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Ab tract: Since 1935 the Royal Museums for Art and History in
Bru el are in the pos ession of an archaic-looking colo al
sculpture from Rapa Nui (Easter Island). Thi basalt statue, al
mo t three meters high and weighing ix tons, is one of the very
few moai that have ever been taken from the island. Jt repre-
ent the deity of tuna fish "Pou Hakanononga" and is particu

larly interesting because it is believed to be one of the most an
cient examples of its kind (the statue is tentatively dated about
AD I000-1200). The location where it was found, Ahu a
Rongo, is a ceremonial complex on the west coast of Easter Is
land, immediately north of the town of Hanga Roa. This ahu
(stone cult platform) has never been properly investigated. It is
currently endangered by urban expansion and several other
threatening factors resulting from its proximity to human settle
ment. A single 2 m by I m test unit executed in 1995 and sub e
quent dating of ob idian artifacts has indicated that the initial
platform at Ahu a Rongo was probably constructed ometime
during the II OOs . This is one of the earliest dates obtained thus
far for ahu architecture. A preliminary survey in 1997 by Dr.
Francina Forment, curator of Polynesian and Micronesian art at
the Royal Mu eums for Art and History, has confirmed our pre
sumption that the archaeological potentialities of the Ahu a
Rongo site are considerable. For the year 200 I, the funding of
this new exploration at Rapa Nui is granted by the National
Geographic Society (Washington, USA).

Moai '&ightiogs

"MUSIC I HIGH PLACES", a DirectTV serie , has one episode
filmed on Ea ter Island. These series, pairing musicians with
sacred sites in the world including Machu Picchu, Delphi, and
Rapa Nui,. is to "capture each musician's own per onal jour
ney". The blurb, appearing in New Age magazine, fail to men
tion who is as ociated with our favorite island. Music in High
Places is also shown at www.musicinhighplaces.msn.com

TAHAI'S FAMOUS MOM, WITH EYES AND TOPKNOT, is featured
on a full page (II x 16") layout of II Giornale dell'Arte for June
2000, ent in by our harp-eyed Italian correspondent, Andrea
Pa quelin. The photographed statue is advertising an Italian
firm named Gondrand that hips works of art. The caption ays
"Some people think they'll never leave here" referring to the
fact that Gondrand wa responsible for shipping the moai that
was exhibited in Milano a few years back. A small inset photo
graph shows that statue, draped in a rope netting, and in the
proce of being moved to the museum.

I DON'T THINK WE'RE IN KANSAS ANYMORE, TOTO. The De
cember 26, 2000 issue of the Topeka CapitoL-Journal ha an

article describing seven Easter Island statue replicas that are
standing on a hillside overlooking US Highway 56, out ide of
Burlingame, Kansas. They were made by an auto mechanic
named Butch Mauer who originally created one for his shop in
Lyndon, Kansas. A fellow resident of Osage County, Bill
Sherry, inquired about the statue and when told of Butch's long
ing to put up a bunch of them, he stated that he had the highest
hill in Osage County, in full view of the highway. The two men
erected the seven tatue in October 2000. The statues are of
fiberglass with wood backing and were made in a mold.

IT HAD TO HAPPEN. Now there i a moai lamp! As advertised in
a catalog (The Pyramid Collection), the blurb states, "Inspired
by the my terious moai megaliths .... it casts an amber light,
creating unforgettable mood and atmosphere ... " Oh ye sss. The
re in moai are one foot high and co t fifty bucks.

FOR ANYONE INTO MOM SIGHTINGS, check out The Book of
TIKI by Sven A. Kirsten (ISBN 3-8228-6417-X) from Amazon
($23.99). There are 287 full color pages printed on high quality
paper; published by Taschen. Thi book explores all aspects of
the Tiki Bar craze in the 50's and 60's-one more thing for
which we can thank Thor Heyerdahl.

SANDY NIELSEN, A LONG-TIME Rapanuiphile, sent us an adver
tisement for a cruise company that has it all, in one frightening
picture: pyramids, Buddha, a moose (under palm trees), the
leaning tower, and our beloved moai, with a multicolor parrot
on its head. Not bloody likely ....

The village square at Vitorchiano, near Viterbo. Italy, boast a scowl
ing moai that was made in 1990 by fifteen Rapanui islanders. The
photograph hows the statue in the process of being moved from the
quarry with the help of a huge crane and some old rubber tires. A
pukao was added once it was placed in the village square. Our thanks
to Andrea Pasquelin of Turin for this photo.
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THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE HAS a cartoon strip called
"Sherman's Lagoon" that often features a maai, located at the
bottom of a lagoon. Called the Kahuna, it dispenses wisdom
and witty sayings to assorted sea creatures. This aberration was
brought to our attention by Calvin Malone.

Hoa Hakananaia in
its new location in
the court of the Brit
ish Museum in Lon
don (photograph by
Elena Miklashevich)

ANOTHER SIGHTING for
the Chilean wine palm
comes from Italy, with
thanks to Kees de Boer.
The Botanical Institute at
Pisa, Italy, has two fine
specimens ofJubaea
standing in front of the
Institute, which was con
structed in 1890.
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Patrick Corbett (shown here with his daughter) did a double take when
he drove past this wine cooperative in Bonnieux, France. It was closed
that day so they could not inquire as to why a winery had maai dis
played out front. A bold vintage, with an excellent nose?

What's New in the 'Pac.ific.

THE CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE at the Hague in Novem
ber 2000 failed to agree on steps to combat the threat of cli
matic changes. For the Pacific, it is clear that the lifestyle of the
rich world was not negotiable, even at the cost of rising sea lev
els. As was noted in the Pacific News Bulletin: "Rich countries
don't really care whether our islands sink, float or fly." A 5%
reduction in carbon emissions is not enough to curb the threats
of climate change for the Pacific Islands. "Still recovering from
the aftermath of the nuclear bomb, Pacific islanders now need
to prepare for the climatic bomb."

Pacific News Bulletin, 16(1):6-7, January 2001.
Niue
ON JAN 30TH

, TWO US BANKS IMPOSED an embargo on transfers
of money to the island of Niue, the world's smallest autono
mous state (population 2, 103). Niue is accused of being a tax
haven, having an indulgent attitude toward the proceeds of
crime, and is suspected of money laundering. A Panama City
law firm specializes in registering offshore fums through
"international commercial companies." This tiny island has
more than 6,000 such firms registered in Niue. These are said to
be "empty shells" such as can be found in the British Virgin
Islands, the Bahamas and Panama. According to the US state
Department, some companies are fronts for East Asian or Rus
sian mafia and Latin American drug cartels. Commenting on
the embargo, Niue's prime minister said, "It's a brutal blow to
us. The money enabled us to survive." The registration fees that
are paid annually account for 80% of the country's budget; the
rest comes from exporting sweet potatoes, the rental of tele
phone lines and internet addresses. Members of the Niue gov
ernment are keen to keep the money of dubious origin flowing
in. Geographical remoteness of some other islands in the region
has attracted those interested in financial crime. The report
mentions also Nauru, Vanuatu, Samoa, the Cook and Marshall
Islands.

Guardian Weekly, February 15-21, 200 I: 30.
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