
WHAT'S NEW IN POLYNESIA

Rarotonga
Rapanuiphile Malcolm Clark informs us that a Japanese

team led by Professor Masashi Chikamouri claims that Raro
tonga was settled earlier than previously believed. They un
covered a marae on a motu in Ngatangiia lagoon which puts
Polynesian settlement on Rarotonga at some 1500 years ago
(-500 AD). The marae was found underneath another one on
Motu Tapu. Both are about 100 metres square. Existing
legend has it that Rarotonga was settled about 1000 years ago
by Kainuku Ariki and Pa Ariki. Now it seems they were
comparative newcomers. (News item dated October 21 1997).
Clark adds: "from my supernova studies, the following sce
narios are possible:
A. Samoa (64 AD) Tahiti (247 AD) Rarotonga;
B. Samoa (247 AD) Rarotonga;
C. Samoa (76 AD) Nuku Hiva (386 AD) Rarotonga;
D. Samoa (76 AD) Suwarrow (185 AD) Aitutaki (185

AD) Rarotonga."

Tahiti
France has dismantled two-thirds of the installations

at the nuclear test site at Moruroa Atoll. The remainder is
expected to be dismantled by July. Some 500 people are
employed for this project and it is said that only one platoon
of Foreign Legionnaires (30 men) will remain on the atoll.
Monitoring is expected to go on for 5-10 years to verify
radioactivity levels in the area.

Pacjfic News Bulletjn 12(9) 1997

Fiji
The Department of Literature and Language of the Uni

versity of the South Pacific has a research project underway,
headed by Jan Tent and Dr Paul Geraghty, to study loanwords
in Polynesian languages that were introduced by the Dutcn.
The first Europeans to enter the southern Pacific were Dutch:
Le Maire and Schouten (1616); Tasman and Visscher (1643);
and Roggeveen (1722). The expeditions spent time in Tonga,
plus one of Roggeveen' s ships was wrecked on Takapoto in
the Tuamotus (See Rapa NUl' JoumaJ 8(3) and 8(4) for more
about this wreck). Five of Roggeveen's men deserted on
Takapoto and their presence on the island likely produced a
number of linguistic borrowings. One loanword from Malay
appears to have been introduced by Tasman into western
Polynesia.

University ofthe South Pacific Bulletin 30(41):1997

WHAT'S NEW IN HANGA ROA

• There are now 17 taxis on the island. Locals use them as
well as tourists who find them an inexpensive way to see or
get around the island.

• Two films have been made on the island recently. One, by
a French company, is called Les IsoJes and is directed by
Henri Herre. It concerns a French couple that comes to Easter
Island to leave the ashes of a brother. Before this project, a

special program was filmed for Chile's Travel Channel.
Nueva Imagen is bilingual (English and Spanish), and it is
part of a project that includes all of Chile. The Rapa Nui
episode lasted 30 minutes and should be seen in Chile next
July.

• In November, Sir Edmund Hillary (the first man to reach
the top of Mt. Everest) was on the island. Also in November
national television began filming a soap opera about a typicai
situation: a native Rapa Nui girl and a continental Chilean guy
fall in love and try to cope with cultural problems. This soap,
called "Iorana", is a new TV series of TVN (TV Nacional)
and one of the most popular programs in Chile. The filming of
was not as easy as anticipated. The Consejo de Ancianos #2
demanded 800,000 pesos for permission to make the film
there. TVN refused to pay but offered to construct a building
for the island community. But this did not satisfy the Consejo
#2, which insisted that TVN pay for the "use of their cultural
patrimony."

• Chilean sources have informed us that this year the island
expects to have 20 thousand tourists, a significant increase
that will stress the available resources.

• The Rapanui canoe club, Mata Hoe Vaka Kahu 0 Hera, has
donated two more outrigger canoes which are on the way to
the island from California, courtesy of the Chilean Navy. The
newest is dubbed Matarena and was donated by Tito Paoa and
Tina Haoa, Rapanui islanders living in California; the other,
used canoe, (as yet unnamed) was obtained with the help of

Tito and Tina Paoa next to the Mate.rena after the 1997 Catalina to
Newport Beach race with Mate.renacrew.

Canoe trial for the Mata.rena at Mathers Beach, Long Beach, Cali
fornia. The crew consists of beautiful Rapanui girls: Anysena, Tina,
Merina, Maheva, and Paula. That's Tito Paoa bringing up the rear.

....
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Hanga Roa's Mayor, Petero Edmunds Paoa. One of two
outrigger canoes formerly on the island, was wrecked last year
on the rocks off the south coast, so these new additions are
most welcome. Hard to have a canoe race with only one
canoe!

We have just been informed that in 1993, a Belgian
"scientific team" was given permission to spray Roundup
weed killer at two sites on the island. The purpose was to kill
Johnson grass growing at the islands' archaeological sites; one
of the sites treated was 'Anakena. The herbicide and $10,000
were donated to the Belgian team by Monsanto. CONAF park
personnel are continuing the control program.

It was announced by Sergio Hernandez, Home and Urban
Minister, during his visit to to the island, that Easter Island
will have an old persons' home sometime this year. The
construction of a "hogar de ancianos' for some 90 persons
will be built, using the same type of materials used in typical
island constructions. The estimated cost: US$200,000. Her
nandez stated that international organizations, the internal
government, and the Red Cross will cooperate in the mainte
nance of the home and the attention to the elderly.

• The recent paving of two streets, Simon Paoa and Tuki
Have Hevari cost more than US$650,000. The latter calle also
has sidewalks and curbs. The other paved streets in town are
Te Pita Te Henua, Policarpo Toro, Kiri Reva, Atamu Tekana
Hotu Matua and Tuhuko'ia. The total cost for paving: more
than 3.5 million dollars.

Road paving is now beginning on the road that leads from
the Church to the Hospital. Rumors indicate that the south
road around with island (from the village to Rano Raraku)
will also be paved.

• The Home and Urban Minister, Hernandez, also delivered
30 basic subsidized houses, to be located at different points on
the island. Each has 3 bedrooms, living room, bathroom and
kitchen, and contains 590 square feet. The cost: US$470,000.
This price is double that of similar housing on the continent.
The minister announced that 30 more houses would be con
structed this year.

£1 Mercurio de Valparaiso. 31 January

[Nothing is swd in the article about the construction of the
houses; one can only hope they are not bUllt from asbestos
panels. as were some pre-fabricated houses brought to the
island in the 19805.]

• The Hokule'a will sail from Hawai'i to Rapa Nui in Oc
tober of this year. Considerable advance planning is involved
in the project, including plans for a big celebration upon their
arrival to the beach at 'Anakena. A group of teachers from
Kamehameha schools in Hawai' i is planning an educational
film project related to the trip of the Hokule 'a and another
group from the public schools of Hawai'i will also be visiting
the island in a project related to the Hokule 'a.

• Four F-5 Chilean fighter jets, one piloted by Air Force
General Fernando Rojas, flew into Rapa Nui on January 12th.
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The novelty was that they had to be refueled en route--by a
Boeing 707 tanker plane. Governor Jacobo Hey and the usual
dance group greeted the general and the other pilots at the
airport. Chilean newspapers featured color photographs of the
visit, one showing the four jets flying in formation over the
main ahu at Tahai. In answer to a question put to the General,
"Isn't there preoccupation in the Chilean Air Force over the
growing interest of foreign countries to increase their presence
on Easter Island?" Rojas replied, "The truth is, that question
has personally worried me for many years. And it is for that
reason that I have been disposed to a more active presence on
Easter Island."

£1 Mercurio de Santiago, /8 January /998

• A troop of Rapa Nui dancers led by Pedro Atan Paoa made
a hit in Australia in January. The Riu Hoko Rapa Nui dance
group, under the direction of Pascal Pakarati, performed at the
first National Multi-Cultural Festival as well as for the
Chilean Embassy in Canberra. Last year's Miss Chile, Hetu'u
Rapu, was one of the dancers in the group. Traveling along
were three sculptors from the island who carved a 2 meter
wood mow'as a gift to the people of Canberra. It was placed in
front of the Chilean Embassy. These events were Chile's
contribution to Australia's first NationalMmulti-Cultural festi
val.

The Canbena Times, /8 January /998

Politics on Rapa Nui
A denunciation regarding harassment and illegal charges

made against movie makers, scientists, and foreign investiga
tors who work on Easter Island was presented by the City
Council of Hanga Roa to the island's Court of Letters. The
objective was to block a group of some 60 islanders who call
themselves "Consejo de Ancianos No.2."

Five island council members-Alberto Hotus, Marcelo
Pont, Enrique Pakarati, Claudio Cristino and Rodrigo Noram
buena-made the following statement: a) that the Consejo #2
is a subversive group that illegally occupies a part of the
church land, upon which they have installed all kinds of
defiant and belligerant signs offensive to the Nation of Chile,
and have presumed representation of the community of Rapa
Nui; b) that the collection of any "cultural tax", is counter to
what is stipulated in article 41 of Law 16.441 that exempts
Easter Island from the territorial assessments; c) that the group
in question transgressed Article 6, letter (c) of the Law of
Internal Security of the State, which demands the quick
intervention in the island of competent authorities; d) that if
no action is taken with corresponding severity, it sets a
dangerous precedent for the future of the island; and f) that in
light of the above, the collection of $500,000 pesos ($1200
dollars) from the U.S. archaeologist Christopher Stevenson
and $800,000 pesos ($1900 dollars) from the French film
maker Henry Herre, was illegal. Both individuals had valid
permission to work in Rapa Nui.

Similarly, the Consejo Municipal of Easter Island noted
that they were taking part in the denunciation. Governor Hey
stated that the situation has its origin in the deep divisions that
exist within the community of Rapa Nui, although he recog
nized the irregularity involved in the collection of money

Vol 12 (1) March 1998



us, and we want respect."
Alberto Hotus, leader of the Consejo de An

cianos #1, was absolutely opposed, calling the
other group a "terrorist group." He added, "...
they have no right to call themselves a Consejo de
Ancianos." He said that the film production would
benefit the community because it promotes the
island, adding that "We cannot return to the past."
Hotus stated that, "... constructing the building
would be a big mistake because the Consejo #2
requested an office in the new structure for their
use. This is a shameful request; TVN should not
build it and the Municipality should not provide
land."

According to Consejo #2 spokesman Riro
roko, the practice of illegal collections began when
the Spanish explorer Kitin Munoz took totora reeds
from Rano Raraku to make his reed raft: "He took
what he wanted, he took something of ours, part of
our patrimony, and left ...." The same "tax" was

applied to a group of scientists who were excavating on the
island, and a French delegation that made a film. "Both paid
us...." said Riroroko. The next action of the Consejo de
Ancianos #2 was to charge an entrance fee for 'Orongo.

[The reference to Munoz' reed boat and the "taking
(away) part of the patrimony" is not without its humorous
overtones, considering that the ill-fated craft sunk shortly after
being launched. See RNJ 11(2):96]

The same newspaper item contained an aside that com
pared the Chilean TVN show with the film (Rapa NUl) made
on the island by Kevin Costner. Both hired islanders as extras,
but the Americans paid US$25 for every appearance by an
islander, no matter how brief; and US$36 to any woman if she
went topless. On the other hand, TVN offers US$13.30 for an
appearance and US$27 for a days work. Islanders recall that
the "gringos" filming Rapa Nui offered coffee, sandwiches
and cold drinks to everybody; TVN limits refreshments to a
glass of water. One islander complained that after TVN filmed
sequences in the church, she went to pray in the church, but
found that there were still cables and installations lying
around, not suitable for a sacred place.

The minister of the ValparaiSo Court of Appeals, Julio
Torres Allu who investigated the charges, decided against the
members of the Consejo de Ancianos #2 and ordered deten
tion for the six leaders. Around one hundred persons protested
in front of the offices of Governor Jacobo Hey Paoa, demand
ing liberty for the detainees. The leader of the protest sug
gested that Governor Hey go to jail himself in place of the
detainees.

Minister Allu issued a summons for the six directors,
Jose Abimareka Pakomio, president of the Consejo de An
cianos #2, Mario Tuki Hey, treasurer, Mito Teao, Raul Teao,
Terai Hucke Atan and Ernesto Tuki.

The Judge, Ricardo Soto Gonzalez, authorized bail for
the six, set at 20,000 pesos (US$44.50). The penalty for this
misdemeanor: a maximum of 3 years and a day. Some refused
to accept liberty under bail, saying that they would remain in
jail as an expression of protest.

Signs of protest: the grounds of the island's Catholic church are "occupied" by
protesting members of Consejo #2. Note flag and signs; one sign says "No acep
tamos la ley indigena ni su modifici6ns-solo queremos la restituci6n de nuestra
propiedad ancestral." A tent, occupied by protestors, is out of sight of the camera
on the right, behind the large sign.

from foreigners by members of the Consejo #2.
Two members of Consejo #2 were arrested for obstruct

ing the entrance to 'Orongo, and charging tourists a park
entrance fee-normally collected by CONAF. Thus tourists
were charged a "cultural toll" at the entrances to the Parque
Nacional de Rapa Nui. They claimed to have been acting in
the name of the Consejo #2, but it was said that other mem
bers of that group were appalled.

The situation prompted a high level government investi
gation. Governor Hey added: "There are documents which
clearly reveal this action, but a "subversive organization" does
not exist. " He stated that diverse tribal divisions on the island
provoke conflicting sentiments among these groups, each of
whom claim to be the true defenders of the island's interests.

£1 Mercun'o de Valparaiso, 6 December, 1997

And More Island Politics
The Consejo de Ancianos #1 has been around since

1888, but the Consejo de Ancianos #2 was created only in
1993. One of the differences between the two is that the latter
has been demanding payments from various projects, with the
amount varying along with the size of the project.

On the 5th of January, members of the Consejo de
Ancianos #2 began to interfere with the TV filming, despite
the fact that TVNational had all the necessary permits. The
TV producers agreed to hold conversations rather than delay
production and a meeting was held in the Municipality be
tween the production manager of the program, Cecilia Stolze,
Mayor Petero Edmunds, and members of the Consejo de
Ancianos #2. The final agreement was that TVN would
construct a 5200 square foot building for approximately
US$8,900 on property provided by the Municipality, and for
the benefit of all the community. The filming started up again,
but the Consejo de Ancianos #2 still was unhappy with the
offer. Matias Riroroko, a member of the Consejo de Anianos
#2, told El Mercurio that they would take "other steps" to get
"just compensation". Riroroko said, "They will make a build
ing for US$8900, but for what purpose...." and "... it is not
what we want; we are asking for money. We want them to pay
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Judge Soto Gonzalez noted that the case is the same as if
someone were to install himself at the base of Cerro Santa
Lucia or at San Cristobal [Santiago] and demand payment for
entering. Archaeologist Jose Miguel Ramirez, local head of
CONAF, said that "A number of misdemeanors were involved
including illicit association, the illegal usurping funds, and
appropriations of fiscal monies .... "

Matias Riroroko, one of the members of Consejo de
Ancianos #2, and the person who has become the voice of the
protest, stated that not only is the Consejo de Ancianos #2
keeping vigilence over the island's cultural patrimony but also
it is trying to resolve the problem of land ownership. He noted
that, in 1933, Chile took control over all Rapanui land and
agreed to return it to the legitimate owners, the islanders. He
said that 14,000 of the 16,500 hectares of the island are in the
hands of the state, and CONAF is not using the funds gener
ated by the park to protect the historic monuments from
deterioration.

Riroroko declared that the only thing they want "is to
vindicate their right to be treated like a different ethnic group,
of Polynesian culture and origin, freely incorporated in our
country. For that they have solicited money from the thou
sands of tourists who visit the island in order to get the
necessary funds to avoid the destruction of their legacy. This
would not be necessary if the government of Chile kept its
agreements and promises with Rapanui."

The president of the traditional Consejo de Ancianos #1,
Alberto Hotus, rejected the protest and maintained that Minis
ter Allu is the national representative of Judicial Power and
that the law applies to all the country. Hotus called the
Consejo de Ancianos #2 a disruptive and subversive group
that is not connected in any way with the historic Consejo de
Ancianos #1 that always has used that name.

On the fifth of February, Allu allowed bail for the four
jailed members of the Consejo #2: Terai Hucke Atan, Jose
Abimareka Pakomio, Ernesto Tuki Pate and Antonio Tepano.
The other two, Mario Tuki Hey and Ramon Raul Teao Hey,
are being represented by an attorney.

Shortly before midnight on February 4th, a fire was
reported in the offices of SASIPA [Sociedad Agricola y
Servicios de Isla de Pascua]. It was set intentionally, accord
ing to Albert Hotus who found a bottle smelling of gasoline in
the building. Part of the office and a computer were destroyed.
Hotus noted that one of the protesters had shouted "burn the
island" if the six Consejo members were not released. An
other fire occurred in the scenery set-up for Tapati Rapa Nui;
it was attributed to the demonstrators.

At press time, the island was generally calm despite
some 25 protesters gathered in front of the governor's office.
Hotus claimed that no more than sixty persons participated in
the demonstrations. Hotus also predicted that the return of the
land will come eventually, but only through negotiation.
Beleagered Governor Hey noted that his double role of being
a Rapanui and a representative of the government puts him
into uncomfortable situations, and he affirmed that the
protesters are in the minority.

Fallout from the "uprising" included a criticism of Gov
ernor Hey. Jose Letelier, regional counselor, stated that "The
action of the Governor of Easter Island was absolutely negli-
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gent" and he affirmed that a group of islanders literally
assulted the offices of the provincial government and that
neither the Governor nor other personnel responded properly
in the face of the provocation. "The offices of a company
[SASIPA] were set on fire after a clandestine radio broadcast
that incited locals to burn the monuments of Easter Island as
well as the pasture land, but there was no clear response from
the Governor." Leteher indicated that there existed "...
greater interests that were hidden by these persons" and
connected this to the dissention in the island population
regarding land division. One part of the population is agree
able to a division of land if it were made by means of a
community process where the farming community would
acquire an acceptable amount of land for them to work. Others
want this to be done rapidly and with small lots so that the
economic power can be shared by islanders. Leteher also
criticized the administration of CONAF which he claims "...
acted in a way to damage the patrimony, by authorizing
excavations with back hoes, i.e., methods not satisfactory
when dealing with archaeological sites. Thus the constant
deterioration of the cultural patrimony created a situation
encouraging the actions of dissident groups of islanders."

Assistant superintendent, Luis Bork, stated that the situa
tion on the island is now normal. The six accused islanders are
out on bail and authorities are now in "full control" in order to
prevent further outbreaks.

£1 Mercurio de Valparaiso, 7February 1998

On 13 February, the Court of Appeals revoked the ruling
of Minister Allti, basing the decision on historic antecedents:
"... for the first time in the history of Chile, a Polynesian
ethnic group is being persecuted-that voluntarily ceded its
sovereignty to our nation." The court added that Chilean
authorities cannot intervene in internal conflicts between
"social organizations" of ethnic Rapanui. After hearing this
decision, the head attorney of the justice department of the
Ministry of the Interior, Christian Arevalo Araneda, stated
that the government will conduct a study to see if the case will
be taken to the Supreme Court.

Independent of the summons, two members of the Con
sejo #2, Mario Tuki and Ramon Raul Teao, will be tried for
fraud, charged with the illegal collection of money.

The head of CONAF on the island, Jose Miguel
Ramirez, responded to the situation, stating that the main
problem is the non-existence of territorial regulation. This
results in a great number of animals grazing freely when there
is neither enough land nor pasturage for them. As for critics of
CONAF, he noted that a budget of $90,000 is insufficient to
manage a zone with more than 200 archaeological sites.

EntelPhone has been working to move many telephone
lines underground and has installed another 100 telephones in
the village of Hanga Roa.

• The internet is now accessable to Easter Island residents
(initial software & incorporation fee, approx US$33.00;
monthly service fee, approx $47.00; per minute connect-time
charge, approx $00.05 -variable).
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Letters to the Editor

© Dear Editor,
I was glad to read the December issue of RNJ and

especially to see Paul Bahn's review of the South Seas Sym
posium; I had some of the same criticisms myself!

Emily Ross Mulloy, Laramie, Wyoming

Paul Eahn 's review ofthe South Seas Symposium in the
December 1997 issue has brought in various comments, two
of which we share with our readers. Complaints and compli
ments are arriving in equal numbers.

participation; a presentation-dramatization of the history of
Rapa Nui women's dress or costume; large scale carving
competition, not of the typical "moai-ette"as in previous
years, but of replicas of Vai'a Heva. Another stone carving
competition was of 'Orongo/tangata manu motifs. There were
several good music and dance performances. The two queen
candidates were Francesca Avaka (Paoa) and Sabrina Tuki
Pont. The island weather was unusual for mid-summer; in
stead of hot and summer-like, it was windy, grey, and even
cool, but without rain. It is assumed the fault lies with the EI
Nino phenomenon.

Sadly, Martin Rapu died recently
due to complications from diabetes.
Martin was Bill Mulloy's assistant dur
ing the excavation at Vinapu in 1955
56, and then accompanied the Norwe
gian Expedition on its further travels to
Pitcairn, Rapa, Tahiti, and Nuku Hiva.
In later years, partly due to their associ
ation with Bill, Martin and his wife
were among the first islanders to enter
the tourist business, opening their guest
house and importing one of the first
tour buses to be seen on Rapa Nui.

• Work is nearing completion on the
re-roofing of all the school buildings,
and a new school director has been
selected.

Pisco Capel's new
moai-shaped bottle.

• The following "letter to the editor"
appeared in El Mercurio de Valparaiso,

written by Florentina Hey, Director, Association Pae Pae Here
Taine, Easter Island. The item was titled "Alcoholic Moai"
and was in response to the new pisco bottle formed in
greenish-black glass in the shape of a moai. The top replicates
apukao. ® A Response to Paul Bahn's Revl'ew of the South Seas"Sr. Editor: It has caused us great surprise and indignation
that an alcoholic beverage has been launched on the market by Symposium "Talking Turkey in Albuquerque: A Few Obser-
Pisco Capel, in a bottle shaped as a moai. The moaiis a part of vations on the 1997 Conference" (RNJll(4):163-64):
our cultural heritage and for the Easter Islanders it is a sacr.ed I have never met this particular talking turkey, but his
symbol and one of much respect for our community. We do gobble certainly lays an egg when it comes to attempting to
not understand how they can make merchandise from a sym- project the image of a profound anthropomorphic owl. Dis-
bol of such importance and pride and of great historical, paraging hoots of sarcasm and beak biting abuse is not consis-
religious and moral value for us. We ask what would happen tent with an owl's profoundness. It is silly enough for a turkey
if another company used the Christian symbol of a cross with to attempt an imitation of an intellectual owl, but it verges on
the purpose of promoting a product on the market. What is fatuity for a solidly-based anthropological scholar and jour-
clear to us is that the use of our image for nalist to seemingly attempt to obfuscate this background. At
their own benefit is an exercise in arrogance." _..~_.~ . least this is the conclusion one must draw

:;:Z=f~~::i£~i,:£S;~e'\J~~~) ~%%s~:~n:f~~~~~:t~~~~,~s~~~~~
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maker from the Westdeutscher Rundfunk of '~: hypotheses, do not correspond with his
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_ in which solid proof is hard to come by.

Tapati Rapa Nui . Thus the broadest of approaches are of-
Tapati Rapa Nui 1998 stretched over <- - ten required in order to eventually distill

a two-week period. The stage backdrop (set Drawing of the real Vai 'a Heva, Poike, out the more likely answers to some
up outdoors, again) was a large Vai'a Heva, by Curt Johnson (from Lee 1992). The questions, especially those pertaining to
with the platform itself being the open mouth is large enough to accomodate a the past. Numerous answers can be ex-

th Th r ... . I d dr' large adult and usually is filled with rainmou . e lesUvltles mc u e a lew mterest- pected, and their potential validity must
water. This impressive faCe is carved on

ing new things: dance, body painting, and the side of a cliff and is a Poike land- be examined, discussed, and yes, argued,
Rapa Nui language competitions with tourist k but the use of boorish berating has nomar .
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