The Easter Island Reports of Lt. Colin M. Dundas, 1870-71
The H.MS. Topaze sighted Easter Island on 31 October 1868.
Sailing from Callao, it was to search for other islands rumored
to be in the area and to conduct a survey of Easter Island (Van
Tilburg 1992:38). On board was a Lt. Colin M Dundas, who
made various notes about the island and recorded his impressions. Dundas' descriptions are not as well known as those of1.
Linton Palmer 1. Upon his return to Great Britain, Lt. Dundas
presented a paper at Edinburgh, for the Society ofAntiquities of
Scotland His little-known report presented verbatim is below 2,
annotated by the editors ofRNJ 3
Easter Island, or as it is called by the natives, Rapa-nui, is
a small island, only remarkable for the gigantic statues found
there, which are mentioned by Cook and other navigators. It is
situated in rat. 27° 10 S., and long. 109° 30 W. of Greenwich,
and at a distance of more than 2000 miles from the nearest inhabited island. It is said to have been seen by Davis, an English
navigator, in 1686, but this is doubtful. Roggewein, a Dutchman, discovered it in 1722, and it has been subsequently visited
by Cook in 1774, La Perouse, a Frenchman, in 1786, and by a
few others. In November 1868 we were there for a week in H.
M.S. Topaze, under Commodore R.A. Powell, C.B., and the
following account is drawn up from what we saw.
The island is of triangular shape, and about 30 miles in
circumference; the northern and southern extremities are about
1000 to 1500 feet in height, sloping gradually toward the centre.
The interior is studded with smaller hills, nearly all of which are
extinct craters, and the soil is evidently volcanic in origin, decomposed lava with loose lava stones, and pieces of obsidian or
volcanic glass. The coast line is generally precipitous, and there
are few places where landing would be at all practicable. There
is very little vegetation, but the island is covered with long
brown grass. There is a shrub-like tree, generally averaging
from 6 to 8 feet in height, which the natives call Toro-miro
(Edwardsia Macnabiana?)4, having a dark reddish wood. and a
leaf resembling the common vetch; and also the paper mulberry,
from the back of which the natives make tappa or native cloth.
Roggewein says that in 1722 the island was well wooded.
but except a few stumps of cocoa-nut palm 5 , we saw no trees,
and as in his account the natives are described as giants, perhaps
we ought not to place too much dependence upon him. The natives cultivate the sweet potato, plantain, taro root, yam, and
sugar cane, and their plantations are scattered all over the island.
The missionaries, who are Jesuits who came from Tahiti about
the year 1865, have introduced maize and other vegetables,
which appear to thrive well in their garden.
There are no quadrupeds indigenous to the island except
rats, which abound, and are used by the natives as their only animal food. These rats appear to be the large brown rat found on
the other Polynesians islands. La Perouse mentions having left
some hogs, but we saw no traces of any. Cocks and hens are
plentiful, and the eggs were offered to us for barter. Boatswain
birds, frigate birds, tern, and other sea-birds were seen, but we
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saw no wild land birds. Although we did not succeed in catching
any fish, there must be some of very considerable size, to judge
from the stone fish-hooks which we found among the natives.
They also have fine nets for small fish, and they catch crayfish
by diving.
We only saw one canoe; it has an outrigger, and although it
was made of small pieces of wood laced together, it resembled
in general form the canoes of the Marquesans, but had evidently
not been used for along.. time. Cook mentions that in 1774 only
three or four canoes were to be seen.
The ordinary dwellings of the natives are long narrow
houses made of sticks planted in the ground at some distance
apart, bent over, and tied together; the whole is thatched with
straw and rushes, and resembles in shape a large canoe upside
down. These average from 20 to 25 feet in length, 7 or 8 feet in
breadth, and between 5 and 6 feet in height at the centre, tapering towards the ends. There are no windows, and the door is a
hole in the middle of one side, from I foot to 18 inches square,
just large enough to admit a man crawling in. Some of these
houses are much larger, however; one we saw was between 40
and 50 feet long. They have no partitions or furniture, and the
only household utensils we saw were a few gourds 6 . All the
cooking is done in the open air, in the same manner as is usual
among the South Sea islanders, by means of hot stones. Both
Captain Cook and La Perouse mention subterranean houses, but
except at the edge of the crater, I did not see any of these.
The great crater, called by the natives Te Ranu (the crater)
Kau. is situated at the summit of a hill 1200 feet high, at the S.
W. extremity of the island. It is 2000 yards in diameter, and
about 800 feet deep, and the bottom is flat and marshy, with
reeds and rushes growing in it, and pools of fresh water7 here
and there.
I may mention here that there is not much fresh water on
the island. We found it in the great crater, at the crater Otu-iti S,
at the eastern end of the island; and in a few other places there
are springs. but the water is brackish. On the sea edge of this
great crater we found a number of very curious subterranean
houses 9• in one of which the statue which was brought home in
H.M.S. Topaze, and now in the British Museum, was discovered. I should think there were at least fifty of these underground houses, but they were not counted. The natives appear to
have taken advantage of the natural caverns in constructing
these dwellings, and they are built up where necessary with irregular flat slabs of stone of variable thickness, gradually converging at the top, and the whole roofed with larger slabs. The
doors, as in the huts, are very small, just large enough to crawl
through. The general dimensions of these houses appeared to be
20 feet by 6 or 8 feet, and between 5 Y2 and 6 feet in height.
The people may be described, I think, as very like the Marquesans in appearance, but generally lighter in colour. Their
stature, I should say, averages from 5 feet 6 inches to 5 feet 10
inches. Their hair is black, and that of the women very long, and
worn in a sort of knot on the top of the head. Their dress is the
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maro, as commonly worn by the Polynesians; the men wear a
cincture of cord made of woman's hair about an inch in circumference. The women generally wear a short petticoat of tappa,
and both sexes sometimes use a sort of shawl of the same material. They are generally tatooed in much the same fashion as the
Marquesans, but the missionaries have prohibited this custom.
They also colour their bodies with pigments of red earth. Some
of the women have the lobes of their ears pierced, and ornaments, either of wood or fishbone, inserted; but this custom is
evidently not carried to such an extent as at the date of Cook's
visit, to judge by the engravings in the account of his second
voyage, where both men and woman are represented with the
lobes of their ears distended nearly down to the shoulders.
Our short stay did not allow us to come to any distinct
conclusion with respect to their language; but a Frenchman,
who had been wrecked on the island and who was accompanied
by a Tahitian woman, told us that she had considerable difficulty in making them understand her. Forster, however, who
accompanied Cook, gives a comparative table of the languages
of the South Seas Islanders, in which many words are common
to Tahiti and Easter Island. The language is evidently a poor
one, containing but few words.
The population in November 1868 was 900, of whom
two-thirds were males. In 1774, Cook estimated the population
at 700, but supposed that some of the women were concealed.
La Perouse, in 1786, says they numbered 2000. In 1864 several
hundreds were kidnapped by the Peruvians, and carried to the
Chincha Islands to work guano; and although an order was
given a year afterwards that they should be sent back, very few
ever actually returned. Since this event, and the arrival of the
missionaries, the natives have all congregated in one settlement,
at Hanga-roa, or Cook's Bay, on the west side of the island. The
birth-rate in 1868 was less than twenty per 1000, and the deathrate forty-six per 1000. As they have no written language, it is
difficult to say what the traditions of their early history really
are worth. The missionaries told us that a tradition exists among
them, that their ancestors lived on the island of R.pa or Oparo 10
(an island lately used as a coaling station by the Panama and
New Zealand Company's steamers, nearly 2000 miles due west
of Easter Island), and that having been defeated in civil war,
they were put into large canoes, and were set adrift with a supply of water and taro-root; they eventually came to Easter Island, and landed at Winnipu " , a bay on the south-east side of
the island. That their chief or king caused the huge stone statues
to be hewn in the quarry at Otu-iti, where he dwelt, and finally
ordered the statues to follow him to the crater Kau. This they
attempted to do; some fell down, and others remain standing
where they stopped. The king died, and was changed into a butterfly, and his name is still preserved in the name for all butterflies, Tu-ku-i-a. They assign no date to this story, but the island
is called Rapa-nui, the great Rapa; Opara [sic] being Rapa-iti,
small Rapa.
At the death of a king all the people used to assemble in
the underground houses, at the greater crater; and the man who
could collect the greatest number of sea-bird eggs was declared
king l2 • This was not an easy or safe undertaking as the cliffs are
about 1000 feet high, and nearly perpendicular. They appear to
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have had little religion before the arrival of the missionaries,
except a general belief in a great and good spirit, who planted
man in the earth, and from him sprang the whole race. Of this
spirit they made no effigy13; and we were distinctly told that
they never worshipped the large statues, nor the small wooden
figures, which they used to suspend from the roofs of their
houses. The taboo is respected, as in the other islands in the
South Seas; and they were in the habit of protecting their plantations, by placing small cairns of stones, generally topped by a
white stone, in sign of taboo. Since the missionaries have been
on the island, they have succeeded in Christianising all the natives; the last was baptized a few days before our arrival.
The usual mode of burial appears to have been wrapping
the corpse in grass, reeds, or tappa, and depositing them on the
platforms in different parts of the island. Forster says that, in
1774, they laid their dead beside the ranges of large stone figures, and that he was told that these figures represented their
deceased chiefs. There are also smaller statues, more rudely
carved, which appear to have marked burial-grounds. The
smaller of the two, brought home in the Topaze, called by the
natives Hoa Hava, was one of these. I also saw three corpses
wrapped in tappa, and deposited in an upright position in the
clefts in the face of the cliffs, on the northern coast of the island, near La Perouse Bay; but this, I believe, was a very ancient method of disposing of their dead.
But the large stone statues are much the most interesting
feature on the island; the natives call them Te Moi Maia (the
stone statues), and they also say they have a name for each individually. Cook mentions this as a fact; but I am not certain that
it is altogether true. We counted about 300 in different parts of
the island; but the greatest number are found in and about the
crater Otu-iti, at the eastern extremity of the island. This crater
is about 1000 yards in diameter, and the bottom is marshy, with
reeds and rushes growing in it. The sides slope gradually down,
and are covered with wild sugar-cane and long grass. In this
crater we counted thirty-one of the huge statues, twenty of them
prostrate, some evidently unfinished. Outside the crater is another large group, most of great size, some of them measuring
eighteen to twenty feet '4 from the top of the head to the shoulders. Between Otu-iti and Winnipu, a party of officers counted
150 of various sizes, some standing I 5, others fallen. The largest
measured was 32 feet 6 inches in length, and about 10 feet in
breadth across the shoulders; but I believe one was seen 37 feet
long. They are all mere trunks, terminating at the hips, the arms
close to the side; the hands generally sculptured in low relief;
the head large, and the top of it cut off square, to enable it to
carry a large flat cylinder or crown; but we did not find any of
these in their places. The face is nearly always turned upward,
with a stolid severe expression, and the lower lip thrust forward.
The eye sockets are deeply hollowed; and although we could
!lot find any specimen, I believe that they were intended to be
filled with eyes of obsidian, in the same manner as the eyes of
the small wooden figures. The ears are always sculptured with
elongated lobes.
In some parts of the island, especially at Winnipu, the statues appear to have been placed on great platforms of roughly
hewn stones, of various sizes, but well fitted together without
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cement. Cook, in 1774, and La Perouse, in 1786, both mention
these platforms; and from engravings in the accounts of their
voyages, it would appear that some at least of the statues wore
the large crowns of reddish lava, which are still to be found lying about, but in no case, as far as I know, in their places. The
platform at Winnipu is about seventy feet long; and upon it had
been placed six statues, the largest nearly twenty feet high, but
they are all fallen, faces downward, and heads landwards. Some
of them seem to have been decorated with paintings of canoes,
and other rude figures, done in red, black, and white earths.
Skeletons and bones of human beings were strewed near this
platform, so it was probably one of the places of burial. Another
platform, about 100 yards south of this, is more ruined. Three
images used to stand upon it; and one of them, although fallen,
is still very perfect, lying with its face up, and head toward the
sea, and a crown, five feet in diameter, lies close to it. This
place is much overgrown with long rank grass. The statues on
these platforms vary in size even on the same platform, and they
generally appear to have faced inland, with their backs to the
sea. Not far distant is another statue of the same material as the
others, but forked at the top, and with some rude carvings,
which may be intended for human faces upon it, but it is much
weather worn l6 . There are several other platforms on the island,
but our stay was too short to admit of a thorough examination
of them. The stone of which the statues are made is evidently of
volcanic origin. It is of a greyish colour, is unequal in hardness,
and the specific gravity is nearly the same as that of granite.
About two miles east of Hanga Roa there is a small extinct
crater, quite dry, where there is a quarry of the red lava, of
which the crowns or hats were made 17 , Here there are still several, finished and unfinished; and on the slope outside the crater
lie about twenty of different sizes, which appear to have been in
the course of removal. They vary in size from more than ten
feet in diameter to less than five feet at the base, tapering
slightly towards the top.
The larger and more highly finished statue of the two
which were brought home in H.M.S. Topaze, and now in the
British Museum, was found in one of the underground houses at
the great crater Kau. The natives said that its name was Hoahaka-nana-ia I8 , and that of the house in which it as found Taura-renga. The back is covered with representations of birds and
paddles or rapas, and when discovered was painted white, and
the tracings in red. The face also was painted white; but in
transporting it to the beach, a distance of nearly 3 Y:z miles, and
afterwards rafting if off, the colour has almost entirely disappeared. Its height is 8 feet 9 inches, and weight nearly four tons.
When first discovered, it was buried up to the shoulders, and
there was no crown found near it. The smaller one was brought
from one of the old burying-grounds, at a place called Mataveri (the place of the centipede), by the natives. It is evidently
very old, and is much weather-beaten, and the style of sculpture
is inferior to the larger one. The natives called him Hoa Hava.
The implement used in carving these images was a long-shaped
hard stone, chisel-shaped at the end, and rounded at the other.
Only one has ever been found; it was brought home in H.M.S.
Topaze, and is now in the British Museum. The natives call it
"Tingi-tingi", from the sound which it makes in striking a hard

Rapa Nui Journal

substance.
We got in barter from the natives several small wooden
figures, from one to two feet in length, grotesquely carved, and
well finished. They are made from the wood of the toro-miro,
the only tools used being splinters of obsidian. The features
represent a man disembowelled and flayed, and the profile in
every case is aquiline in a marked degree, and totally unlike that
of the natives. The heads are in many cases adorned with carvings of birds, lizards, and in other grotesque figures, in low relief; and they all have eyes of obsidian, set in a ring of bone.
Both male and female figures have a tuft on the chin. The female figures are flatter, broader, and more rudely fmished. Besides these there were smaller grotesque figures of animals,
&c., --a man with a bird's head, lizards, &c. These all appeared
to be very old.
Ornaments of different sorts were also procured form the
natives. Head-dresses of feathers, either of sea-birds or of the
common cocks and hens, and of different designs. Some were
quite flat; in others the feathers stood at an angle, according to
the taste of the owner. Gorgets made of the toro-miro wood,
lunate in shape, having a head, similar to those of the wooden
images, carved at each end. Some of these were also shaped
like large fishes. These gorgets were worn by the man at their
dances, and seem to have been intended originally for use as
breastplates in war. The rapa or flat paddle with a blade at each
end, flourished in their hands while dancing. The patoo-patoo,
or short thick sword. Balls of wood, curiously carved into different shapes, as fishes' heads, turtle with human heads, &c. I
do not know how these were used. Their only weapons were the
spear and club; but they only use them on occasions of display
now. The spear-heads are made of obsidian, shaped like a half
moon, and attached to the shaft by stripes of tappa. The shaft is
generally made of the rib of the palm-leaf, and about 6 Y:z feet
long. They were thrown to great distances, and with remarkable
accuracy; but they were only used for wounding as a rule, and
the enemy was dispatched with a club. We saw very few spears.
The clubs, which are now carried by the chiefs as a symbol of
office, are about four feet long, slightly flattened, and bearing a
double-faced head at the upper end, the eyes of obsidian, and
the features flattened.
This notice is unavoidably imperfect, as our stay at the
island was so short; and I have not attempted to speculate upon
the great question, who were the authors of these gigantic statues, and for what purpose were they made? I must leave that to
abler and more learned men.
Since the paper was read, two of the spear heads of obsidian above referred to, have been presented to the Museum by
Lieut. Dundas. They will be acknowledged in the usual way in
the Donation List of the first meeting of next session, but for
convenience of reference they are described and figured here.
These curious stone implements are formed from flakes of
obsidian, and are somewhat of a semicircular shape, one side
being nearly flat, and the other more rounded. They have been
made by detaching a conchoidal fragment from the block, and
then breaking away the thick back from either side, thus leaving
a short handle-like projection from the centre of the straight
back. The face of the weapon is not worked, and retains the
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advantage of the ground, and extend quite to the edge of
the cliff. The vervain has no overrun them as to make it
difficult to plan and number them at a rapid visit. At the
end of this settlement, which is close to the gap whence the
lava escaped 24 , almost all the blocks of lava are more or
less sculptured 2S ; but, as they are weatherworn, and the
material perishable and overgrown, it is difficult to make
out the design - so much so that I made the coloured
sketch I sent you without perceiving at the time that one
represented a face, which quite startled me on looking at
my work. I wish I could have spent some hours, nay, the
whole night, up there, working away with my pencil; but at
3:40 was the last boat, and so duty' called me away from a
most interesting place."

original sharp, and somewhat ragged, edge of the flake. The
larger of the two spear heads, No. I, measures 3 'l2 inches in
length, from front to back and 3 ~ inches broad, from one edge
of the back to the other, being about three-quarters of an inch in
thickness at the back. The stem or handle-like projection by
which it was fixed to the shaft is a quarter of an inch long. The
smaller one measures 3 Y4 inches long, by 3 inches broad, and
fully half an inch thick at the back. The stem or tang is fully an
inch long.
Dr. J. A. Smith said the communication now read included
many subjects of interest; he would, however, only refer to the
curious ancient subterranean buildings, which seemed to bear a
great resemblance to some discovered in our own country. This
similarity had struck J. L. Palmer, Esq., another officer of H.M.
S. Topaze, so much, he having had an opportunity of examining
some of the ancient underground buildings found in Scotland,
that he has written a letter on the subject, which had been published in the Journal of the Ethnological Society of London for
January 1870, from which he might quote the following passages: --

Additional Note on Easter Island, on the
Discovery of Carved Planks of Toro-Miro Wood
By Lieut. Colin M. Dundas, R.N. Communicated by
Arthur Mitchell, M.D., Sec. S.A. Scot. 1872. Read at Edinburgh February 13, 1871. Proceedings of the Society of
Antiquaries ofScotland 1872. Vol. 9( 1): 116-118.

"Next day (Saturday) I proposed to go to the grottos I had
heard were up near the crater Te Rano Kau. I had heard
that it was a long uphill walk; but as our people had got the
images (four or five tons) thence, I though I might get up.
Judge of my surprise when I found that in all essential particulars they are just like 'Picts' houses' at Moss-gail, on
Sir J. Mathieson's estate, near Stornoway, in the Hebrides,
where, many years since, I had much pleasure in looking
over some of the most interesting remains (called Druidical) in Britain. The entrance to each house is very small
(20 inches medium), a kind of portal like a square drain
some 5 feet long, hollow underneath, and flagged, the drain
extending some feet outside, as in the Duns in Shetland,
and Carloway, in particular. This drain the guides said was
for the 'dead' (victims?). This entrance opened into a hall,
about fifteen paces long by five paces wide and 6 'h feet
high. I paced one large one: the side flags were three or
four feet high above; then came a series of fl~ish tiles of
stone, piled over like oyster-shells, and, for the roof, long
thin slags, the whole covered with earth; no stone pavement. There was a great deal of small periwinkle growing.
Opposite the entrances were rude mural paintings in red
ochre, usually of 'Rapas.' I cannot tell you the meaning of
this word, as no one could tell me; a thing like a double
paddle which they shake in the dance is also so called.
Overhead, on the tiling flags, were 'Aronies.'19 I was told
they were birds, but tradition does not say of what kind;
they have mostly the toucan bi1l 20, somewhat penguin
shaped body, but, in some cases, hands and feet (see Catherwood's 'Central America'). Some of the paintings were
recent enough, as I saw ships with rigging, horses, sheep 21;
some of them very old.
"The image Hoa-Hava Nana-Ta is the sacred image of this
place (there was no other there), so all the natives told me,
and I went into many barrows but found none. He also had
his back to the sea, and faced the crater 2 • I did not count
the number of the houses, but think there must be more
than a hundred 23 .. Some have one, some two chambers;
some, little chambers outside; all, their little blind drain for
the dead. The barrows are irregularly built so as to take
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Early in the present year the Chilian Government sent a
vessel of war, under the command of Captain Don Ignacio L.
Gana, to examine the island, and to report upon it. The main
features of his report correspond well with what we observed in
the Topaze in 1868, except that he reports the population to be
only 450 males and 150 females, a most lamentable decrease.
After describing the large stone statues, however, he
says-"Besides these works which so clearly denote an era of
advanced civilisation, we have other proofs well worth the attention of antiquarians. We have discovered three planks of toromiro wood, covered with magnificent hieroglyphics. Two of
these have gone to enrich our Museum at Santiago in Chili, and
the other was given to the Bishop of Tahiti to be sent to France.
This is the only island among the Polynesian group in which
such precious documents have been found, --documents which
once deciphered would throw a light upon the origin of the
original inhabitants of Oceanea and America. The natives know
nothing of the contents, nor have the least idea of their use."
Captain Garra describes in his report the character of the
hieroglyphics; but I have heard that they were probably to be
photographed, in order to send copies to England and elsewhere.
Dr. Arthur Mitchell said-I think that the Society should
express its indebtedness to Lieut. Dundas for this further communication regarding the very remarkable antiquities which exist on this little lonely island, and which is some respects are the
most remarkable in the world. When I remind you that in an island only thirty miles in circumference, and about 2000 miles on
every side from inhabited land, there should be found hundreds
of gigantic statues, varying from 8 to 39 feet in height, the truth
of this remark will be felt. Thanks to Lieut. Dundas, our Proceedings contain the best existing account of them.
There has been no speculation yet as to their origin. It is
improbable that they are the work of the present people, who are
in appearance, as well as in language and such customs as tatoo-
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and reed covered, with mere pools of water.
8At this date, the old name "Otu Iti" was still being used for Rano Raraku.
'7he stone houses at 'Orongo are not subterranean; some were built
into hillsides and may give the impression of being dug out of the
ground.
IORapa Iti is in the Austral Islands. There is no likelihood that the Rapanui settled from Rapa Iti.
IIAn early spelling for Vinapu.
I~is is an odd description of the bird-man cult, probably due to language problems.
13The Makemake face is considered to be the representation of the
"great and good spirit". These faces are found carved into the
rocks in many parts of the island, but are concentrated at the ceremonial site of 'Orongo.
14The largest statue is actually 65 feet long, still attached to the matrix
of the rock at the quarry at Rano Raraku.
ISWhich statues were standing at this date, and where on the south
coast, is not clear.
I~is columnar-shaped statue actually is carved from red scoria Its
double-heads were broken off sometime after the visit of the Topaze and are now lost. The statue represents a female figure. It is
said there were two of them, and they supported cadavers for the
process of desiccation. A drawing by Palmer of this statue can be
seen in Heyerdahl and Ferdon 1961: 73 (Figure 8).
17Puna Pau, where many of the pukLlo are still lying on the slopes outside the quarry.
18Steven R. Fischer has provided what appears to be an accurate translation of this name, as "stolen friend" See RNJ 1991, Vol. 5(4):
49-51
I~his likely is a misunderstanding of the word 'rona', often used to
indicate a carving or figure.
2~he beak of the frigate bird was the model for the birdman figure.
21We are unaware of any horses or sheep depicted in the paintings inside the houses.
22The statue had its back to the entrance and faced the back wall of the
house. While the crater is indeed in that direction, surely the unusual placement of the statue had nothing to do with the location
of the crater.
23There are 45 houses at Orongo, according to Mulloy (1997).
24Here the author refers to the south side of the crater, called Kari KarL
This is the result of erosion, not an outflow of lava.
2SMata Ngarau, famed for its petroglyph boulders.
26And here we see, at this early date, ethnocentric and diffusionist
thinking on this subject. Not just influence from South America is
suggested, but from some unknown peoples who "preceded"
them.

ing, closely allied to the Marquesans and Tahitians. Can it be
that they are the work of a preceding people, now extinct, who
came from the East and not from the West? - I mean from Peru
or Central America. We have some knowledge which makes it
fair to ask this question, but beyond the asking of it we do not
go. Stephens and Squier describe rude gigantic statues, not at all
unlike those in Easter Island, as existing in Central America,
which there is no reason for believing were made by a people
preceding, and altogether from, those who constitute the present
so-called aboriginal population. In Peru, again, Tschudi describes rude gigantic statues, which still more strongly resemble
those of Easter Island, and which he thinks were cut by men
who preceded the Incas 26 •
We do not know much of the flora and fauna of Easter Island. They have no four-footed animals except the rat; but we
do know that the flora and fauna of the Galapagos Islands are
closely related to that of the South American Continent, and
have not come from the Oceanic or Polynesian Islands.
There is one remark in Captain Gana's report which deserves notice. He says that these monuments denote an era of
advanced civilisation, but this is not, I think, a fair view of the
matter. They are gigantic but extremely rude, and they rather
reveal to us that they were made by a people capable of civilisation than by a people actually civilised-not a cultured people,
but a people capable of culture-potentiality rather than possession.
It is curious how differently prehistoric remains like these
are interpreted when looked at as marks of civilisation. I do not
know what civilisation exactly is; but I am sure that if these very
rude gigantic stone statues, made without metal tools, had been
found in our midst, that is, in the midst of a people who are understood to be in the front of civilisation, the interpretation
would have been exactly the reverse of that adopted by Captain
Garra, and they would be held to be evidence of a non-civilised,
and not of a civilised era. As regards our cairns, and brochs, and
hill-forts, this is exactly what is done, and the argument has been
often improperly used in enquiries into the state of primitive
man.
FOOTNOTES
IPalmer's observations appeared in the Journal of the Ethnological
Society of London (1869); the Royal Geographical Society Journal (1870), and the Literary and Philosophical Society of Liverpool Proceedings (1875).
2"Notice of Easter Island, its inhabitants, antiquities, and colossal statues." By Lieut. C. M. Dundas, R.N. Communicated by John
Stuart, Esq., LL.D. Sec. S. A. Scott. Read at Edinburgh, 14 February 1870. Proceedings of the Society of Antiquities of Scotland,
187\. Vol. 8(2):312-23.
3With thanks to Thomas Christopher for sending us a copy of this early
report.
"The correct botanical name for toromiro is Sophora toromiro.
sit is of interest that at this date palm stumps were still to be seen.
6lt is curious that the foundation stones (pa 'enga) were not noticed.
Dundas and others clearly appear to have entered some of the
houses as they comment upon the lack of partitions and furniture.
7The lake is some 20 meters deep. The floating mats of vegetation apparently led them to believe that the lake bottom was shallow, flat
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