
Near dawn, Max Yarawamai spotted two holes in the
clouds ahE-ad low on the horizon. Born and raised on the low
Micronesian atoll of Ulipi, Max's ability to see islands at great
distance is almost legend aboard Hokiile 'a . "I looked carefully
at the two holes on the horizon," Max explained later,
"Checking fIrst the one on the starboard side. I saw nothing
there so I switched to the puka on the port. I saw a hard flat sur
face there and I watched it carefully. Was it an island? The
shape didn't change! It was an island alright. We had found the
dot on the ocean."

The Hokiile'a will sail for Tahiti in November and to Ha
wai'i in December-January to be home for the 25th anniversary
of its launching March 8, 1975. Upon reaching Rapa Nui, the
Hokiile 'a has visited all of the major outposts of the Polyne
sians.

HAWAI'I

At the 17th Session of the Working Group on Indigenous Popu
lations, held in Geneva, the Hawaiian delegation reported to the
UN that "The foremost human and civil rights denied to Hawai
ians by the Untied States is that of self-determination". They
are seeking UN support for the sovereignty movement, and
wish to develop a separate system of self-government that in
corporates Hawaiian values and traditions.

Pacific News Bulletin, Vol. 14(8), for August

FIJI
LAPITA FIND IN FIJI! A decorated rim shard from a large pot was
discovered at Tiotio, on the west coast of Vanua Balavu in the
eastern group of islands of Fiji. The research team was led by
Patrick Nunn, Geography Department, University of the South
PacifIc, Suva. The offshore islands of Avea, Cikobia-Lau, Mu
nia, Manalata and Susui were also visited and pottery was col
lected from all of them. On Susui a dentate-stamped piece of
Lapita pottery was found. The site was probably established
around 2800 years ago, the same as on nearby Mago Island.

USP Bulletin. Vol. 32 (23). July 1999

THE PROBLEM OF PLASTIC LITTER vs the environment is a con
tinuing one in many island societies. In Fiji, plastic constitutes
5-8% ofthe waste that ends up in the dump. A study by the Fiji
Department of Environment has triggered a debate between the
private sector, government, and non-government organizations
about putting convenience ahead of the environment.

Pacific News Bulletin. Vol. 14(8). 1999

What'& New in Hangaroa
RESTORING LAND ON EASTER ISLAND. Local authorities are
planning to give more land to the islanders, but they are taking
it from the National Park...not from Vaitea. Filling a promise
made 9 years ago by former president Aylwin, 1,500 hectares of
land were restored to the Rapanui community on August 16, by
means of a lottery headed by governor Jacobo Hey Paoa.

The Polynesian settlers divided the 16 thousand 600 hec
tares of the Island, among the 18 tribes of the legendary king
Hotu Matu'a, 1500 years ago. They demarcated the territories
with landmarks (pipihoreko), that remain standing today, but

without their past authority.
Today, tribal organizations do not exist, and the only im

portant industry of the Island, tourism, advises that we maintain
important sectors of the island as uninhabited, especially those
that are part of the Rapa Nui National Park, where are concen
trated most of the famous monumental archaeology that
UNESCO declared as a World Heritage site in 1996.

However, there remains a great yearning of the islanders
to be proprietors of lands that in 1933 became state property
when an English company leased cattle rights in the Island. A,
great part of land was usurped from the islanders by a French
colonist in the last century, before incorporation of the Island
into Chilean Sovereignty.

The Provincial Governor, Jacobo Hey, announced at
Hanga Roa's gym, Koro Paina Kori, a long awaited act: the
restitution of 1.500 hectares of land to the Rapanui. That is 5
hectare-sized farms to be distributed among some 280 previ
ously-selected islanders. The historical act of distribution was
carried out by means of a lottery (bingo), countersigned by the
notary of the Island.

It was a sober act, because it was expected that there
would be a protest from dissident groups that were recently de
feated in an election carried out in the Rapa Nui Elder's Coun
cil, because they reject any interference of the state of Chile in
land issues. But dissidents didn't go to the gym. A youth who
tried to interrupt the governor's speech was silenced by the ap
plause the governor received from the almost 350 islanders who
were there.

This way, the habit of former governments of giving lands
to the marriages was brought back. This time, however, the de
cision of restoring lands was taken by the government together
with the Rapanui people, through the so-called Commission of
Development of Easter Island, created by the Indigenous peo
ples' law of Chile.

This Commission, a kind of Assembly of the Island, is
meant to institutionalize the participation of the islanders for
making important decisions for the island. It is composed of the
provincial governor, the mayor, six representatives of state or
ganisms, and the six elected representatives of the people.

In the near future, it's hoped there will be further restora
tion of more hectares to satisfY the demand for land. The last
available land corresponds to the large Vaitea farm, adminis
tered by Sasipa Ltda, and those of the Rapa Nui National Park.
The law forbids the selling of land to foreigners, including con
tinental Chileans. Even the Rapa Nui Elders' Council is de
manding a way to prevent the newly restored lands to be sold
between islanders themselves.

Juan Soler Hotus

TELEMEDICINE NEEDED FOR THE ISLAND. Following the death of
a medical patient who was transferred from Easter Island to the
continent, the local head of the health department, German Daz
zarola, brought up the subject of having a telemedicine system
connecting the hospital at Hanga Roa with more specialized
medical centers. He has been in contact with a Chilean health
professional living in Spain who has talked with the company
that developed this system. "The project is fInanced by the EC
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in a cooperative venture. I hope that we can implement it this
year because Easter Island really needs telemedicine," said
Dazzarola. It will permit a doctor at the Hanga Roa hospital to
make audiovisual contact with specialists when there are com
plicated cases to be resolved and diagnostics are needed.

El Mercurio de Valparaiso 23 August 1999

THE TAPATI FESTIVAL CASE. The Court of Appeals of Val
paraiso will pronounce on a verdict handed down by the First
Crime Justice Maria Angelica Rios for fraud against the Gov
ernment by 6 ex-members of the regional government, headed
by ex-Intendente Hardy Knittel in the Rapa Nui Tapati Fiesta
case. The investigation began in 1997 over irregularities in the
payment of 23 million pesos (US$44,OOO) for the construction
of movable scenery for the Tapati fiesta. Other irregularities
are 11.7 million pesos (US$22,500) for travel expenses to Men
doza, Argentina, for a performance. The decision was appealed.

El Mercurio de Valparaiso 2 September 1999

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE PROMISES AID TO THE ISLAND. One
of the two major candidates for president in Chile [elections on
December 12th this year] is center-rightist Joaquin Lavin, the
smiling ex-mayor of Las Condes. Lavin promised to help over
come the isolation and bureaucracy that the inhabitants of
Easter Island suffer in many of their basic services. During his
visit to the island, Lavin, inspected the school and the hospital
where he said the transferring patients to the continent should
be eliminated. Locals said that often a patient urgently sent to
Santiago ends up in Valparaiso because of the administrative
dependency of the island. Lavin said his trip was not to help his
campaign since, with only 3000 inhabitants, it would not affect
the outcome. The Mayor of Easter Island stated that "I cannot
vote for Lavin because I am a person of my word and I am stay
ing with the Concertacion [the party that is supporting Ricardo
Lagos]." But he thanked Lavin for the support he is offering
and wishes him luck: "Lavin is a good friend of Rapa Nui." The
other main candidate is Ricardo Lagos, the leftist and former
Minister of Public Works, and a Ph.D. in Economics from
Duke University. The latest poll shows them in a dead heat.

El Mercurio de Valparaiso 4 September 1999

THE SHIPPING SCRAMBLE FOR THE SUBSIDY. Island impresario
Orlando Paoa recently bought the ship Prams Kunti, re
baptized it Orlando II and asked for government subsidies to
use both of his freighters to send supplies to the island. The
shipping companies are vying for the 107 million pesos (US
$202,000) of government subsidy. At this moment, Paoa's other
ship Hotu Matua is under repair after striking rocks on the
north shore of Easter Island. But another company, Transportes
Maritimos Miramar, asked for the subsidy although their ship,
the Saint Jeremy (formerly called Araki) is being kept in port
because of unpaid debts. The ship returned from Easter Island
bringing 16 crew members who had been stuck on the island
owing to unpaid salaries for the past 4 to 6 months, according
to their families in Valparaiso. The third company is Yelcho
with the Patriarche

Legal action was taken against the regional secretary by

Yelcho and Miramar who claimed prejudiced. As for the Saint
Jeremy, its company still has debts to pay (10 million pesos or
US$19,000) and was eliminated from consideration. The Patri
arche was allowed to sail with a temporary permit until the pro
cess of inscription was competed. The representative ofYelcho,
Alejandro Oliva, said that the Orlando II lacks the requisites for
giving supply service to the island. Also he said that the pro
posal dealt with a "non-existent ship" since the Prams Kunti
could not be legally renamed the Orlando II until after the ship
was certified.

Despite all the infighting, it seems that Patriarche will be
the supply ship. While waiting for the regional secretary of the
Ministry of Transport to announce a new hearing, the company
Mar Express (with Patriarche) announced that it will make
voyages every month and a half starting on the lOth of October.
It will take some 900 tons of merchandise. Meanwhile, the
other two companies are unable to make voyages

El Mercurio de Valparaiso 20 September -6 October 1999

HAMBURG EXHIBIT
ISLANDERS WILL CARVE A MOAI IN HAMBURG ~USEUM. Four
giant pieces of volcanic stone from Easter Island were shipped
to Hamburg, Germany, where they will be carved in the Volker
kunde Museum by five island artists, specialists in that kind of
work. This artisan exhibit will be part of the activities put on by
ProChile V Region to promote the products of the businesses of
the region. The regional director of ProChile commented that
this activity is being developed via the program "El Mercado de
los Pueblos" in which different ethnic groups of all countries
participate, with the goal of advertising cultural and economic
themes, especially those relating to art and tourism.

The moai will be three meters tall and will be donated to
the museum. ProChile has been working with Easter Island im
presarios since 1997.

El Mercurio de Valparaiso 18 September 1999

~hort Notes from our 14aders

About Rapa Nui Sculptures*

Professor Joiio Vicente Ganzarolli de Oliveira, Ph.D.
Fine Arts School, Federal University ofRio de Janeiro

CONSIDERING ART AS A' UNIVERSAL, thus necessary, form of
expression for men, it is interesting to notice how rare it is to
find a society with a homogeneous development in all of its
branches. Indeed, Italy, located in the middle of the Mediterra
nean Sea and principal heir of the great civilizations of Antiq
uity, represents an almost unique phenomenon-since art re
quires not only specialized skills and proper material, but also,
in most cases, cultural interchange. Comparing this privileged
situation bestowed by geography and history to the birthplace
of Dante, Leonardo and Vivaldi, we find an opposite example
in the little portion of land of Rapa Nui: the most remote human
haven on Earth, ignored by the western world until its discover
ing by the Dutch Admiral Jacob Roggeeven and his crew on
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