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Moai 'bi9htin9~

MOAi HAVE BEEN SIGHTED at the Polynesian Cultural Cen
ter, 'Oahu, by Gerry De Benedetti who sent us photos of little
furry white-plush moai with floppy legs, blue feet and hands.
With their small eyes and prominent noses, they look more like
Mr Potato Head than our beloved statues.

And another alert reader, Helen Nielsen, contributed infor
mation on an artist who makes stucco Easter Island style tiki in
his backyard at Escondido (California). Aside from the cone
headed moai, Mr Bosko Hrnjak also makes tiki out of palm
trunks. These are created as decor for swimming pools. Mr
Hrnjak is quoted as saying that he finds "beauty in the carvings
many fmd grotesque." And he adds that: ..... the facial features
were distorted because their creators were trying to capture all
of the many emotions the person had demonstrated while
alive." The Times, 26 December 1998

What'~ New in C.hi\e
A NEW DISPUTE has arisen over the moai that stands in

front of the Fonck Museum, Villa del Mar, Chile. Governor of
Easter Island, Jacobo Hey, insists the statue be returned to the
island and declared that he will not accept "no" for an answer.
Hey claims the statue is exposed k> deterioration. On 12 Janu
ary, the statue was spray painted by vandals but was promptly
cleaned by museum conservationists. Senator Beltran Urenda
affirmed that Hey's reaction is understandable but he rejected
the idea of shipping the statue back to the island. Plans are to
move the statue inside once the new museum is completed.

THE MATA RANG! II WAS LAUNCHED in Arica in early
February. Some 3000 spectators came for the event. This is the
se<:ond try by captain Kitin Munoz whose last effort ended in
failure when the MatJl Rangi I sank shortly after sailing from

Easter Island. The idea is to test the theory of primitive naviga
tion in reed boats across oceans.

AN INTERESTING ITEM appeared in El Mercurio de Santi
ago in February about an inexpensive way to reach Easter Is
land. It concerns making the trip on Chilean Navy ships that
make periodic trips to the island. Civilians can go, but space is
limited. One must take an LD. card to the office of Naval Trans
port of the Armada 15 days before the sailing date, and call 5
days before sailing to see if he has been selected. The office is
in the Plaza Sotomayor in Valparaiso. The trip takes 7 or 8 days
to reach Easter Island. It costs around US$261 for one way, and
one eats the standard Navy food and sleeps in a berth in a long
passageway, with his own sleeping bag. The stay on the island
is only six days, or one can wait until a second ship to return.
One way airfare, in contrast, costs US$408.

JUAN FERNANDEZ ISLANDS: THE GREAT TREASURE HUNT
Although not considered part of Polynesia, these islands

(also known as the Robinson Crusoe Islands) are in the south
Pacific, but lie closer to the coast of Chile. Their claim to fame
aside from being the source of the famous book - Robinso~
Crusoe-about Alexander Selkirk's isolation there, revolves
around pirate treasure.

Headlines in Chilean newspapers in November trumpeted
news of a "buried treasure" located at Puerto Ingles, on Juan
Fernandez Island. On 12 November, El Mercun'o de Valparaiso
featured the story of North American scientists searching for
ingots of gold buried by 18th century pirates. Rumors continued
the next day, now asking "Who gets the treasure?" and Island
ers, wanting their full share of the loot, were stated to be "at the
point of war" against the foreigners. The mayor of Juan
Fernandez, Leopoldo Gonzalez, expressed the opinion that is
landers were being steamrollered by the State and that some of
the treasure should be used for their benefit. He said that there
have been many treasure hunters and sunken ship explorers on
the island in the past. Gonzalez believed the treasure might be
long to the famous English pirate Francis Drake who sacked
cites along the Pacific coast in the 16th century.

By the 15th of November, excavation for the treasure (now
said to be barrels of gold coins) was underway and the site was
under guard to prevent looting. The next day, papers described
"strange yellow rocks" that were found at the dig, bringing
more tension to the search. The gold coins were now said to be
associated with fabulous jewels: .....the largest treasure in the
history of the buccaneers".

Working the site were two archaeologists of the Consejo
de Monumentos Nacionales, Mario Vasquez and Maria Teresa
Planella, who cleaned the "strange stones" with brushes and
trowels and speculated that it could be a wall guarding the pi
rate treasure.

All this came about as the result of a theory by a North
American historian, Bernard Keiser, who spent four years in
vestigating in the public archives of England, the United Stated
and Spain. He theorized that the treasure had been buried in
1716 by six crewmen of the English sailing ship Unicom, with
George Anson in charge.

The site of the search was in a rugged sector some 200
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The site of the search was in a rugged sector some 200
meters up on the northeast coast of Puerto Ingles. Keiser was
quoted as saying that the possibility of fmding the treasure in
that place was 99% certain. Citing information received from
Keiser, the mayor said that fabulous riches would be found
some 5 to 6 meters below the surface, and they expected to fmd
". .. a little more than 1,300 kilograms of gold and precious
stones equivalent to H.8 million dollars. The value of this
would be sufficient to pay a third of Chile's external debt or to
compensate in part for the commercial damage that the Asian
financial crisis has caused."

Plans were being made to spend the money: the foreign
mission would get 25% of the sum after Chilean experts se
lected the pieces of greatest historic or archaeological value up
to 75% of the total, according to the law of National Monu
ments. The island's municipality with its 700 islanders, would
profit from tourist activity, a proposed museum, and by selling
souvenirs plus the right to film and photograph. The island's
mayor was on site every day along with Keiser, the representa
tive of CONAF, Ivan Leiva, and police to guard the area.

Keiser (who described himself as a self-taught historian)
was interviewed for the newspapers. He stated that he was cer
tain that they had found the right place, according to documen
tation in foreign archives, and he estimated the treasure and the
discovery to be equal that of the Inca or Egyptian ruins: a chest
full of gold plus a gold rose and an emerald necklace. After
studying the case, the Consejo de Monumentos Nacionales gave
authorization to carry out the work, informing him that the State
keeps 75% of what is found and he keeps 25%.

At this point, the governor of Valparaiso, Luis Bork, in
spected the project, accompanied by the Commander of the 1st
Naval Zone, Vice Admiral Eduardo Schnaidt Parker, and the
Maritime governor of Valpariaso, Captain Bernel Badilla. Bork
stated that Keiser's work was very serious and they were in the
presence of a discovery of great historic and archaeological
relevance.

£1 Mercun'o de Valparaiso (13th November) continued its
coverage, including rumors that "a scientific mission from the
USA arrived on the island two years ago and with modem
equipment connected to a satellite detected an enormous treas
ure of gold ingots of immense value." The article claimed that
11 professionals, North Americans and Chileans, were in
volved. Speculation continued for several more days, postulat
ing upon sources for the treasure: an 18th century Spanish no
ble, named Juan Uribe y Echeverria, said to have buried 6 mil
lion gold pesos that were part of tribute from the Viceroyalty.
Others hypothesized that it was the booty of English pirates
from the 17th and 18th centuries, such as the buccaneer Bar
toleme ShafJ>' who sacked a number of places in Chile and Peru
in the 1680s.

Finally, the excavation hit bedrock, bottomed out, and
nothing was found. The Gobernaci6n Maritima of Valparaiso
approved a new application by Keiser to work on the beach in
the sector of Puerto Ingles. A three-month permit was given to
excavate in 100 square meters of the beach, but local resi
dents-claiming that they are the fourth poorest community in
Chile-demanded a handsome cut of anything recovered. By
the end of February nothing had been found and Keiser aban-

doned his search. Dreams of glory faded. A pirate's tale that
seemed perfect for a Harrison Ford movie was quietly dropped:

The islanders of Juan Fernandez were described as experi
encing the full range of emotions - " ... from Heaven back to
Earth".

What'f> Ne.'" in VO\1ne.f>ia
CHANGING CLIMATE AND RISING WATER. Global warming

is impactingJow atolls in the Pacific. Rising sea levels are seep
ing into the soil in low-lying areas, making it too salty to grow
taro. Some motu have been swamped: in Kiribati, the motu of
Tebua Tarawa has disappeared, and other atolls are being aban
doned in favor of higher islands. Kiribati has begun a resettle
ment program, as has Niue. A corollary of rising water is seen
in higher sea temperatures. One report states that a large propor
tion of the world's coral has died this year.

Pacific News Bulletin, 13(11) November 1998

THAT SINKING FEELING. In our September issue, Vol.
12:3, p. 86-87, we commented upon an adventurer, Gene Sa
voy, attempting to prove a diffusionist theory by sailing around
the world in a replica of an ancient sailing vessel. The Grand
Ophir Sea Expedition was on the second leg of a seven-year
voyage. After making repairs in Honolulu, Savoy and his crew
sailed onward into the sunset on the Feathered Serpent III,
heading for Australia. However, the ship went down only 14
days out from Honolulu. Made of Peruvian mahogany, the dou
ble-hulled ship' disintegrated and sank 500 miles southeast of
Christmas Island. After floating in life rafts for 24 hours, Savoy
and his crew of six were rescued by a passing cargo ship. Savoy
stated that this will not interrupt his around-the-world expedi
tion. Despite this latest disaster, he intends to construct another
ship and press onward. Savoy had to abandon another vessel in
1969: a totora reed raft caught in heavy seas off the coast of
Columbia.

UNIVERSITY OF THE SOU1H PACIFIC scientists, along with
local environmental·organization SPACHEE, have been work
ing in eight villages to assist with problems of marine resource
depletion. The villages are testing the effectiveness of declaring
tabu areas.

USP Bulletin, 31(35) October 1998

A WORKSHOP OF THE START-Oceania program at USP
discussed environment, economic development and poverty as
linked problems. It was emphasized that global environment
change was social and not only an economic or environmental
issue. The goal is sustainable development, but implementing
this concept is difficult and depends upon changing patterns of
production and consumption.

USP Bulletin, 31(32) October 1998

PITCAIRN
A SEARCH 'FOR THE HISTORY OF THE·.BVUNTYis underway,

as reported in The Pitcairn Miscellany for August 1998. Nigel
Erskine is leading a team searching for what remains of the
ship. The Bounty was burned and sunk, but Erskine believed
that some materials were salvageable. The team includes the
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