
The site of the search was in a rugged sector some 200
meters up on the northeast coast of Puerto Ingles. Keiser was
quoted as saying that the possibility of fmding the treasure in
that place was 99% certain. Citing information received from
Keiser, the mayor said that fabulous riches would be found
some 5 to 6 meters below the surface, and they expected to fmd
". .. a little more than 1,300 kilograms of gold and precious
stones equivalent to H.8 million dollars. The value of this
would be sufficient to pay a third of Chile's external debt or to
compensate in part for the commercial damage that the Asian
financial crisis has caused."

Plans were being made to spend the money: the foreign
mission would get 25% of the sum after Chilean experts se
lected the pieces of greatest historic or archaeological value up
to 75% of the total, according to the law of National Monu
ments. The island's municipality with its 700 islanders, would
profit from tourist activity, a proposed museum, and by selling
souvenirs plus the right to film and photograph. The island's
mayor was on site every day along with Keiser, the representa
tive of CONAF, Ivan Leiva, and police to guard the area.

Keiser (who described himself as a self-taught historian)
was interviewed for the newspapers. He stated that he was cer
tain that they had found the right place, according to documen
tation in foreign archives, and he estimated the treasure and the
discovery to be equal that of the Inca or Egyptian ruins: a chest
full of gold plus a gold rose and an emerald necklace. After
studying the case, the Consejo de Monumentos Nacionales gave
authorization to carry out the work, informing him that the State
keeps 75% of what is found and he keeps 25%.

At this point, the governor of Valparaiso, Luis Bork, in
spected the project, accompanied by the Commander of the 1st
Naval Zone, Vice Admiral Eduardo Schnaidt Parker, and the
Maritime governor of Valpariaso, Captain Bernel Badilla. Bork
stated that Keiser's work was very serious and they were in the
presence of a discovery of great historic and archaeological
relevance.

£1 Mercun'o de Valparaiso (13th November) continued its
coverage, including rumors that "a scientific mission from the
USA arrived on the island two years ago and with modem
equipment connected to a satellite detected an enormous treas
ure of gold ingots of immense value." The article claimed that
11 professionals, North Americans and Chileans, were in
volved. Speculation continued for several more days, postulat
ing upon sources for the treasure: an 18th century Spanish no
ble, named Juan Uribe y Echeverria, said to have buried 6 mil
lion gold pesos that were part of tribute from the Viceroyalty.
Others hypothesized that it was the booty of English pirates
from the 17th and 18th centuries, such as the buccaneer Bar
toleme ShafJ>' who sacked a number of places in Chile and Peru
in the 1680s.

Finally, the excavation hit bedrock, bottomed out, and
nothing was found. The Gobernaci6n Maritima of Valparaiso
approved a new application by Keiser to work on the beach in
the sector of Puerto Ingles. A three-month permit was given to
excavate in 100 square meters of the beach, but local resi
dents-claiming that they are the fourth poorest community in
Chile-demanded a handsome cut of anything recovered. By
the end of February nothing had been found and Keiser aban-

doned his search. Dreams of glory faded. A pirate's tale that
seemed perfect for a Harrison Ford movie was quietly dropped:

The islanders of Juan Fernandez were described as experi
encing the full range of emotions - " ... from Heaven back to
Earth".

What'f> Ne.'" in VO\1ne.f>ia
CHANGING CLIMATE AND RISING WATER. Global warming

is impactingJow atolls in the Pacific. Rising sea levels are seep
ing into the soil in low-lying areas, making it too salty to grow
taro. Some motu have been swamped: in Kiribati, the motu of
Tebua Tarawa has disappeared, and other atolls are being aban
doned in favor of higher islands. Kiribati has begun a resettle
ment program, as has Niue. A corollary of rising water is seen
in higher sea temperatures. One report states that a large propor
tion of the world's coral has died this year.

Pacific News Bulletin, 13(11) November 1998

THAT SINKING FEELING. In our September issue, Vol.
12:3, p. 86-87, we commented upon an adventurer, Gene Sa
voy, attempting to prove a diffusionist theory by sailing around
the world in a replica of an ancient sailing vessel. The Grand
Ophir Sea Expedition was on the second leg of a seven-year
voyage. After making repairs in Honolulu, Savoy and his crew
sailed onward into the sunset on the Feathered Serpent III,
heading for Australia. However, the ship went down only 14
days out from Honolulu. Made of Peruvian mahogany, the dou
ble-hulled ship' disintegrated and sank 500 miles southeast of
Christmas Island. After floating in life rafts for 24 hours, Savoy
and his crew of six were rescued by a passing cargo ship. Savoy
stated that this will not interrupt his around-the-world expedi
tion. Despite this latest disaster, he intends to construct another
ship and press onward. Savoy had to abandon another vessel in
1969: a totora reed raft caught in heavy seas off the coast of
Columbia.

UNIVERSITY OF THE SOU1H PACIFIC scientists, along with
local environmental·organization SPACHEE, have been work
ing in eight villages to assist with problems of marine resource
depletion. The villages are testing the effectiveness of declaring
tabu areas.

USP Bulletin, 31(35) October 1998

A WORKSHOP OF THE START-Oceania program at USP
discussed environment, economic development and poverty as
linked problems. It was emphasized that global environment
change was social and not only an economic or environmental
issue. The goal is sustainable development, but implementing
this concept is difficult and depends upon changing patterns of
production and consumption.

USP Bulletin, 31(32) October 1998

PITCAIRN
A SEARCH 'FOR THE HISTORY OF THE·.BVUNTYis underway,

as reported in The Pitcairn Miscellany for August 1998. Nigel
Erskine is leading a team searching for what remains of the
ship. The Bounty was burned and sunk, but Erskine believed
that some materials were salvageable. The team includes the
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Maritime Archaeologist for Tasmania, Mike Nash; the Senior
Conservator from the Western Australian Maritime Museum,
John Carpenter; an archaeologist from James Cook University;
and Erskine. The Bounty project will involve searching and
mapping out artifact clusters in Bounty Bay. A further stage of
the expedition involves digging at sites associated with the
original settlement. One area of concern for the study is to de
termine the items taken off the Bounty. What did the fIrst set
tlers believe important to start a settlement, and what did they
discard with the Bounty? The recovered artifacts will be com
pared with those of the ship Pandora, formerly studied by Er
skine. The Pandora was wrecked on the Great Barrier Reef.

By November, musket balls, cannon balls, copper nails,
bronze fIttings were retrieved; the Bounty cannon has not yet
been brought up, but may be salvaged before the project ends.

The Pitcaim Miscellany 41(11): November 1998

THE RAT ERADICAnON PROGRAM on Pitcairn seems to be
a success. Wildlife Management International Limited is in
charge of this project. Their usual task is to restore islands in
order to maintain the ecological values of plants and animals;
this is the fIrst time they have eradicated rats to benefIt people.
Already some birds are nesting successfully due to the absence
of rats and feral cats.

The Pitcaim Miscellany 41(9) September 1998
TAHITI

THREE YEARS AFfER THE PROTESTS AND RIOTS that
marked the resumption of nuclear testing, 64 people were
tried, and 33 were released without penalty. Others were fined
or given suspended sentences. Hiro Tefaarere was given the
heaviest penalty: three years in prison and suspension of his
political rights for fIve years. His deputy also received two
years in prison. According to Tahiti Pacifique magazine, testi
mony indicated that the riots were provoked by police and
forces close to President Gaston Plosse. The media reported
that some of the charges were against peaceful protestors,
while many persons involved in arson and looting were not
charged. Prosecution witnesses were shown to have connec
tions to Plosse or his party. The trial came at a time when po
litical changes are occurring in French Polynesia, but the call
for self-determination and independence continues.

Pacific News Bulletin 13(10),1998

French Polynesia's President Gaston Plosse has been in
Paris to meet with Jacques Chirac and others, seeking assur
ances that France will change French Polynesia's status from
an overseas territory to a French overseas "country" thus mak-

•ing self-government possible.
Pacific News Bulletin 13(12), 1998

NEW ZEALAND
DNA STUDIES AT MASSEY UNIVERSITY (Wellington)

confIrm the oral history of the Maori. New Zealand was the
last large landmass to be settled. Archaeological evidence sug
gests that the fIrst residents arrived a mere 800 years ago and
that they came from the Society or Marquesas Islands. Maori
traditions say that their ancestors were not accidental migrants,
but deliberately set sail for New Zealand in a fleet of eight to

ten canoes, and probably arrived some time in December.
Various academics disagree and some suggest that New Zea
land was settled by anything from a few castaways in a single
canoe to 500 settlers arriving over the course of several gen
erations.

To resolve the debate, Rosalind Murray-McIntosh and
her colleagues at Massey University studied the DNA of a
group of modern Maori. They looked at DNA from their sub
jects' mitochondria (the energy-generating components of
cells, with their own genes, separate from those in the cell nu
cleus). Mitochondrial DNA contains a region that is particu
larly prone to mutation, and this allows a relationship between
living people to be worked out by looking at which mutations
they have in common.

The mitochondrial DNA from 54 women was examined.
Only four different sequences in the mutation-prone region
were found, in contrast to the 11 sequences that exist among
residents of eastern Polynesia.

Dr Murray-McIntosh created hypothetical sets of ances
tor groups, each with a different random selection of mito
chondrial DNA from eastern Polynesia. She then made a com
puter model for the growth of these populations over 30 gen
erations (corresponding to the 800 years of human habitation).
By varying the size of the starting group, she was able to test
what number of ancestors was most likely to have given rise to
the genetic pattern seen today.

According to the calculations, the founding group of set
tlers contained between 50 and 100 women, with 70 being the
most likely number. Because mitochondrial DNA, unlike nu
clear DNA, is passed only from mother to offspring, it gives
no direct evidence for the number of men. But presumably
there were at least 150 individuals in the founding group. The
sea-going canoes of the Polynesians could accommodate ten to
20 people each, so this estimate suggests that the ancestors of
the Maori may well have arrived in the legendary eight to ten
canoes.

HAWAI'I
CLOSING THE TRIANGLE. Nainoa Thompson has returned

to Hawai'i from Rapa Nui where he spent two weeks studying
the stars in preparation for the voyage of the HokuJe 'a to
Easter Island. The Polynesian Voyaging Society is totally fo
cused on the trip scheduled for next summer. Also involved is
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration and Ha
wai'i's Department of Education. The trip will be the comple
tion of 100,000 miles of voyaging in 25 years. Thompson is
Hawai'i's fIrst traditional navigator in 600 years and is closely
associated with the rebirth of the Hawaiian ancient voyaging
traditions.

A crew of a dozen will sail the HokuJe 'a, leaving Hawai'i
in June; the society wants to use the voyage to bring closure to
HokuJe 'a's 25 year odyssey that began when it was launched
off 'Oahu in 1975.

The HokuJe 'a is currently moored at Honolulu harbor
and the navigator and crew will train for the trip until Febru
ary, after which the HoJuke 'a goes into dry dock to prepare for
the voyage. According to the schedule, the ship will sail June 1
from Hilo, for Nuku Hiva. From there, they will sail south to
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rents and winds to reach Rapa Nui. Thompson is quoted as say
ing, "We could arrive on a dark and rainy night and might sail
past it." And, "The more we start to try to figure out the best
strategy, the more difficult it is." The Hokule 'a will stay one
month on Rapa Nui before heading to Tahiti. If all goes well, it
will return to Hawai'i in January of 2000.

The Polynesian Voyaging Society has developed a major
educational focus for the voyage and hopes to reach 100,000
students through various projects that relate to the trip. Plans
include a virtual voyage to follow the Hokule 'a in the class
room, with a web site focusing on the history and traditions of
navigation and sailing strategies. The society hopes to line up
programs with National Geographic and Discovery Channel.

The Honolulu AdveItiser; November 22 and 26, 1998

What's New in Hangaroa
MEMBERS OF CONSEJO #2 have been working with CO

NAF head, Jose Miguel Ramirez, to build pircas (stone walls)
around some of the sites to restrict entry of vehicles. So far,
Vaihu and part of Ahu Poukura have been enclosed. Walls are
being constructed at Hanga Te'e and the complex at Ura
Uranga Te MahinaJAkahanga. The pircas will keep out vehicles
and some animals, but there is a worry that the walls will make
it difficult for elderly visitors as a longer walk is now necessary.
Formerly, vehicles could drive directly into many of the sites.

SPEED BUMPS (called lama de taro) are being installed by

Azul Tahai is new health food-juice bar on the main street,
of Atamu Tekena street (formerly called Policarpo Taro), next
door to How Matua's Favorite Shoppe.

Hotu Matua's Favorite Shoppe has a new and expanded
location, next door to the old store.

Remember the old gas station? Times have changed. Jua
. nita Edmunds shows off his modem up-to-date gas station that
features a mini-mart.

Another new structure, this one at the airport, is being con
structed to house the airport fire engine and other equipment.

the Municipalidad on the towns unpaved roads in an effort to
slow down traffic, particularly taxis. About a dozen speed
bumps are now in place. These appeared at a good time, as peo
ple were placing larger and larger rocks in intricate patterns in
the road to discourage speeding-making the roads very dan-
gerous, particularly at night. .

THE FIRST ECOLOGICAL self-composting toilets now are in
place at Tahai and more are on order and will be installed at
'Anakena and Tongariki. The toilet at Tahai is near a conces
sion stand run by a local family who will also be in charge of
the new facility.

A HYDROPLANE was delivered to the island, to be used for
air/sea rescues near the island. Commander-in-Chief Rojas of
the Chilean Air Force inaugurated the air rescue center, arriving
in a Gulfstream jet piloted by Rojas himself. Other happenings
at the airport include terminal expansion, a new luggage belt
and a new SEI (fire extinguishing service) building. The under
ground electric net for the airstrip illumination system will be
renewed as well as the energy sources for emergency and radio
systems.

IN JANUARY, THE RlV A7LANTIS arrived with the sub
mersible ALVIN. They stopped to drop off one researcher who
had a family emergency and one of the cooks (much to the de-
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