
rents and winds to reach Rapa Nui. Thompson is quoted as say
ing, "We could arrive on a dark and rainy night and might sail
past it." And, "The more we start to try to figure out the best
strategy, the more difficult it is." The Hokule 'a will stay one
month on Rapa Nui before heading to Tahiti. If all goes well, it
will return to Hawai'i in January of 2000.

The Polynesian Voyaging Society has developed a major
educational focus for the voyage and hopes to reach 100,000
students through various projects that relate to the trip. Plans
include a virtual voyage to follow the Hokule 'a in the class
room, with a web site focusing on the history and traditions of
navigation and sailing strategies. The society hopes to line up
programs with National Geographic and Discovery Channel.

The Honolulu AdveItiser; November 22 and 26, 1998

What's New in Hangaroa
MEMBERS OF CONSEJO #2 have been working with CO

NAF head, Jose Miguel Ramirez, to build pircas (stone walls)
around some of the sites to restrict entry of vehicles. So far,
Vaihu and part of Ahu Poukura have been enclosed. Walls are
being constructed at Hanga Te'e and the complex at Ura
Uranga Te MahinaJAkahanga. The pircas will keep out vehicles
and some animals, but there is a worry that the walls will make
it difficult for elderly visitors as a longer walk is now necessary.
Formerly, vehicles could drive directly into many of the sites.

SPEED BUMPS (called lama de taro) are being installed by

Azul Tahai is new health food-juice bar on the main street,
of Atamu Tekena street (formerly called Policarpo Taro), next
door to How Matua's Favorite Shoppe.

Hotu Matua's Favorite Shoppe has a new and expanded
location, next door to the old store.

Remember the old gas station? Times have changed. Jua
. nita Edmunds shows off his modem up-to-date gas station that
features a mini-mart.

Another new structure, this one at the airport, is being con
structed to house the airport fire engine and other equipment.

the Municipalidad on the towns unpaved roads in an effort to
slow down traffic, particularly taxis. About a dozen speed
bumps are now in place. These appeared at a good time, as peo
ple were placing larger and larger rocks in intricate patterns in
the road to discourage speeding-making the roads very dan-
gerous, particularly at night. .

THE FIRST ECOLOGICAL self-composting toilets now are in
place at Tahai and more are on order and will be installed at
'Anakena and Tongariki. The toilet at Tahai is near a conces
sion stand run by a local family who will also be in charge of
the new facility.

A HYDROPLANE was delivered to the island, to be used for
air/sea rescues near the island. Commander-in-Chief Rojas of
the Chilean Air Force inaugurated the air rescue center, arriving
in a Gulfstream jet piloted by Rojas himself. Other happenings
at the airport include terminal expansion, a new luggage belt
and a new SEI (fire extinguishing service) building. The under
ground electric net for the airstrip illumination system will be
renewed as well as the energy sources for emergency and radio
systems.

IN JANUARY, THE RlV A7LANTIS arrived with the sub
mersible ALVIN. They stopped to drop off one researcher who
had a family emergency and one of the cooks (much to the de-
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light of some of the people on the ship). The scientists were
allowed a few hours to visit on the island and were astonished
by the changes that have occurred since their last visit.

A SHOW ENTITLED EL MAR PASCUENSE appeared recently
on Chilean TV. It featured images of divers spearing, angling,
and netting fish, and harvesting coral. Most significantly, it
showed a Rapanui woman cleaning several dozen heads of
coral, getting them ready for the tourist trade; and a marine bi
ologist in the deep (in scuba gear) carefully covering a chunk of
coral with a plastic bag and then prying it off the rock to which
it was attached. Later, on dry land, he used a knife to search in
between the coral's protuberances and came up with several
small shrimp, a couple of tiny crabs, and other living creatures.
All these, he noted, would have eventually been food for fish,
but with the reduction in the quantity of coral, these natural
breeding and maturing places for fish as well as their food sup
ply are being eliminated. An island elder came on the screen to
say that 50 years ago there were cualquier cantidad-a huge
amount of coral, but now there is hardly any. The program also
showed an islander knee-deep in water and holding aloft a burn
ing torch, then reaching down and pulling out a lobster. The
voice-over said that the population of lobsters has decreased
drastically in the last couple of decades. How well we know.
Twenty years ago it was a rare week that went by when lobster
wasn't served at least once. Over-harvesting has made it an ex
pensive rarity.

A NEW SCHOOL will be constructed at the site of the old
leper sanitarium; this school will encompass the upper grades,
corresponding to high school level.

EASTER ISLAND NOW HAS ITS OWN CONSEJO DE MONU
MENTOS de Rapa Nui! The National Council of Monuments has
been setting up regional councils in order to have decisions
made locally. The Rapa Nui Council includes the Governor,
Mayor, Sergio Rapu, two representatives of each of the Council
of Elders, the Director of the Museum, and the head of CONAF
on the island. From now on, every permit or anything concern
ing archaeology, will be discussed on the island and then the
local decisions will go to the Consejo de Monumentos in Santi
ago for frnal approval.

THE POSSIBILITY OF THERE BEING A SENATOR from Rapa
Nui was raised by Vice President of the Senate, Mario Rios.
However, other senators objected and rejected the idea of an
Easter Island senator. Their reason is that, by so doing, there
would have to be constitu~onal reform, making Easter Island
into a new Region. They think it a better idea to just have a
Representative from the island. And they pointed out that only
1500 people on the island have the right to vote, far less than
the 40,000 in the XI Region, the smallest of all.

IN A MOVE SURE TO CONFUSE everyone, the municipalidad
has decided to rename some of the streets in Hangaroa village.
Policarpo Toro has been renamed Atamu Tekena (after an 1888
island leader), and the old Atamu Tekena, street is now called
Capt. Policarpo Toro Hurtado. Fortunately, no one pays much

attention to street names (now painted on the curbs) and all mail
comes into the post office anyway.

CONAF (National Parks of Chile) has produced a nice
brochure about Rano Raralcu for the visitor (in Spanish). A self
guided walk with 14 stations is described in the brochure along
with a plea for conservation. Available from CONAF on the
island. It has been translated into English and there are hopes to
produce this version soon. A large interpretative sign has been
installed near the parking area at the quarry.

NEWS FROM THE EASTERN PACIFIC RESEARCH FOUNDA
TION: The Eastern Pacific Research Foundation has temporarily
suspended efforts to excavate on Easter Island due to on-going
political strife and a "... general hostility toward any archaeo
logical work". However, for 1999, they are making plans for a
project in the Gambier Islands. Anyone interested in that project
may contact Robert Lemker at 390 Glade Road, Suite 108-345,
Colleyville, TX 76034, or email at <eprf@writeme.coIn>

ANOTHER EARTHWATCH PROJECT is scheduled for Easter
Island, with sessions held during the time from 3 October to 20
November, under the direction of Dr Christopher Stevenson.
Anyone interested in participating should contact Earthwatch
(Anne Geoghegan at 800-776-0188, ext. 181; or by fax: 617
926-8532).

Letters to the £ditor
c;:] Dear £ditor:

Rapa Nui Joumal(Vol. 12:3) September 1998 contains an
article contributed by Mr. Vince Lee in which we are treated to
his opinions on the recent moai transport field tests of Dr. Van
Tilburg and her UCLA team. It should be known by all readers
of RNJthat Mr. Lee was not involved in any capacity with Van
Tilburg's research, is not a spokesperson for the team's results,
and is not in any way connected to the project report.

It is unfortunate that Mr. Lee found it necessary to attack
persons and institutions through RNJ Readers may draw their
own conclusions as to the intent of Mr. Lee's rather undigni
fied, self-aggrandizing words or RNJ's publication of this arti
cle.

Articles such as Mr. Lee's, containing negativity and per
sonal attacks, should be edited before being published by RNJ
Is not the effort of human expression better spent building up
rather than tearing down, developing cognitive connectivity
rather than piece-meal rambling, and integrating grander,
broader understandings of people, culture, and history? Is there
not an implied responsibility of RNJ to "take the high road"
with regard to material it publishes for the world to read? Is
there not a responsibility for contributors to write in a profes
sional manner?

Mr. Lee was brought to the Island by the NOVA television
production company as a late addition to the on-camera cast
who were to be featured in the NOVA documentary based on
the UCLA field tests. Mr. Lee's function was to generate coun
terpoint, or better yet controversy, in on-camera scenes, leading
to an adversarial tension in the final televised program. NOVA
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