
WHAT'S NEW IN POLYNESIA

Hawai'i
Emissions from Kilauea volcano (called "vog") have been

identified as the cause of eye and lung irratation on the island
of Hawai'i. A physicist with the New Mexico Institute of
Mining & Technology, R. L. Chuan, reports that two vents on
Kilauea are producing this pollution. A vent at Pu'u 0'0
produces an aerosol mass that is around 80% sulphur. Chuan
estimates that the Pu'u 0'0 vent emits about 1,000 metric
tons per day in a plume that is carried along by prevailing
winds. Lava from another vent, closer to the sea at
Kupaianaha, is mostly degassed before it reaches the sea and
contains little sulfuric acid. However, it is still hot when it
plunges into the ocean and explosively evaporates seawater
along with the dissolved salts to produce hydrogen choloride
gas which then hydrates to hydrochloric acid. These chemical
reactions are no surprise to anyone who has hiked the lower
reaches of Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park. If the winds are
coming from the east, their usual pattern, the fumes can be
stiffiing.
Chemical & Engineering News, American Chemical Society,

January 15, 1966.

In August 1995, the Hawai'i Supreme Court issued a
landmark ruling that alters land use in Hawai'i. The court
expressed that all government agencies have an enforceable
duty to preserve and protect traditional rights. The ruling
requires state protection of traditional and customary rights
and upholds native Hawaiian legal standing in issues relating
to their gathering, cultural and spiritual practices. This ruling
grew out of plans to build two resort hotels, residential units,
a golf course, businesses, roads and a sewage plant on the
Kona Coast of the Big Island. The development was to cover
more than 400 acres of land and encompass more than 7,000
feet of coastline. The area is used by locals who gather shrimp
from the ponds and fish from the coastline; the resort would
have barred Native Hawaiians from their traditional activities
on this land.

In Briel Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund, Winter 1995-6.

New Zealand
Maoris in Poverty Bay have backed off from their threats

toward the crew of the Endeavour replica but want an apology
and compensation before settling a 226 year-old dispute. In
December the tribes passed resolutions saying that past
outrages committed by Captain James Cook in 1769 might be
"cured" with an apology and a price (or fee) from the Queen
and the British Government.

New Zealand Herald, 18 December, 1995.

Tokelau
E-mail is about to replace the usual sporadic mail service

to Tokelau's three atolls that are now linked only by
shortwave radio to Apia, in Western Samoa. Household
telephones, card phones and a telephone exchange will be
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installed on each of the low-lying atolls that rise a mere 5
meters above sea level at their highest point. Around $3
rniluon is being spent to give access to the rest of the world.

New Zealand Herald, 22 November 1995.

What's New in Hanga Roa

• Hanga Roa village has its first taxi! A private car is now
sporting a "taxi" for rent sign. It is not clear how one engages
this vehicle, other than waving it down on the main street.

• Another French restaurant is open for business in Hanga
Roa, called Kona Koa. It features a South Seas decor and
extensive menu not all of which was available the night we
were there. The other French restaurant is Le Taverne du
Pecheur, located near the caleta. The former snack bar and
changing rooms at the beach, Playa Pea, has been converted
to a restaurant (of the same name) with a deck overlooking
the bay.

A statue at Ahu Tautira that fom1erly was in two broken
segments has been repaired and set up, the project funded by
the Municipalidad. The ahu now has two erect statues;
another one is standing nearby, placed on a pedestal by the
Chilean Navy some time in the 1940s. It is positioned
incorrectly as it faces out to sea not inland. It is said that thjs
statue came from the area around Ahu Tepeu.

Newly erected statue at Ahu Tautira.

• Hanga Pika, the little harbor just south of the village, is
seeing some archaeological activity. Claudio Cristino is
excavating piles of rubble that mark a former ahu and statue.
The statue is broken in two segments. The ahu itself is
destroyed, the paenga having been removed over the years for
other projects. What is left are piles of rubble that comprised
the interior of the ahu. Some burial crypts were found,
containing skeletons. Skulls with incised designs were
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removed to the Sebastian Englert Museum. Whale bone was
also recovered. A nearby dig, at the front of a cave shelter,
revealed some spear points.

• Tourism was up last year: 10 161 tourists arrived to the
island vs 7,188 in 1994. However, of the 1995 total, 3,181
arrived by cruise ship, thus only 6,980 were regular arrivals
and thus presumably spent more time. Cruise ship tourists are
on the island for only a few hours and are notorious for not
being big spenders. The huge cruise ship, Europa, arrived in
February, the first of 5 cruise ships expected this year.

• A Chilean fishing boat is now at Hanga Piko. It goes out
fishing during the night and, in the day hours, takes tourists
on a four-hour ride around the island for US $100 per person.

Only one leper remains at the Sanitorio, north of Hanga
Roa. The others went to Santiago for corrective surgery and
may remain on the continent.

[n October the island will once again vote for a mayor.
Already some 30 persons have indicated they will run for this
office, including the present Alcalde, Petero Edmunds, and
former Alcalde, Alberto Hotus.

• The island population is now heavily weighted with
residents from the mainJand. OnJy 30% are Rapanui. At this
moment, the number of continentals is augmented by those
working on the runway project and the paving of the road to
Anakena. Our sources say that workers from the mainJand
were brought in because they work for less pay than the locals.

• The airport at Mataveri will be closed for 25 days from the
l5th of March as the central part of the runway undergoes
repairs and resurfacing. The material being removed from the
runway will be reused as paving for the road to Anakena. That
project is progressing rapidly; grading is on-going and
drainage is being provided to prevent wash-outs during heavy
rains. During the grading of the road, an wlsuspected lava
tube was inadvertently penetrated. necessitating some re
alignment of the roadway. But not before a vehicle broke
through the surface and fell in.

• An area at Anakena is fenced off for the building of a
t%ra reed boat, under the direction of Kitin Munoz of Spain
(see RNJ 9 (1):27, 37-38). Workers from Lake Titicaca will
be imported for building the boat. Munoz wanted to import
totora reeds from Bolivia, but SASIPA nixed the idea. He will
use reeds from Rano Aroi instead. Plans are to sail this craft
to Japan.

• Direct TV will soon be available on the island. A receiving
tower is being built near the CONAF office at the foot ofRano
Kao.
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• A new kindergarten has been built, separate from the
island's school. It is located near the church and the Hogar de
Menores. Construction is on-going at the regular school,
presumably an upgrade on the classrooms.

An extensive item in EI Mercurio for 25 February
denounced the current economic depression on Rapa Nui and
accused the continentals of abandoning the island. According
to the article, the island school is "saturated," the health
services deficient, farm land scarce, and there are problems
of transport. Among other complaints, islanders protested
that National TV news is not seen at 2 p.m. as in Santiago but
at 10 p.m.-three days later; the congressmen who, in theory,
represent the 2000 inhabitants, onJy visit the island on rare
occasions; only three presidents (pinochet, Aylwin and Frei)
have ever set foot on the island; onJy one airline services the
island; there is neither port nor pier; no gynecologist,
pediatrician, nor anesthesiologist; and no paved routes. "We
are very isolated; Chile owes us many things," said Mayor
Petero Edmumds Paoa.

The Mayor further noted that students are not prepared for
secondary education, have no technical capacity and, after
school, there is little future which leads to a high incidence of
alcoholism. "We need help urgently," he said. There is no
center for treatment, no psychologists, psychiatrists, nor
councellors. All students study Rapanui but there are no books
in the language. In 1989 onJy 12% of islanders spoke
Rapanui.

Governor Hey said a port is needed to solve the problem of
cargo coming to the island (four ships come each year). Hey
stated, 'We will have one! I don't know when, but we will."

The 'Ley Indigena" angers many islanders; outside Ole
church are signs attacking this law, and demanding that land
be turned over to the natives. One part of the "Ley" defines a
Rapanui as anyone who practices the culture. "That means
that anyone who learns the language and knows how to dance
can become certified in court. It is really stupid," says
Edmunds. "All of a sudden we could start to see 'new
Rapanui. ",

The islanders want a congressman for the island, more
understanding from those on the continent, and more
resources. No more than $122,000 is spent caring for the
archaeological patrimony but it is estimated that at least a
million dollars should be available each year.

Tapati Rapa Nui, 1996

The usual festival atmosphere of Tapati was dampened
when, during the International Diving contest (J sf
Campeonafe lnfernacional de Caza Submarina 'Cinco
Oceanos '), one of Ole participants blacked out during a dive
and drowned. The spearfishing competition brought
contestants from Brazil to Australia. The lost diver was a
Chilean professional and was leading his fellow divers in the
competition. But he went down for "just one more dive". The
event was immediately canceled.
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This year's festival featured a recreation of the landing of
Hotu Matu' a at Anakena beach, and again the triathlon was
held in the caldera at Rano Raraku with a following event at
Tongariki.

The haka pei contest was held this year, shortly after a
thunderous downpour turned the hmside to slush. This served
to slow down the course and some contestants were literally
stuck in the mud. For the first time two women competed,
beginning their slide halfway down the mountain. They were
topless but were wearing full body paint.

There were two candidates for queen: Maria Angelica
Pakomio Pakarati and Elvira Tuki Tepano. The parade/
carnival was spectacular, as always. Candidate Elvira (who
subsequently won the contest) was perched on top of a
gigantic 40 foot long' moko' (lizard) carved from a huge tree.
A second float featured large moai and another float was in
the form of a great nanue para (fish). The parade moved
down the main street by torchlight to a temporary stage where
each group performed in turn.

As part of the week-long festival, an art show was held in
the covered arcade of the hipermercardo. Tumu Kai, on
Policarpo Toro. Exhibited were paintings and photographs by
local artists. The traditional exhibition and wood carving
competition was held at the school auditorium. Other
handicrafts were also exhibited, including items made of bark
cloth, bone fishhook pendants, objects of obsidian, and a new
high (or low): Barbie dolls dressed in Polynesian feathered
skirts.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

C0 Dear Editor:
In reference to an article in the RJN 9 (3) Sept. 1995 I am

writing to express my concerns about the proposed
construction of another airport runwa that would be located
between Anakena and Rano Raraku, and the proposed
enlarged harbor/dock and cargo staging area at La Perouse
Bay.

In September of 1995 I spent three weeks with Cordell
Expeditions camping at La Perouse where eight SCUBA
divers and I explored the subtidal area around Poike
Peninsula. It was the eX1Jedition's intent to photograph and
systematically collect marine specimens from this area. This
area of Easter Island is the least sampled for its flora and
fauna. The specimens collected were turned over to specialists
for identification. This data maybe helpful in the future to
determine what influence man has on Easter Island.

When I dove there I realized what a wonderful, pristine
underwater environment Easter Island supports and I feel
truly privileged to have captured some of it on film. I soon
discovered that there is much more to Easter Island and
explored as many of the island's archeological sites as
possible.

From our camp site at La Perouse I made several trips to
locations on the eastern side of the Island including: two hikes
to the top of mount Maunga Pui; three trips to Rano Raraku,
one to the top of the rim; a hike along the coast to the top of
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Maunga Puha between Anakena and Ovahe. and a six hour
hike to Maunga Puakatiki on Poike Peninsula. From each of
these vantage points one can gaze down into the valle
enjoying a splendid coast to coast panorama of the
undeveloped eastern side of the Island. Truly magnificent!

It is difficult to understand the need for another runway
here or anywhere on Easter Island and it would only
compromise Easters Island's natural beauty and destroy
archaeological sites. It is hard to imagine itting on top of
Rano Raraku or Maunga Pui trying to enjoy a beautiful
panorama while a long unsightly asphalt strip loom in front
of you while it tears across the landscape. not to mention tIle
noise and sight of large airplanes landing and the thunderous
roar of jet airplanes taking off.

La Perouse bay pro ided safe swirruning recreation for us

La Perouse Bay from the air. Temporary camp in
foreground.

and for the local inhabitants. During our stay children from a
special education school set up tents adjacent to our camp site.
This was a chance for them to enjoy tlle outdoors, to camp, to
swim in the bay and just be kids. La Perouse pro ed to be the
ideal place, room enough for a the kids to play, and safety
from the open ocean.

As an additional photographic interest I brought to Ea ter
Island an electric powered radio controlled model airplane
equipped to do aerial photography. Electric powered model
airplanes are very quiet. unintrusive and should not be
confused with noisy gas powered models. Flying the model at
La Perouse proved to be a real challenge WitIl almost constant
winds and Limited landing area cleared of rocks. Nevertheless,
I did manage to take some aerial photos of our camp that I am
thrilled with. The photos clearly show La Perouse as a small
port that supports two or three boats used b local fisherman
and is surrounded by many archaeological features such as
ahu, tupa and manavai.

If the proposed larger dock/harbor and container staging
area were ever constructed there the natural beauty of La
Perouse would be lost forever. Freighters anchored off shore
would certainly be a threat to the marine environment. Ahu as
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