
What's Nt\>! in t\angaroa

A CELEBRATION OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY of the first flight to
Rapa Nui took place on January 20th

. Two of the plane's origi
nal crew were on the island: the navigator and the radio man.
The Chilean Air Force flew them and 127 others over on a 707,
and they brought with them a glider that circled and landed at
the airport at the precise time that Manutara first landed 50
years ago. An Air Force band, flown over for the event, played
on. There were also celebrations held in La Serena, Chile, the
place from whence the plane took off.

TOURISM IN CHILE has been the focus of a number of newspa
per articles in the Chilean press. Although a record forty-one
cruise hips are expected to dock at ValparaIso this year, critics
complain that when tourists arrive, those who wish to get off are
just dumped in the scruffy dock area where all the trinkets are
sold. In order to see anything of the city, or nearby Vifia del
Mar, they must do it on their own-and at their own risk, of
course. There is a demand for tours and bu es to be available.
As for tourism on Rapa Nui, it was noted that the number of
visitors has grown from 5000 in 1995 to 21,500 this last year.
The average stay on the island is only 4 days. However, tho e
numbers are still less than Torres de Paine received, namely
60,000. (Torres de Paine is located at the southern end of the
Andes, near Punta Arenas). It is projected that, in the year
2008, Easter Island's population will be clo e to 5000, and by
2005, there will be around 50,000 visitors. Tourism now gener
ates 7.5 million dollars; this work out to US$2,500 per capita.
In 1998 a Camara de Turismo-Chamber of Tourism-was cre
ated on the i land and the government provided around US
$80,000 to get it started. Their motto: ''Tarai Piri: Working to
gether." One of their concerns is the preservation of the island's
cultural patrimony.

SPRAYING EFFORTS ON THE ISLAND are on-going in order to get
rid of the Aedes aegypti mosquitoes that can carry yellow fever
and dengue fever. A PR campaign is in process, called "You or
the Mosquito". No cases have yet been detected.

THE CATCHMENT BASINS that we mentioned in Rapa Nui Jour
nal 14 (4) :124 were constructed by a company that is associ
ated with Chile's ex-president Elwing. They were built by
Jaime Riroroko, who was paid a total of 1.5 million pesos. The
bulldozing of the soil was free, done by the public works on the
island. The recipients of the catchment basin were fifteen peo
ple who pre ented the project to CONADI. The firm charged
CONADI 180 million pesos for the basins, and then got another
subsidy from the government. They made a good profit as the
pIa tic that lines the basins is inexpensive.

CURRE T EXCAVATIO S AT AHU 0 RO GO, on the west coa t
near the island cemetery, are under the direction of Nicolas
Cauwe and Dirk Huyge of the Royal Museums of Art and
Hi tory in Brus els. Ahu 0 Rongo is the site from which the
basalt statue known as Pou Hakanononga was collected by the
Franco-Belgium Expedition to Ea ter Island (1934-35); it is
now on display in Brussels.

Under the south wing of the ahu an older phase was found,
consisting of a para pavement; this likely correlates with the
statue. Carbon has been recovered, 0 date are to be expected.
One of the large border stones of the ahu wing, which seems to
form part of the older pha e, has petroglyph designs, among
them a whale (a rare design in Easter Island rock art).

The fact that thi structure i superimposed by the outh
wing of Ahu 0 Rongo eems to verify the suggestion that Pou
Hakanononga and similar odd statues (red scoria Moai a Umu,
maai at Ahu Otoki and possibly also Tukuturi) are indeed
archaic statues. Whether or not the petroglyphs are to be
correlated with the earlier pha e of the ahu is of course difficult
to know. It appears that the ahu below the south wing of Ahu 0

Rongo must be a very old megalithic structure. We hope to have
a full report on thi project in our next i sue. '

The Tahatai hotel, under construction last October is now open for
business. This view is from the road that runs along the coast near the
caleta.

A NEW HOTEL CALLED TAHATAI is finished, and now in u e.
Although not a 5 tar hotel, it is centrally located and clo e to
the ocean. It features cottages as well as hotel rooms and has a
pool in the patio area of the hotel ground .

A LARGE SOUVENIR/HANDICRAFT roofed market has been con
structed at the airport where the parking spaces used to be oppo
site the LanChile counter. It was designed to give a better place
for local artisans to sell their souvenirs. Formerly, those selling
handicrafts were on the walkway outside the terminal entries.

A RARE CASE OF MENINGITIS cau ed the death of a young Ra
panui man from the island. All per ons who had possible con
tact with him were examined but no one else was found with the
disease. Many parents kept their children home from school so
classes were empty of tudent in the la t week before vacation.

THE TAPATI FESTIVAL in February garnered some negative
comments. These involved the organizational parts of the festi
val, such as where did all the money go, and why it was so
poorly organized (wrong people at the wrong places, etc.).
Some events were hour late getting tarted (nothing new there).
And there was grumbling over favoritism with regard to seating
for the performance . ENTEL was a sponsor of the event, 0 a
large group of "important" per ons got up-front seating. Others
who al 0 donated, did not.
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THE PAVING OF THE ROAD that runs past the Hotel Iorana at the
foot of the runway is nearly finished. A relief to all who have to
drive it. This road is now called Policarpo Toro after the naval
man who first suggested the annexation by Chile. It formerly
was Atamu Tekena. A short while ago, these two street name
were switched. So while the hotels and other establishment
have not changed locations, they are now on different streets.
This may ound a bit confusing to outsiders, but it is very Rapa
Nui.

A GRASS FIRE AT THE QUARRY, Rano Raraku, effected the
kneeling statue, called Tukuturi, a well as many other statues.
Damaoe was caused to the tatue by the fire and heat. Fires are
et byo i landers who run hor e and cattle; they burn off the

dead grass to encourage new growth. But the fires often burn
out of control. Sadly, tho e who set the fires seem not to realize
that tourists come to see the statue , not hor es and cows.

THE MIR SPLASHDOWN. A flurry of activity on Rapa Nui pre
ceded the reentry of the Mir space station. Hedging their bets,
news agencies lined up various individuals on Easter Island for
eye-witness accounts of the expected fall-out of pace debri .
Rapanui resident, Conny Martin, who was interviewed by
Reuters, noted that Rapanui islanders had little information
about all this, and she added, "It's business as usual here and
we're ju t hoping that nothing will land on us. What can we d~?

We can't move out of the way." New agencies in Australia
al 0 contacted some English-speaking islanders as they wanted
to do a piece on the precautions being taken by the Chilean gov
ernment in case of any debris fallout near the island. However,
no one mentioned the possibility of danger on Chilean TV 0

the Rapanui were unaware of the situation. But LANChile can
celled some scheduled flights to Tahiti to avoid any possible
collision with falling debris. Other Pacific i lands, clo er to the
action, reacted more nervously. In Fiji, ships were kept in port
and residents warned to ~y in their homes. Things were differ
ent in Tahiti as they were involved in local elections that
eemed more explosive than debris falling from the sky.

One Rapanui islander said that he hoped a piece of Mir
would land in his yard so tourists would come, not just to see
the moai, but also would pay to see pieces of Mir.

CO STRUCTIO 0 THE NEW AIRPORT control tower has been
po tponed due to a conflict over the land belonging to the city
and the shape of the tower, originally planned in the shape of a
moai.

THE GOVERNOR announced that the i land's population is now
4500 although a cen us has not be done since 1992.

THE U IVERSITY OF HAWAI'! Archaeological Field School will
have a project this summer, 200 I, in Rapa Nui. Field work will
be conducted on prehistoric habitations and other sites in a
northwestern coastal sector of the island. For further informa
tion: Contact Dr. Terry L. Hunt, Department of Anthropology,
University of Hawai'i; 2424 Maile Way, Honolulu, HI 96822.
Email: thunt@hawaii.edu

II) Easter Island Archaeology. Research on Early
Rapanui Culture

Christopher M. Stevenson and William S. Ayres, eds.
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Review by Paul G. Balm

One of the millstones that has always hung around the
neck of archaeology is the problem of the unpublished or long
delayed excavation report. A totally unpublished excavation is
useless and injurious to knowledge, on a par with looting. I~

deed it is a form of theft, since information is permanently with
held from the world (the excavation cannot be repeated) and
thus destroyed. In fact one could argue that it is worse than
theft, since many looters of sites are too ignorant to re.alize the
damage they are doing; the same cannot usually be saId of un
ethical excavators, and there is simply no excuse for them, espe
cially where public funds have been wasted on their proj~t ..

Scandalous examples of archaeological non-publication
could be cited from every part of the world, but Easter Island
has certainly suffered more than most from this scourge. If
memory serves me correctly, Carlyle Smith mentioned at the
Laramie meeting in 1993 that not even all of the data from the
excavations carried out by members of the Norwegian Expedi
tion in the 1950 had yet been analyzed or published. But at
least those pioneers did publi h exten ive report on their activi
ties quite rapidly, in volumes which have become indispensable
to Easter Island studies.

On the other hand, many excavations carried out on the
island in more recent decades have yet to be published. We can
all think of examples, and it has to be said that ome Chilean
specialists are among the wor t culprits here. The present vol
ume, however, goes a long way toward solving the problem of
unpublished work by foreign (primarily American) excavator,
and we should be grateful to the indefatigable Chri Steve~

son-always exemplary in the rapidity and thoroughness of hIS
own excavation reports-for rounding up this collection of ma
terial, some of which has been awaiting publication since 1981
and even, in orne ca es, since the early 1970s. And the Easter
Island Foundation i to be thanked and congratulated for taking
on the task of publication.

Having said that, one must admit that few of the articles
here set the pulses racing, and indeed some are of the kind
where one immediately turn to the concluding summary. But
nevertheless, basic data of the kind pre ented here are the essen
tial building blocks of future archaeological synthesis and inter
pretation, and it is therefore crucial that they should be available
in printed form. The volume contains a tremendous variety of
material--excavations of different kinds of platforms, of caves,
of beach deposits; various studies of skeletal remains and cre
mations; rock art, and color symbolism; artifact u e-wear and
obsidian hydration rates; subsistence patterns and original vege
tation. It's a potpourri, a curate's egg; but nevertheless it is a
valuable addition to the literature. And above all one hopes that
it creates a precedent and acts as a spur to other guilty partie in
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