
Bishop Museum continues. Hawaiian newspapers report that
inexperienced field workers were sent out to excavate sites in
the path of the new highway on O'ahu called "H-3." Several
archaeologists who were fonnerly associated with the project
have resigned in protest. Archaeologist Charlotte Hunter who
worked on the project for 18 months declared tbat workers
lacked supervision, and Hawaiian activists such as Lilikala
Kame'el ibiwa, a professor at the University of Hawai'i, not
only claims that the work was sloppy but that the Bishop Mu
seum has been overpaid. Museum president Donald Duck
worth scoffed at critics, citing the Bishop's "century-long
reputation for research excellence."

Work on H-3 archaeology has already spanned 12 years
and cost the taxpayers $17 million dollars. The state recently
told the museum to cease work until there is a firm estimate
of bow much work remains and bow much it will cost.

The Honolulu Advertiser, 10 July 1996

What's New in Hanga Roa

-In July, the Rapa Nui teacbers bosted a smalI but signifi
cant presentation ceremony in the Rapa Nui Language and
Culture Department of the Easter Island school to recognize
the completion of four manuals of the series Mo Hapi i te
Vananga Rapa Nw' (For Learning the Rapa Nui Language).
The new pedagogical aids consist of four 8~ x 13 inch, f1ip
chart type, illustrated manuals (not textbooks) for teachers to
use in the classroom. A list of vocabulary and model sen
tences are suggested for each drawing or set of drawings on a
page. It is hoped these manuals wilI be useful tools for stimu
lating and guiding the learning of the beginning students of
Rapa Nui as a second language.

The manuals are tbe result of years of work by Rapa Nui
residents, Nancy and Bob Weber, under the aegis of the Uni
versidad Cat6lica de ValparaiSO and tbe Summer Institute of
Linguistics.

Also officially presented at the ceremony was the manual
Programas Para la Enseiianza de la Lengua Rapa NUl: pre
pared by the Rapa Nui teachers with the help of the Webers.
This 88 page volume suggests learning objectives, teaching
methods, and class planning for two types of language in
struction: Rapa Nui as a first language and Rapa Nui as a
second language.

The original plan was to produce 25 copies of each of the
manuals via photocopy. However, upon seeing the materials
that had been created, Chilean colleages at the Universidad
Cat61ica de ValparaiSO felt they merited higher quality publi
cation. Extra funding provided by the Universidad allowed
for the printing of 30 copies of each manual. Congratulations,
Nancy and Bob!

- A reed raft voyage from Rapa Nui seeks to prove that
ancient people were capable of crossing the seas before the
Europeans. In December 1996 or January 1997, a prehistoric
type reed boat whose design was copied from images carved
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on rock by ancient inhabitants of the Chilean territory will
depart on the first trip around the world, headed by Spaniard
Kitin Munoz. The project has two aims: to prove tbat the
original inbabitants of the island were capable of making
transoceanic voyages with boats, and also to demonstrate that
there could have been a cultural, botanical and blood rela
tionship between civilizations separated by the sea. The only
prior similar experience was made by Heyerdahl [who, how
ever, never came near Easter Island but landed in the Tuamo
tus.]

The boat is to be 40 meters (131 feet) long and made of
reeds with 3 masts and a coating of fish oil to resist the water.
Munoz wilI have the help of 10 indigenous boat builders from
Lake Titicaca in Bolivia who will use primitive techniques of
fabricating boats from totOla reeds. The Spanish adventurer
has established his point of departure as Anakena's beach
where the first king of Rapa Nui, Hotu Matu 'a, is said to have
arrived.

The raft has been baptized Mata-Rangi (Eyes of Paradise)
and its crew will consist of ten Rapanui who will take turns
as they complete the goals of the voyage. Munoz explained:
"With this voyage I would like to demonstrate that many of
the parallels that exist between different cultures and people,
that today are attributed to artibrary causes, had their reason
in the voyages that had crossed seas and oceans in remote
times and before the European expeditions of the 15th cen
tury."

The plan is to sail towards the west taking advantage of
the prevailing winds and ocean currents and to complete
three grand stages: Oceania, the Old World, and America.
Munoz stated, "In the first phase, the ship will travel through
alI the Polynesian islands such as Mangareva, Tahiti, Bora
Bora, Tonga and Fiji reaching finally Australia. There the
boat will be taken out of the water and disrri.anteled to pennit
the reeds to dry, an operation that will take about two
months."

With respect to provisions, Munoz stated that food will be
carried on board and furthennore, there will be fishing during
all the voyage.

Helmut Kaufmann, El Mercun'o de Santiago, 17June 1996

[Editor's Note: for an incisive alternative view of what has been
called "Munoz' Folly': see Rapa Nui Journal, Vol. 9(1):37-38. edi
torial by Frank Bock. The Munoz project will cost 2 miljion dollars
andthe leader hopes to "prove" Heyerdahl 's theory ofSouth Amen'
can settlement ofPolynesia.]

• After a century, Islanders revived a ceremony at one of
their solar observatories where it has been proved that the
ancient Rapanui had considerable astronomical knowledge.
On the 21st of June of this year, the day that marks the winter
solstice, there was a the recreation of the ceremony "Ahi
Renga" - to await the sunrise at the farthest north, and the
beginning of the Southern hemisphere winter.

The author of this iniciative is the administrator of the
Parque Nacional Rapa Nui, archaeologist Jose Miguel
Ramirez Aliaga, who explained in a series of meetings with
local tour guides and teachers, that the ancient Rapanui in-
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cluded among their considerable cultural activities a knowl
edge of astronomy that was related to the power of the reli
gious aristocracy and tbe control of the production of food. A
large part of this knowledge was lost during the downfall of
the island society in the middle of tbe last century wben the
learned men disappeared as a result of slavery and epidemics.

However, tbe restoration of tbe patrimonial monuments of
tbe island in tbe early '60s and the recent work of as
tronomers like William Liller, a Chilean resident, permitted
the rescue of one of the most interesting themes and one that
is little known in the historical and cultural development of
the Rapanui: archaeoastronomy.

According to data found by Professor Liller, some dozen
island ahu are oriented astronomically. Furthermore, the
principal solar observatory of the island is the ahu called Huri
a Urenga which was restored by the anthropologist William
Mulloy in 1972. It is an inland ahu next to the principal road
from Hanga Roa to Anakena and has a single moaithat curi
ously has four hands.

The monument is oriented with precision towards the ris
ing winter solstice sun, and the rising and setting sun at the
equinoxes is marked with two hills towards tbe east and west
respectivel y.

Accordingto archaeologist JoseMiguel Ramirez,although

Weeds and debris being cleaned away from Abu Huri a
Urenga by the school children of the village. This site often
is lost in waist-high grass. As Huri a Urenga is not within
tbe area of the National Park, volunteer help is needed to

keep the site maintained (photo credit: J-M Ramirez).

the site is not included in the Parque Nacional Rapanui that
recently was incorporated in the list of the Patrimony of Hu
manity of UNESCO, it is of interest to all to recuperate a part
of the special relevance of the cultural heritage and thus place
a high value on this attractive tourist site. And in fact, the
Island attracts a selective tourism more interested in the cul
ture tban in the beaches, and this is a topic that merits ample
diffusion.

This initiative combines the work of islanders concerned
with the rescue and preservation of the Rapanui culture
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through various organizations supported by entities such as
tbe Hanga Roa Municipalidad, the Lorenzo Baeza Vega
school, and CONAF.

By Helmut K,1ufmann, £1 Mercwio de Santiago,
17JuneJ996

-The dates are set for the 1997 Tapati Rapa ui: January
31st to February 8th. If you plan to attend, don't wait until the
last minute to try to get a flight and/or a reservation on the
island.

- Conaf (National Parks of Chile) has been busy making
upgrades at several of the island's archaeological sites. Ac
cording to Jose Miguel Ramirez, Dir. Pro incial Conaf, new
signs and barriers are at Orongo; there are plans for clearing
the forest around the petroglyph rocks in the crater of Rano
Kau and building a high path around it to prevent visitors
from walking on it; new ornamental trees are being planted
along the main street in the village; trails have be n con
structed or upgraded around the statue quarry at Rano
Raraku; a hare paeoga at the quarry has b en restored: and
the picnic area at tbe nearby ranger's bouse has been im
proved with tables and a toilet. A ranger station is at the en
trance to the site and an information booklet is in press. I.n
their nursery at Mataveri, over 2000 mako'i seedlings have
been grown for replanting in the island. In addition. more
trees have been planted at Anakena plus a bare paeog,1 (tbe
so-called "bouse of Hotu Matu'a") at Anakena is being re
stored.

Conaf now has a publication for local distribution. K,1
Unga fe Rongo. These fliers describe various projects includ
ing the reintroduction of toromiI'o trees and sucb things as
conservation of the archaeological sites. For tbe past three
years, Conaf has given weekly classes on Easter Island pre
bistory, geology, and conservation for the upper grades at the
local school. Lectures are also being given to the local lOur
guides.

Still needed are more park guards and equipment. Future
plans include closing off tbe interior of Rano Raraku to

Work on restoration of tbe so-called "bouse of HolU
Matu'a" at Anakena (photo: J-M. Ramirez)
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horses and cattle by providing a water source from outside
the crater lake for animals.

• A "help bouse" to provide assistance and consultation
for young people, the first to be implemented on tbe island,
will be built in the coming montbs thanks to an agreement
signed by tbe Instituto Nacional de Juventud, INJ, and the
local municipality.

The regional director of tbe organization, Marcel Tbeza
Manriquez, explalled that the initiative will be carried out
thanks to the efforts of tbe Island community that organized
the project. Theza added that the instituto made contact with

Restored hare paenga at Rano Raraku
(photo: Jose Miguel Ramirez)

the municipal authorities on the island after a study revealed
the needs of Island youth for a place of learning, recreation
and culture. The INJ representative added that in the future it
will assist in resolving a series of psycho-social problems
that many Island youths encounter, such as the consumption
of drugs and alcohol problems of which the locals are well
aware of.

• A dead dolphin washed up at Tongarilci with shark
marks on its side. Images of dolphins are seen in petroglyphs
of the island, and dolphin bones have been found in archaeo
logical excavations. Undoubtedly the appearance of these
creatures was more common in earlier days.

• An article in £/ Mercurio de Va/paralso, dated 18 May
96, noted that public investment has now reached US $15.4
million for various works of improvement on the Island. So
announced Governor Jacobo Hey, who made it clear tbat
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these funds have been directed preferentially towards public
works, education, and sports and recreation. Among tbe ma
jor projects are repairs to the runway of Mataveri Airport and
improvement of the road between Hanga Roa and Anakena.
Together these will cost US $1].8 million, or 76.3% of tbe
assigned amount. Added to these are works relative to tbe
program of paving the streets in Hanga Roa. Tbe cost is
US$1.52 million.

With respect to the development of a Housing Program,
30 "solutions in tbe manner of rural subsidy" are being set up
which should cover the total demand of the islanders until the
year 2000. Hey said that this represents an investment of US
$467,000.

Hey stated: "Furthermore, one sbould consider tbe reno
vation and enlargement of the electrical net on tbe island, tbe
materialization of tbe project of transmission via satellite of
tbe national TV station, at a cost of US $256,000; repairing
tbe pier at Hiro Moko in Anakena for US $19,700; a program
of control of insects and rodents for US $49000, and tbe re
pair of tbe scbool roof for US $359,000."

Finally, tbe National Commission of Indigenous Develop
ment, CONADI, is mvesting US $246,000 in various devel
opment programs.

• Tbe 2700 residents of Hanga Roa now receive direct
national TV from the mainland. The new antennae, wbich
measures 13 meters (42.6') in diameter, was officially inau
gurated in August. Tbe ceremony took place at tbe site of
the antennae, near the lower slopes of Rano Kau and close to
the Conaf office.
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