime orientation as defining these people.
When I use the title "Nusantao Maritime Trade and
Communication Network" I am referring only to a portion
of the Nusantao people, i.e., those involved in maritime
trade. There are no clear boundaries between the many
different maritime orientations of these people as some of
them often change for a time from one orientation to
another and at times are involved in two or more of these
orientations. As an example, a common situation is men
being away from their homes for several months fishing,
and then trading the dried or smoked fish for money or
other materials, but their spouses and children remain at
home and tend to the farming. Always the maritime part of
this is the unifying element of "Nusantao."

I would like to add here that the "Nusantao people"
who are not maritime traders were and are descended from
the people of the Nusantao Maritime Trade and
Communication Network" who were and are active traders
and these Nusantao people were and are still very maritime
oriented.
The origin of my thoughts on the Nusantao Maritime

Trade and Communication Network began through my
development of the concept of the Sa Huynh-Kalanay Pottery
Tradition. This concept has been questioned by many as being
so loose and all-encompassing that it has no meaning. I was
therefore delighted last year to receive a copy of an honors
thesis by Ambika Flavel for the Bachelor of Science Degree
with the Centre for Archaeology of the University of Western
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