
INTERNATIONAL NEWS

LONDON
THE NEW LoNDON AQUARIUM opened at the beginning of

April beneath the old County Hall building, on the South
Bank of the Thames in central London, directly opposite
Parliament and Big Ben. One of its highlights is "The Pa
cific", a 900,000-litre tank containing sand tiger sharks,
brown sharks, large stingrays.....and some large Easter Island
heads! The media and public alike have already shown quite
extraordinary interest in these heads, and striking photos of
this tank have appeared in several national newspapers.

Richard Grubb, one of the Aquarium's architectural
planners, has informed me that, from the start, they wanted to
incorporate features different from simple, naturalistic rock
work and to make the tanks il form of entertainment as well as
a bioiogical display. It was therefore decided to use architec
ture and sculpture that related to areas of the world where the
fish could be found, while avoiding corny Atlantis-type set
tings. The most important of these displays is the Pacific tank
which combines two of the public's great favourites--sharks
and Easter Island heads. Something was needed to clad
columns from the existing building structure within the tank,
and it was felt that the heads had the right scale and form for
the purpose: "as well as being impressive sculpturally and
giving us the desired theatrical effect they also have a natural
istic flavour."

The heads were made from GRP (glass-reinforced plas
tic, a type of fibre-glass) by a sculptor in Hampshire, and were
hand coloured on site. They are almost 5.5 metres (17 feet)
tall, and the tank holds three full heads together with a fourth
'buried' in the sea-bed at the floor of the tank.

PaulO. Bahn
THE NETHERLANDS
OUR REGIONAL EDrroR IN TIlE NETIlERLANDS reports that in

April an exceptional auction was held in Amsterdam by
Christies in which the collection of the late art dealer and
collector Leendert van Lier (1910-1995) was sold. Mr. van
Lier ran an art gallery in which modern paintings were sold
but he also sold ethnographica, more or less as a sideline,
which he also collected himself. He was an excellent art dealer
with a high reputation, flawless taste, and a vast knowledge of
his field so that he was consulted by many collectors. In the
course of his life he built up a collection of Tribal, Oceanic
and Southeast Asian art of supreme quality.

It was this collection that was auctioned after his death.
Two factors contributed to making this an exceptional event:
the quality of the objects that were part of his own collection;
and the fact that he stopped collecting around 1970, before the
period of general interest in ethnographica, which led to the
time of many falsifications. Thus for those buying from the
collection, the authenticity of the objects is beyond doubt. The
result was that the biggest collectors from all over the world
converged on this auction, and that more than half of the
objects went to buyers in the Untied States, Switzerland,
Germany, and France.

The collection included three items from Rapa Nui: two
moai fJUJgata (wooden ancestor figures) and one ceremonial
wood staff with inlaid obsidian eyes in excellent condition and

London's underwater moai (Photo courtesy ofthe London
Aquarium)

nearly six feet high. The staff sold for the equivalent of US
$1,200; the moai tangata sold for $12,380 and 8,250. Other
items of special interest were an exceptionally beautiful Mar
quesan war club for $22,700; a Sepik (New Guinea) male
ancestor figure for $61,500; a Nias crouching male ancestor
figure for $56,400; a Leti (Moluccas) crouching male ancestor
figure for $71,750, a rare Torres Straits Island drum for
$82,000 and the biggest sensation of all was an extremely rare
Solomon Islands ceremonial shield with mother-of-pearl inlay
that sold for $185,000, leaving visitors to the auction breath
less. Never before have such prices been paid for ethno
graphic treasures and most sale prices were multiples of the
auctioneers' valuations. It was a privilege to see these beauti
ful objects together for the last time before they were sepa
rated and divided over the whole world.

BtoemendaaJ, April 1997

WHAT'S NEW IN POLYNESIA

PITCAIRN
PITCAIRN'S POPULATION now numbers less than forty, in

cluding six non-permanent residents. The population has been
diminishing since the 200 mark was reached in the 1930s. One
major drain over the years: single young people leave but few
return. Goats are still being raised and some run wild in the
hills. However, there are no more cows, pigs, horses, or sheep.
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GUAM
THE GUAM HUMANITIES COUNCIL IS inViting storytellers,

publishers, writers, cultural practitioners, oral historians, and
exhibitors to its second annual"Stones ofthe Pacific Festival
'97: A Festival ofPacific Cultures t.hIough Books, Film and
Storytelling' to be held October 8-11, 1997 at the Hyatt
Regency Hotel in Tumon Bay. Write to the Guam Humanities
Council, Renaissance Plaza, Suite 2A, 272 West Route 8,
Barrigada, Guam 96913; or fax (671) 734-2475. Email:
ghc@kuentos.guam.net
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