
Moai 'bi9htin9~

MUST BE SOMETHING IN THE WATER! Moai have been appearing
in magazines, advertisements, and cartoons with astonishing
regularity. Many of the cartoons deal with the connection be
tween Easter and Easter Island, thus we are treated to statues
and Easter bunnies, statues and Easter eggs, etc. There was
even an Easter Island "Easter Buffet" advertised in the New
York Times "Dining" section (for a restaurant in New Jersey). It
shows three statues and an ad for a grand Easter buffet that in
cluded a menu that would delight the heart of any Rapanui is
lander: smoked fish, sirloin, roast pork, roast lamb, baked fish
and chicken.

This large maai with Neanderthal-like brow ridges was spot
ted at Smith Botanical Gardens, Wailua, Kaua'i. Photo by K. T.
Hunter.

What'~ Ne.~ at the. I'on - Ti~i Mu~e.um

OSLO
A No BARRIERS SEMINAR, dedicated to Dr Christopher Steven
son Director of Obsidian Dating Laboratory, Archaeological
Services Consultants, Columbus Ohio; and Sonia Haoa, Ar
chaeologist and Director of Fundaci6n Isla de Pascua, Easter
Island, was held at the Kon-Tiki Museum on 28 April. A grant
was awarded to Stevenson who received it from the hands of
Thor Heyerdahl. Following the ceremony, a No Barriers Semi
nar, named titled "Archaeology, Agriculture and Identity" was
held. The following papers were presented:

"Diminishing Agricultural Production and the Collapse of
Easter Island Ranked Society" by Dr. Christopher Stevenson
and Sonia Haoa;

"Paleobotanical Investigations as a Foundation for the
Creation of an Archaeobotanical Garden on Easter Island" by
Sonia Haoa;

"The Importance of Cross-disciplinary Collaboration in
Re-construction of the Human Past. With focus on Ethnobo
tany" by Dr. Thor Heyerdahl, The Kon-Tiki Museum.

"Taro Irrigation, Arboriculture and Stratified Polities in
the 'Melanesian Heartland': Evidence from Precolonial New
Georgia" by Dr. Edyard Hviding, Department of Social Anthro
pology, University of Bergen, Norway;
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"The Sweet Potato in Pacific Context. Sweet and Soft, but
Still a 'Hard Fact' by Dr. Paul Wallin, The Kon-Tiki Museum,
Institute for Pacific Archaeology and Cultural History, Oslo,
Norway;

"Cultivating an Identity. Horticulture and Social Space in
the Hanatekua Valley, Hiva Oa, Marquesas Islands" by Reidar
Solsvik, Department of Archaeology, University of Bergen,
Norway; and

"Roots of Precedence. Yam Cultivation and Leadership in
Pre-Christian Tonga" by Dr. Arne Aleksej Penninow, Depart
ment of Social Anthropology, University of Trondheim, Nor
way.

The Seminar Leader was Dr. Helene Martinsson-Wallin
Curator, The Kon-Tiki Museum. Institute for Pacific Archae~
ology and Cultural History, Oslo, Norway. The Seminar was
conducted in collaboration with the main sponsor Telenor, The
Norwegian Telecommunication Company.

What'~ Ne.~ in the. U'bA
AN EXHIBIT ABOUT EASTER ISLAND was held in New York at
the American Museum of Natural History from 3-16 May,
1999. Titled Easter Island: Legacies of a People, Masters of
Stone, it was held in conjunction with the Consulate of Chile in
New York, ProChile, the Chilean Trade Commission, the Of
fice of the Mayor of Easter Island, and the Chilean Cultural
Foundation. This exposition was to show US businessmen alter
natives for tourist investment.

A demonstration of moai carving was scheduled on the
first floor of the Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Hall where four
artists from the island, Pedro Pakarati Araki, Pablo Hereveri
Teao, Bene Aukara Tuki, and Esteban Pakarati carved a 9 foot
moai from volcanic rock shipped to New York from the island.
A dance group, Riu Hoko Rapa Nui, performed with chants and
dances, and kaikai. The same group held a dance and music
workshop on one weekend, and one lecture demonstrated how
artists carve small figures of stone. This was followed by a
demonstration of body painting. A lecture series completed the
programs, and included John Loret discussing Heyerdahl's
work, John Tanacredi discussing the preservation strategies of
the national park; Sergio Rapu lectured on archaeology and
ecology, and E. Blain Cliver discussed the use of photogram
metry to record the rock art at 'Orongo

THE MOAJ DE LA PAZ is on its way to Epcot Center in Orlando,
Florida, where it will be on display for a millennium celebra
tion. This moai, sculpted in 1990 by a group of young islanders,
has been to Tahiti, New Caledonia, Paris, and Lisbon.

What'~ Ne.~ in VO\1ne.~ia

THE BIG ISLAND VOYAGING CANOE Makali'i sailed from Chuuk
Lagoon to Satawal on its most important leg of its Micronesian
voyage. Satawal is the home of the great Polynesian navigator
Mau Piailug who taught Hawaiians the ancient skill of celestial
navigation 25 years ago, and who was instrumental in the re
vival of celestial navigation among Polynesian peoples. Piailug
was asked by anthropologist Ben Finney to navigate the
Hokule'a, the frrst voyaging canoe built in Hawai'i. Piailug re-
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ceived an honorary doctorate from the University of Hawai'i in
recognition of his help in preserving traditional knowledge. Nai
noa Thompson studied under Piailug, and is now the navigator

of the H6kule 'a.
Herb Kane, Hawaiian historian and artist, stated that the

canoe"... lies at the heart of the cultural web. It exemplifies the
qualities that our ancestors had, qualities of resourcefulness, in
telligence and courage. In a very quiet way it reminds us that we
must emulate those qualities today." For the last voyage of this

millennium, the Hokule 'a will sail to Rapa Nui, thus completing

its Polynesian journeys.
Honolulu Star Bulletin, 19 April 1999

RESEARCH BY AUSTRALIA'S Commonwealth Scientific and In
dustrial Research Organization (CSIRO) shows that rising emis
sions from industry and vehicles will result in a 5-12 em sea
level rise that will peak around 2020-2025. Hundreds of small
islands and their biodiversity will be at risk in coming years.
The report noted an urgent need for action, stating that small
islands are in the front line, and the longer the delay in curtailing
emissions, the greater the risk.

Bulletin ofthe University ofthe South Pacific. Vol. 32(5) 1999

>

NEWS OF THE WEIRD DEPARTMENT: Another intrepid sailor is at
it. Kenichi Horie of Osaka, Japan, is headed toward Honolulu
from San Francisco and then on to Japan in a sailboat made
from beer barrels. The 60 year old adventurer is sailing alone
and his progress can be tracked on <http:///www.malts-mermaid.
coml>

Honolulu Star-Bulletin, 2 April, 1999

As FOR THE MATARANGI #2, Kitin Munoz' second attempt to
sail a reed boat across the Pacific, it reached the Marquesas
from Arica after 3 months, but just barely. Half of the boat had
to be cut away due to deterioration of the reeds. At least, on this
trip, the boat didn't sink at sea (see RNJ 11(2):96).

TAHITI
DESPITE THE END OF NUCLEAR TESTING on Moruroa and Fanga
taufa atolls in 1996, Moruroa remains a protected zone for na
tional defense, meaning that French Foreign Legionnaires have
the right to use frrearms to protect the test facility. Fangataufa is
only under ordinary law so French troops do not have the right
to shoot intruders. Journalists visiting the atoll recently were
told that the major threat is geo-mechanical: a part of the atoll is
subsiding. They were fed with imported food and water from
France. According to local military, no one touches the fish, nor
even a single coconut. The French State was supposed to return
Moruroa and Fangataufa to territorial government control a~r
the testing ceased, but no one in Tahiti is in a hurry to reclaim
these islands.

Pacific News Bulletin 14(3), 1999

HAWAI'I

THE HOKULE'A was put into dry dock early this spring to pre

pare for the long sea voyage to Easter Island. She was carefully
checked for any defects that could cause a problem, and several
miles of lashings were replaced. The entire canoe is lashed to-

gether-no nails, bolts or screws. This replica of a Polynesian
sailing canoe will depart Hawai'i in June and sail for Easter Is
land. The precise time of arrival is not known as much depends
upon the weather and the ability of the navigator to find tiny
Rapa Nui. The Hokule'a will also sail to the Marquesas, Tua

motus, and Tahiti before returning to Hawai'i.

What'f» New in Hangaroa
THE OFFICES OF THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT of Easter

Island were occupied on 26 March by members of the Consejo
de Ancianos #2 in protest against an election organized by CO
NADI (National Commission of Indigenous Development).
About 20 protestors occupied the offices, and erected Rapanui
flags and signs with slogans opposing the central government.
Police posted themselves outside the entrance to prevent further
disorder. Governor Hey was away on vacation at the time.

The president of the Consejo de Ancianos #2, Mario Tuki,
said that the purpose of the occupation was to demand a more
democratic election for president of the Consejo de Ancianos,
set for April 25. Protestors argued that the election should be by
secret vote. Of special concern was the "traditional survey" that
permits a Rapanui to express opinions about the President of the
Consejo de Ancianos in a special book when registering for the
election.

On April Ist, ten protesters burned the electoral registry in
the offices of CONADI in which were the names of 407 Rapa
nui over the age of 18 (out of a possible total of 800). According
to CONADI, the lost names were re-inscribed quickly so the
electoral process could continue as scheduled. Five Rapanui
became a part of CONADI, permitting their participation in the
administration of the island. CONADI denounced the vandalism
before the tribunals ofjustice, but there were no arrests.

Since the disturbances and the fire, opinions about the
President of the Consejo were kept in a sealed envelope. The
island community remained calm following the incidents, wait
ing for the vote that could be historic for the solution of internal
conflicts surrounding the two Consejo de Ancianos groups, and
that has gone on for more than five years.

On April 7, Alberto Hotus Chavez was ratified as president
of the Consejo de Ancianos Rapanui. He received 407 votes
from the native corrimunity, more than the president of the dissi
dent faction, Matias Riroroko, who received 332 votes. In a cli
mate of great tension, the representatives of those two candi
dates presented the vote count in the salon of the Municipalidad
of Isla de Pascua before the presence of an attorney from CO
NADI and other functionaries on the Island.

And so doubts were removed about who will be the Presi
dent of the Consejo de Ancianos, serving on the "Development
Commission of Isla de Pascua." Created especially for the Is
land by the Ley lndigena, the Commission will be a unit of the
Island Assembly (as exists on other Polynesian islands) enabling
Islanders to participate in making important decisions on the
island.

EI Mercurio de Valparaiso, 6 April 1999

The Commission of Development, CONADI, was created
by the Ley lndigena, and has 14 members: The Provincial Gov
ernor; the Mayor; representatives of State Institutions (6); and
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